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Staff. 2006. "Special Operations Aviation 
Enjoys Attention." Aerospace Daily & 
Defense Report 2 17/34 (February 22): 2. 

Rumsfeld Priority: Center for Strategic and 
Budgetary Assessments Executive Director 
Andrew Krepinevich said Defense Secretary 
Donald Rumsfeld has shown personal 
interest in special operations aviation -and 
maybe more than any other particular new 
capability discussed in the Quadrennial 
Defense Review. "That probably insulates 
from some of the pernicious things that can 
happen along the line," he told a public 
audience near Capitol Hill. Special force's 
aviation is expected to get a boost from 
Quadrennial Defense Review 
recommendations to replace aging combat 
search-and-rescue and penetrating aircraft 
such as the MC-130 Combat Shadow, 
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DAILY-affiliate Aviation Week & Space 
Technology reported. 

Unattributed. 2006. "HUD Launches BRAC 
Initiative 'Operation Fresh Start' in 
Southeast." US Fed News (February 21). 

Birmingham, Ala., Feb. 2 1 - The U.S. 
Department of Housing & Urban 
Development's Birmingham Field Office 
issued the following press release: 

Working through the local HUD offices in 
the Southeast, the HUD team is available to 
cities, local redevelopment authorities, and 
other interested parties (e.g., lenders, 
developers, nonprofits, etc.) to help them 
navigate through the agency's programs and 
processes. The HUD staff offers a variety of 
expertise in developing partnerships in both 
the public and private sectors. Visit the 
HUD Field Office Directors[3] webpage 
where you can find their phone numbers. 

The results of the 2005 Base Realignment [I] 
and Closure (BRAC) process have created http://www.hud.gov/local/sharedlworkinglr4 
opportunities and challenges for the /ofs/?state=al 
communities where bases have been closed. 
In response, today, February 21,2006, the [2] http://www.defenselink.mil/brac/ 
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) launched an initiative [3] http://www.hud.gov/localoffices.cfm. 
called "Operation Fresh Start" to assist those 
communities in the Southeast. ******* 

HUD Southeast Regional Director Bob 
Young stated, " HUD wants to develop 
relationships with those communities that 
need assistance and work with our partners 
to structure ways to revitalize and rebuild 
communities affected by BRAC closings". 
"This is just one of many ways HUD is 
outreaching to help communities affected by 
BRAC closings and devastation by 
disasters", said Young. 

As a first step in the BRAC process, HUD 
has prepared a tool kit to make communities 
aware of some of HUD's resources available 
to them. This tool kit is available online[l] 
or you can call (404) 33 1-5001 ext. 2680 for 
a copy. The links at this website will enable 
BRAC communities to get more detailed 
information to assist them in the 
restructuring of their affected communities. 
Also available is the Department of 
Defense's website for complete information 
on the BRAC prograrn[2]. 

Unattributed. 2006. "Defense Commissary 
Agency Leaders Meet to Map Agency's 
Future." US Fed News (February 17). 

Fort Lee, Va., Feb. 17 - The U.S. 
Department of Defense's Defense 
Commissary Agency issued the following 
press release: 

Defense Commissary Agency leaders 
emerged fiom a five-day strategic planning 
conference last week that incorporated a 
new concept involving goal captains -key 
individuals whose teams will help define 
and map the strategies to accomplish the 
agency's strategic goals and objectives. 

The session, held Feb. 6- 10 in 
Williamsburg, Va., was attended by senior 
leaders and managers from all levels of the 
agency, who met to discuss and plan 
DeCA's roadmap for the future. They dealt 
with issues such as changes in military force 
structure and missions, base realignments 
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and closures, overseas basing, work force 
transitioning and A-76 competitive sourcing 
-issues that leaders feel DeCA must be ready 
for and adapt to in order to provide the 
commissary benefit more effectively and 
efficiently. 

"This year we had a different approach. We 
identified goal captains to lead teams to 
research our goals before our conference 
met. We have three main goals and we 
evaluate where we are in relationship to 
those goals, determine what new strategies 
we need to put on our plate to support the 
commissary benefit in the future, and move 
forward," said Patrick B. Nixon, chief 
executive officer and acting director. 

Bob Vitikacs, director of sales, and Keith 
Hagenbuch, director of performance and 
policy, are captains of one goal that deals 
with DeCA's core mission of delivering the 
commissary benefit as it relates to sales, 
facilities and equipment. Jerry Oestreich, 
director of human resources, and Pam 
Conklin, chief financial executive, are 
captains of the second goal dealing with the 
future of DeCA's work force. Vicki 
Archileti, director of corporate planning, and 
Gerald Adair, director of systems 
engineering, are captains of the third goal 
that deals with business infrastructure. 

Kevin Robinson, 8041734-8773, 
kevin.robinson@deca.mil. 

Unattributed. 2006. "Mobile Selects Tetra 
Tech, CH2M Hill for Environmental 
Services Contracts." Corps Report 14lfor 
(February 15): 32. 

The Mobile District has awarded architect- 
engineering contracts for environmental 
support services to two firms. Tetra Tech 
Inc. of Fairfax, Va., and CH2M Hill Inc. of 
Atlanta will each provide services to the 
district covering environmental work 
associated with the Defense Department's 
Base Realignment and Closure Program. 
The range of activities will include water 
quality studies, contaminated site analysis, 
land use plans, mitigation plans, and master 
planning for facilities designated as BRAC 
sites. The contracts also cover regulatory 
compliance measures. Each contract is 
valued at $1.2 million. 

Contact: Mike Betteker, project manager, 
Tetra Tech, (703) 385-6000; David Urbina, 
manager of business development, CH2M 
Hill, (770) 604-9095. 

Goal captains continue their work after the 
conference. Each goal is linked to integrated 
groups of process owners. If DeCA is going 
to pursue Internet shopping, somebody owns 
that project and is responsible for getting it 
done as well as working with the various 
disciplines in DeCA to make it happen. If 
DeCA is doing a prototype work force, 
someone owns that and is the go-to person 
responsible for reporting progress and 
results, Nixon said. 

Unattributed. 2006. "Sen. Roberts Meets 
DOD Official Discusses Effects of Base 
Realignment and Closures on Kansas 
Communities." US Fed News (February 
24). 

Topeka, Kan., Feb. 24 - The office of Sen. 
Pat Roberts, R-Kan., issued the following 
press release: 

Sen. Pat Roberts met with Patrick O'Brien, 
Director of the Office of Economic 
Adjustment under the Secretary of Defense, 
to discuss economic development in Kansas 
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communities in light of the recent Base Unattributed. 2006. "Elk 'Mugged' on 
Realignment and Closures (BRAC) Closing Naval Base." US Fed News 
recommendations. (February 24). 

"I was pleased to welcome Director O'Brien 
to Kansas," Senator Roberts said. "Our state 
was the first stop on his tour of BRAC 
communities. This action builds on the 
teamwork of already strong state and local 
leadership, especially in Parsons. I am 
encouraged to see the Department of 
Defense focus a great deal of attention on 
the needs of Kansas communities who play 
a role in the nation's defense." 

In discussions with Director O'Brien, 
Senator Roberts learned that the Office of 
Economic Adjustment (OEA) will sponsor a 
search for a qualified candidate to serve as 
the Executive Director of the Kansas Army 
Ammunition Plant Local Redevelopment 
Planning Authority. This person will 
coordinate state, local and federal initiatives 
to redevelop the Parsons Army Ammunition 
Plant. 

Senator Roberts said he will continue to 
work with OEA to assist Ft. Riley 
communities in preparing for the arrival of 
more than 3,400 soldiers and their families. 
Roberts asked Director O'Brien to help with 
the wide scale development predicted for the 
region as families start to settle in the 
surrounding towns as well as the 
development the Department of Defense is 
already doing on post. 

Senator Roberts is a senior member of the 
Senate Armed Services Committee. 

Sarah Ross Little, 2021224-4774. 

Concorde, Calif., Feb. 24 * The U.S. Navy 
issued the following press release: 

The California Department of Fish and 
Game started "mugging" Tule Elk Feb. 13, 
in an effort to relocate them from Naval 
Weapons Station Seal Beach Detachment 
Concord. 

The base is closing under the Department of 
Defense's Base Realignment and Closure 
(BRAC) process, with portions of it being 
designated as wildlife preserve. 

"'Mugging', the use of helicopter mounted 
net guns to aid in the capture of large game, 
is preferred to using tranquilizers, because it 
doesn't introduce foreign chemicals into the 
elk's bloodstream," said Tom Swauger, 
public affairs director of the California 
Department of Fish and Game. 

The 46 elk that make up this herd have been 
living on the base for 30 years. They are 
being introduced to three herds in 
surrounding areas, with the majority being 
moved to Cache Creek, Calif., north of San 
Francisco. 

The Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation, as 
well as students from the School of 
Veterinary Medicine at the University of 
California at Davis, volunteered in the 
capture, examination, and relocation 
process. Some elk were tagged during 
examination for scientific research. 

"The elk were a pleasurable sight," Richard 
Pieper, caretaker for Naval Weapons Station 
Seal Beach Detachment Concord, said. "It 
gave me a good feeling to see nature in its 
rightful place." 
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The Tule Elk, which are protected under the 
Tule Elk Preservation Act of 1976, have 
slowly been making a comeback in 
California. During the turn of the last 
century, there were less than a dozen. 
Currently, there are 3,800 elk in 22 herds 
across the state. 

For more news from around the fleet, visit 
www.navy.mil. 

National News Articles 

Local News Articles 

Henry C. Jackson. 2006. "Vilsack Calls for 
More Input on National Guard 
Decisions." Associated Press Newswires 
February 28,2006 

Des Moines, Iowa (AP) -Gov. Tom Vilsack 
said Monday that the Bush administration 
had adopted a "trust me attitude" toward 
National Guard troop deployments, and he 
called on the president to give the nation's 
governors a more active role in the 
discussion. 

"Governors ought to be engaged and 
involved in making that decision," he said 
by telephone from the National Governor's 
Association's winter meeting in 
Washington, D.C. "That certainly wasn't 
done with the (base realignment and closure) 
process and it hasn't been done with this 
process." 

Vilsack said the nation's governors - 
Republicans and Democrats alike - were 
concerned about how the federal 
government would help states pay for 
increased troop levels and replacing 
equipment sent abroad. He spoke about 
those concerns after the governors met 

Monday with President Bush and Defense 
Secretary Donald Rumsfeld. 

Next year, 333,000 National Guard troops 
will be funded by the federal government - 
down from 350,000 that are funded this 
year. Vilsack said federal officials have 
pledged to find money in the budget should 
recruitment exceed the number of troops that 
were funded, but he expressed skepticism 
about where the funding would come from. 

"We have no assurance, in fact, the money 
will be available," Vilsack said, "and no 
assurance where it will be taken from in 
terms of our priorities." 

Other topics brought up by the governors 
during their meeting with President Bush 
included the war in Iraq and the war on 
terrorism, immigration, the National 
Security Agency's domestic surveillance 
program and the Medicare prescription drug 
program. 

Vilsack said the governors were concerned 
about the May 15 cutoff date for the 
Medicare program and suggested possibly 
extending the deadline. 

"Considering that there's been so much 
confusion, we might want to give people 
more time," he said. 

Jim Hodges. 2006. "Should Fort Become a 
National Park?" Daily Press (Newport 
News, VA) February 24,2006 

At a community forum Thursday night, 
some suggested the idea was an opportunity. 
Others prefer new development. 

For those who have long thought of Fort 
Monroe as a city asset and now consider it 
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an economic opportunity for the city, there manager. He is concentrating on BRAC and 
was a disagreeing opinion. Fort Monroe. 

"We consider historic Fort Monroe a "... They aren't champing at the bit to take 
national treasure," Louis Guy, president of on Fort Monroe, but that doesn't mean we 
the Norfolk Historical Society, told a town won't proceed in that direction (if that 
hall meeting Thursday in Phoebus. decision to do so is made)." 

For those who anticipate the loss of 7 
percent of Hampton's economy being 
remedied by taxes from new construction on 
waterfront property when Fort Monroe 
closes in 201 1, there was the suggestion of a 
.greater good. 

It should be a national park with a historic 
bent, more than one person told the audience 
of about 200 and WHRO television cameras 
at the American Theater. 

And Joe Bouchard, who worked with base 
reuse during the 1995 BRAC round while on 
the National Security Council, suggested 
another problem - and a remedy - with a 
park. 

"Historic renovation and community 
development are not mutually exclusive," he 
said. "You can be in a position to retain 
history ... instead of risking having to hope 
that Congress will appropriate money to 
support you year after year after year." 

'The Daily Press was a co-sponsor. 

The park idea has become a recurring theme 
to Bob Harper, chairman of the Federal Area 
Development Authority, which is overseeing 
efforts to determine Fort Monroe's destiny 
now that the Base Realignment and Closure 
commission has worked its will to close the 
facility. 

"We've been receiving those ideas on the 
(city) Web site," he said. "I'm not 
surprised." 

Several respondents on a panel of officials 
and experts in the process pointed out 
problems with the property reverting to a 
national park. 

Daniel Witter. 2006. "Beale Leader 
Leaving." Appeal-Democrat (Marysville, 
CA) (February 25). 

Brig. Gen. Larry Wells, commander of the 
9th Reconnaissance Wing at Beale Air Force 
Base, will take a post at Langley Air Force 
Base in Virginia, according to Beale 
officials. 

Wells will be replaced by Brig. Gen. (select) 
Harry D. Polumbo Jr., currently assistant 
deputy director of Global Operations, 5-39, 
with the Joint Chiefs of Staff in Washington, 
D.C. 

One is that the federal government has not No date has been set for the change of 
indicated that it wants Fort Monroe after command or when Wells will leave the base. 
201 1. He will become assistant director of Air and 

Space Operations at Air Combat Command 
"The National Park Service is underfunded at Langley. 
by about $600 million," said Brian 
DeProfio, assistant to the Hampton city 
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"It's truly been my honor and personal 
privilege to have served with such sterling 
warriors and community leaders," said 
Wells, who has lived at Beale with his wife, 
Kathy, and three children since August 
2004. 

"Kathy and I are thrilled to be part of Team 
Beale and will miss the many friends we've 
made here." Wells said. "We look forward 
to our new assignment where we can spread 
the good news of all that Beale and the local 
community have to offer." 

Wells said he enjoys leading the 9th 
Reconnaissance Wing and regrets leaving so 
soon. 

"We hope we've made a difference while 
serving with you and will always have fond 
memories of all the many experiences we've 
shared." 

In his new role, Wells expects to be deeply 
involved in intelligence, surveillance and 
reconnaissance and still deal with Beale Air 
Force Base. 

"The new job entails an increase in 
responsibility to organize, train and equip 
our warriors serving in the Air Force's 
largest command," he said. "We look 
forward to taking on new and interesting 
challenges." 

During a short phone interview, Polumbo 
said he and his wife, Sandra, are looking 
forward to joining Beale. 

"I'm really excited to be coming to Beale," 
he said. 

The Global Hawk is capable of flying 
unmanned at altitudes above 65,000 feet for 
more than 24 hours. 

Before leading Beale, Wells was the chief of 
FIA-22 System Management Organization 
and deputy director of Requirements for Air 
Combat Command headquarters. 

Wells is an F-16 pilot with more than 2,400 
hours of flight time in the aircraft. During 
his assignment at Beale, Wells was also 
trained to fly the U-2 and the T-38, both of 
which operate out of Beale. 

Wells oversaw Beale during the recent Base 
Realignment and Closure process, which left 
Beale relatively unscathed, although 179 
positions will be phased out and the 940th 
Air Refueling Wing will be folded into the 
Global Hawk program. 

Polumbo takes over Beale as the Air Force 
proposes to phase out the U-2 by 201 1. The 
proposal has yet to be approved by Congress 
and President Bush as part of the budget 
process. 

Details on the phase out are not yet 
available, nor are potential impacts to Beale. 

The proposed retirement of the U-2 would 
occur as the Global Hawk takes on a larger 
role. By 2012, Beale will have 5 1 Global 
Hawk aircraft. 

Appeal-Democrat reporter Daniel Witter can 
be reached at 749-471 2. You may e-mail 
him at dwitteraappeal-democrat.com. 

Wells took command of Beale in August The Associated Press. 2006. "Walter 
2004, shortly before the first Global Hawk Reed's Closing Means Another Move for 
aircraft arrived. Museum of the Macabre." Associated 

Press Newswires (February 25, 12:25). 
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Washington (AP) * The National Museum 
of Health and Medicine might get a new 
home. 

The museum, which has collected thousands 
of medical oddities, has been located on the 
campus of the Walter Reed Army Medical 
Center since 197 1. 

But last summer, the Base Closure and 
Realignment Commission voted to close the 
military hospital and move many of its 
medical services to Bethesda by 201 1. 

The commission doesn't indicate what will 
happen to the museum, other than to say it 
won't be "disestablished." But it's expected 
to move with the hospital to Bethesda. 

It would be the museum's tenth move since 
its founding in 1 862. 

Frevious locations have included the 
National Mall, where the museum drew as 
many as 765-thousand people a year. 
Attendance has declined since then, but 
many are still curious about the exhibits, 
which include a giant hair ball that once 
filled the stomach of a 12-year-old grl .  

On the Net: 

National Museum of Health and Medicine: 
http://~~~.nrnhm.washingtondc.museum 

tJnattributed. 2006. "MD HB 1576,2006- 
2006." LegAlert (February 25). 

Delegates Rudolph, Glassman, James, and 
Kohl; Establishing the BRAC Marketing 
and Infrastructure Improvement Program in 
the Department of Business and Economic 
Development; providing for the 

administration of the Program; providing for 
financial assistance for infrastructure 
improvements in specified counties; 
establishing an advisory committee for the 
Program; requiring the Governor to include 
a specified appropriation for the Program; 
etc. 

20060222 * (H) FIRST READING HOUSE 
RULES AND EXECUTIVE 
NOMINATIONS 

The Associated Press. 2006. "Prosecutor 
Calls for l&Year Jail Term for Uzbek 
Opposition Leader." Associated Press 
Newswires (February 24,09: 1 8). 

Tashkent, Uzbekistan (AP) * An Uzbek 
prosecutor on Friday demanded an 18-year 
prison term for an opposition leader standing 
trial on charges of tax evasion and other 
economic crimes, his lawyer said. 

Sandjar Umarov, the chairman of the 
Sunshine Uzbekistan group, pleaded 
innocent to all charges. His group was a 
vocal critic of last May's bloody suppression 
of an uprising in the eastern city of Andijan. 
Rights groups say troops fired on unarmed 
protesters and say the death toll was as high 
as 700; the government says 187 people died 
and that the uprising was provoked by 
Islamic extremists. 

Prosecutor Gennady Davletov said Friday 
that Umarov's guilt had been proven and 
asked the City Court in the capital, 
Tashkent, to sentence him to 18 years in 
prison, his lawyer Valery Krasilovsky said. 

Krasilovsky said that the accusations leveled 
at the trial were based solely on witness 
testimonies. "We never heard any analysis 
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or reference to any documents" from 
prosecutors, he said. 

Sunshine Uzbekistan has urged the 
government of President Islam Karimov to 
start economic and social reforms. 

Karimov, who has ruled the Central Asian 
nation since 1989, has conducted a 
crackdown on political foes and dissident 
Muslims, shutting down opposition parties 
and jailing thousands. 

Facing Western criticism, Karimov's 
government has refused an international 
inquiry into the Andijan events and evicted 
U.S. troops from a military base that was 
used for operations in Afghanistan. 

Nathman, who completed his first year in 
the Norfolk-based Fleet Forces Command 
on Saturday, talked in his first in-depth 
interview about major issues facing the 
Atlantic and Pacific fleets he is responsible 
for training and equipping. 

It's been a fast-paced year with no let up in 
sight, he said. The Navy has put more boots 
on the ground in the Middle East to relieve 
Army and Marine Corps troops; worked to 
open an outlying airfield in Washington 
County, N.C.; tried to create an under-water 
sonar test range 60 miles off the North 
Carolina coast; and fought to protect Oceana 
Naval Air Station as a master jet base. 

The actual retirement date for the Kennedy 
******* hinges on legislation that would repeal a 

recent law requiring the Navy to maintain at 
Jack Dorsey. 2006. "Retire JFK Now, Says least 12 aircraft carriers, N a t h a n  said. 
Fleet Forces Commander." The Virginian- Retiring the Kennedy would drop the carrier 
Pilot (Norfolk, VA) (February 24): B 1. force to 1 1. 

The Florida-based aircraft carrier John F. After the release of the Defense 
Kennedy should be retired "as rapidly as Department's Quadrennial Defense Review 
possible," said Adm. John B. Nathan,  the earlier this month, U.S. Sen. John Warner, 
fleet commander here. 

That could happen as early as March, with 
the following three to four months needed to 
physically place it in retirement, freeing the 
2,200 sailors aboard for reassignment, he 
said. 

"It is the right thing to do for the men and 
women on that ship," Nathman said. "It is 
actually the right thing to do for the ship 
because the decision has been made." 

Virginia officials are interested in the 38- 
year-old Kennedy's status because a 
Hampton Roads-based carrier * along with 
its economic benefits * possibly could be 
reassigned to Florida as a replacement. 

R-Va., agreed to sponsor a bill that would 
take the Navy off the hook for that mandate. 

"If we get the language removed, in 
pragmatic terms, it allows us to make the 
decommissioning decision sooner, allows us 
to make it in a very timely way for the Navy 
and the crew, and allows us not to make big 
investments in sustaining it," Nathman said. 

Trying to sustain the aging oil-fired carrier 
would be a lo sing proposition in Nathan 's  
view. There is no reason to expose the ship 
and crew to a deteriorating condition, he 
said. 

Because the Kennedy never received the last 
portion of a $350 million overhaul, which 
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was to have been done in Hampton Roads in 
the past year , it began to rapidly deteriorate, 
he said. 

On Wednesday, inspectors were in Mayport, 
Fla., the Kennedy's home port, where they 
were expected to decertify half of its boilers, 
which produce steam for propulsion. 

Last week the ship's arresting cable gear 
was decertified, meaning it can no longer 
land fixed-wing planes, only helicopters. 
Two of its four catapults also have been shut 
down. 

"You would have to put almost $200 million 
to get it back to operational status at sea, and 
you would still need another $2 billion to get 
it back to where it needs to be," Nathman 
said. 

That money is better used elsewhere in the 
fleet, he said. 

The Kennedy, built in Newport News 
between 1964-68, most likely would be 
taken to Philadelphia to spend its final years 
in mothballs, said Pat Dolan, a 
spokeswoman for the Naval Sea Systems 
Command in Washington. 

It's the only deep-water facility the Navy 
has on the East Coast to keep such ships, she 
said. 

As to what might replace the Kennedy in 
Mayport, Nathman said he doesn't know. 

amphibious ships, put in surface warfare 
ships, or do nothing? 

"The EIS needs to be done that will allow us 
to say what is the best case from either a 
strategc homeporting issue, or what are the 
best economic values." 

Nathrnan, who previously served as vice 
chief of naval operation, said the long-term 
viability of Oceana Naval Air Station in 
Virginia Beach is tied to the need to build a 
second outlying landing field, referred to as 
an OLF. 

The Navy is under court order to conduct 
additional environmental analysis on the 
impact of placing the proposed field in 
Washington County and has reopened 
considerations of four other sites for 
consideration. 

The OLF is needed to relieve carrier landing 
practices at the Navy's auxiliary landing 
field at Fentress in Chesapeake, Nathman 
said. 

Virginia Beach and Virginia officials are 
under pressure from the federal Base 
Realignment and Closure Commission to 
roll back development around Oceana for it 
to continue as a master jet base. 

"I believe in the long-term viability of 
Oceana, but you have to have the OLF," 
Nathrnan said. The field is opposed by local 
farmers and environmentalists. 

The Navy will spend $10 million on an If the OLF is not built, "I don't see how we 
environmental impact statement to see can be good neighbors in the long term." 
whether it should dredge and renovate the 
Mayport piers to accept a nuclear-powered The Navy's FIA-18 Super Hornets are 
carrier. scheduled to be based at Oceana for 30 more 

years, he said. He's confident that with the 
"Do you want to home-base a nuke there?" continued efforts by the Virginia Beach and 
he asked. "Do you want to put in state governments, Oceana will remain. 
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"I was in the BRAC debates from the 
service standpoint," he said. "I know the 
military value of Oceana. I know why the 
Navy never put it on the list to begin with. I 
understand why the BRAC Commission 
went after Oceana, because they saw the 
encroachment, the training issues and the 
safety issues." 

Reach Jack Dorsey at (757) 446-2284 or 
jack.dorsey@pilotonline.com. 

recognize the full value this base brings to 
our nation's air defense system." 

The 174th Fighter Wing stationed at 
Hancock has a rich history, beginning with 
active duty in France during the Berlin crisis 
in 1961 -1 962. It was one of only two Air 
National Guard units to fly combat missions 
during Operation Desert Storm. The unit 
also flew patrols in Iraq's no-fly zones. 

After the Sept. 1 1 terrorist attacks, 174th 
pilots also flew security patrols over New 
York City and the Northeast. 

The Associated Press. 2006. "Air Force The base employs 1,400 soldiers and staff. 
Secretary Visits Syracuse Air National The Predator squadron could add another 
Guard Unit." Associated Press Newswires 450 positions. 
(February 24, 15:34). 

* * * * * * * 
Syracuse, N.Y. (AP) * U.S. Air Force 
Secretary Michael Wynne spent three hours Additional Notes 
here Friday visiting the Hancock Air 
National Guard Base which has been chosen 
for one of the Air Force's Predator aircraft 
squadrons. 

The Predator, operated by a two-member 
crew on the ground, is used mostly for 
gathering intelligence and surveillance but 
can be armed with missiles fired by remote 
control. 

Wynne was given a private base tour and a 
closed-door briefing on the $63 million in 
improvements undertaken at Hancock since 
1996, said U.S. Rep. James Walsh, the 
area's congressman and chairman of the 
House Appropriations Subcommittee on 
Military Quality of Life and Veterans 
Affairs. 

Walsh, who accompanied Wynne, said he 
arranged the visit "to ensure that the highest- 
ranking officials within the Air Force 
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Staff. 2006. "Special Operations Aviation 
Enjoys Attention." Aerospace Daily & 
Defense Report 2 17/34 (February 22): 2. 

Rumsfeld Priority: Center for Strategic and 
Budgetary Assessments Executive Director 
Andrew Krepinevich said Defense Secretary 
Donald Rumsfeld has shown personal 
interest in special operations aviation -and 
maybe more than any other particular new 
capability discussed in the Quadrennial 
Defense Review. "That probably insulates 
from some of the pernicious things that can 

"Should Fort Become a National Park?" happen along the line," he told a public 
audience near Capitol Hill. Special force's 

"Walter Reed's Closing Means Another aviation is expected to get a boost from 
Move for Museum of the Macabre." Quadrennial Defense Review 

recommendations to replace aging combat 
"MD HB 1576,2006-2006." search-and-rescue and penetrating aircraft 

such as the MC-130 Combat Shadow, 
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DAILY-affiliate Aviation Week & Space 
Technology reported. 

Unattributed. 2006. "HUD Launches BRAC 
Initiative 'Operation Fresh Start' in 
Southeast." US Fed News (February 2 1). 

Birmingham, Ala., Feb. 21 - The U.S. 
Department of Housing & Urban 
Development's Birmingham Field Office 
issued the following press release: 

Working through the local HUD offices in 
the Southeast, the HUD team is available to 
cities, local redevelopment authorities, and 
other interested parties (e.g., lenders, 
developers, nonprofits, etc.) to help them 
navigate through the agency's programs and 
processes. The HUD staff offers a variety of 
expertise in developing partnerships in both 
the public and private sectors. Visit the 
HUD Field Office Directors[3] webpage 
where you can find their phone numbers. 

The results of the 2005 Base Realignment 111 
and Closure (BRAC) process have created http://www.hud.gov/local/shared/workinglr4 
opportunities and challenges for the /ofs/?state=al 
communities where bases have been closed. 
In response, today, February 2 1,2006, the [2] http://www.defenselink.mil/brac/ 
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) launched an initiative [3] http://www.hud.gov/localoffices.cfm. 
called "Operation Fresh Start" to assist those 
communities in the Southeast. +****** 

HUD Southeast Regional Director Bob 
Young stated, " HUD wants to develop 
relationships with those communities that 
need assistance and work with our partners 
to structure ways to revitalize and rebuild 
communities affected by BRAC closings". 
''This is just one of many ways HUD is 
outreaching to help communities affected by 
BRAC closings and devastation by 
disasters", said Young. 

As a first step in the BRAC process, HUD 
has prepared a tool kit to make communities 
aware of some of HUD's resources available 
to them. This tool kit is available online[l] 
or you can call (404) 33 1-5001 ext. 2680 for 
a copy. The links at this website will enable 
BRAC communities to get more detailed 
information to assist them in the 
restructuring of their affected communities. 
Also available is the Department of 
Defense's website for complete information 
on the BRAC program[2]. 

Unattributed. 2006. "Defense Commissary 
Agency Leaders Meet to Map Agency's 
Future." US Fed News (February 1 7). 

Fort Lee, Va., Feb. 17 - The U.S. 
Department of Defense's Defense 
Commissary Agency issued the following 
press release: 

Defense Commissary Agency leaders 
emerged from a five-day strategic planning 
conference last week that incorporated a 
new concept involving goal captains -key 
individuals whose teams will help define 
and map the strategies to accomplish the 
agency's strategic goals and objectives. 

The session, held Feb. 6- 10 in 
Williamsburg, Va., was attended by senior 
leaders and managers from all levels of the 
agency, who met to discuss and plan 
DeCA's roadmap for the future. They dealt 
with issues such as changes in military force 
structure and missions, base realignments 
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and closures, overseas basing, work force 
transitioning and A-76 competitive sourcing 
-issues that leaders feel DeCA must be ready 
for and adapt to in order to provide the 
commissary benefit more effectively and 
efficiently. 

"This year we had a different approach. We 
identified goal captains to lead teams to 
research our goals before our conference 
met. We have three main goals and we 
evaluate where we are in relationship to 
those goals, determine what new strategies 
we need to put on our plate to support the 
commissary benefit in the future, and move 
forward," said Patrick B. Nixon, chief 
executive officer and acting director. 

Bob Vitikacs, director of sales, and Keith 
Hagenbuch, director of performance and 
policy, are captains of one goal that deals 
with DeCA's core mission of delivering the 
commissary benefit as it relates to sales, 
facilities and equipment. Jerry Oestreich, 
director of human resources, and Pam 
Conklin, chief financial executive, are 
captains of the second goal dealing with the 
future of DeCA's work force. Vicki 
Archileti, director of corporate planning, and 
Gerald Adair, director of systems 
engineering, are captains of the third goal 
that deals with business infrastructure. 

Goal captains continue their work after the 
conference. Each goal is linked to integrated 
groups of process owners. If DeCA is going 
to pursue Internet shopping, somebody owns 
that project and is responsible for getting it 
done as well as working with the various 
disciplines in DeCA to make it happen. If 
DeCA is doing a prototype work force, 
someone owns that and is the go-to person 
responsible for reporting progress and 
results, Nixon said. 

Kevin Robinson, 8041734-8773, 
kevin.robinson@deca.mil. 

Unattributed. 2006. "Mobile Selects Tetra 
Tech, CH2M Hill for Environmental 
Sewices Contracts." Corps Report 14lfor 
(February 15): 32. 

The Mobile District has awarded architect- 
engineering contracts for environmental 
support services to two firms. Tetra Tech 
Inc. of Fairfax, Va., and CH2M Hill Inc. of 
Atlanta will each provide services to the 
district covering environmental work 
associated with the Defense Department's 
Base Realignment and Closure Program. 
The range of activities will include water 
quality studies, contaminated site analysis, 
land use plans, mitigation plans, and master 
planning for facilities designated as BRAC 
sites. The contracts also cover regulatory 
compliance measures. Each contract is 
valued at $1.2 million. 

Contact: Mike Betteker, project manager, 
Tetra Tech, (703) 385-6000; David Urbina, 
manager of business development, CH2M 
Hill, (770) 604-9095. 

Unattributed. 2006. "Sen. Roberts Meets 
DOD Official Discusses Effects of Base 
Realignment and Closures on Kansas 
Communities." US Fed News (February 
24). 

Topeka, Kan., Feb. 24 - The office of Sen. 
Pat Roberts, R-Kan., issued the following 
press release: 

Sen. Pat Roberts met with Patrick O'Brien, 
Director of the Office of Economic 
Adjustment under the Secretary of Defense, 
to discuss economic development in Kansas 
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communities in light of the recent Base Unattributed. 2006. "Elk 'Mugged' on 
Realignment and Closures (BRAC) Closing Naval Base." US Fed News 
recommendations. (February 24). 

"I was pleased to welcome Director O'Brien 
to Kansas," Senator Roberts said. "Our state 
was the first stop on his tour of BRAC 
communities. This action builds on the 
teamwork of already strong state and local 
leadership, especially in Parsons. I am 
encouraged to see the Department of 
Defense focus a great deal of attention on 
the needs of Kansas communities who play 
a role in the nation's defense." 

In discussions with Director O'Brien, 
Senator Roberts learned that the Office of 
Economic Adjustment (OEA) will sponsor a 
search for a qualified candidate to serve as 
the Executive Director of the Kansas Army 
Ammunition Plant Local Redevelopment 
Planning Authority. This person will 
coordinate state, local and federal initiatives 
to redevelop the Parsons Army Ammunition 
Plant. 

Senator Roberts said he will continue to 
work with OEA to assist Ft. Riley 
communities in preparing for the arrival of 
more than 3,400 soldiers and their families. 
Roberts asked Director O'Brien to help with 
the wide scale development predicted for the 
region as families start to settle in the 
surrounding towns as well as the 
development the Department of Defense is 
already doing on post. 

Senator Roberts is a senior member of the 
Senate Armed Services Committee. 

Sarah Ross Little, 2021224-4774, 

Concorde, Calif., Feb. 24 * The U.S. Navy 
issued the following press release: 

The California Department of Fish and 
Game started "mugging" Tule Elk Feb. 13, 
in an effort to relocate them from Naval 
Weapons Station Seal Beach Detachment 
Concord. 

The base is closing under the Department of 
Defense's Base Realignment and Closure 
(BRAC) process, with portions of it being 
designated as wildlife preserve. 

"'Mugging', the use of helicopter mounted 
net guns to aid in the capture of large game, 
is preferred to using tranquilizers, because it 
doesn't introduce foreign chemicals into the 
elk's bloodstream," said Tom Swauger, 
public affairs director of the California 
Department of Fish and Game. 

The 46 elk that make up this herd have been 
living on the base for 30 years. They are 
being introduced to three herds in 
surrounding areas, with the majority being 
moved to Cache Creek, Calif., north of San 
Francisco. 

The Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation, as 
well as students from the School of 
Veterinary Medicine at the University of 
California at Davis, volunteered in the 
capture, examination, and relocation 
process. Some elk were tagged during 
examination for scientific research. 

"The elk were a pleasurable sight," Richard 
Pieper, caretaker for Naval Weapons Station 
Seal Beach Detachment Concord, said. "It 
gave me a good feeling to see nature in its 
rightful place." 
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The Tule Elk, which are protected under the 
Tule Elk Preservation Act of 1976, have 
slowly been making a comeback in 
California. During the turn of the last 
century, there were less than a dozen. 
Currently, there are 3,800 elk in 22 herds 
across the state. 

For more news from around the fleet, visit 
~vww.navy.mil. 

National News Articles 

Local News Articles 

Henry C. Jackson. 2006. "Vilsack Calls for 
More Input on National Guard 
Decisions." Associated Press Newswires 
February 28,2006 

Des Moines, Iowa (AP) -Gov. Tom Vilsack 
said Monday that the Bush administration 
had adopted a "trust me attitude" toward 
National Guard troop deployments, and he 
called on the president to give the nation's 
governors a more active role in the 
discussion. 

"Governors ought to be engaged and 
involved in making that decision," he said 
by telephone from the National Governor's 
Association's winter meeting in 
Washington, D.C. "That certainly wasn't 
done with the (base realignment and closure) 
process and it hasn't been done with this 
process." 

Vilsack said the nation's governors - 
Republicans and Democrats alike - were 
concerned about how the federal 
government would help states pay for 
increased troop levels and replacing 
equipment sent abroad. He spoke about 
those concerns after the governors met 

Monday with President Bush and Defense 
Secretary Donald Rumsfeld. 

Next year, 333,000 National Guard troops 
will be funded by the federal government - 
down from 350,000 that are funded this 
year. Vilsack said federal officials have 
pledged to find money in the budget should 
recruitment exceed the number of troops that 
were funded, but he expressed skepticism 
about where the funding would come from. 

"We have no assurance, in fact, the money 
will be available," Vilsack said, "and no 
assurance where it will be taken from in 
terms of our priorities." 

Other topics brought up by the governors 
during their meeting with President Bush 
included the war in Iraq and the war on 
terrorism, immigration, the National 
Security Agency's domestic surveillance 
program and the Medicare prescription drug 
program. 

Vilsack said the governors were concerned 
about the May 15 cutoff date for the 
Medicare program and suggested possibly 
extending the deadline. 

"Considering that there's been so much 
confusion, we might want to give people 
more time," he said. 

Jim Hodges. 2006. "Should Fort Become a 
National Park?" Daily Press (Newport 
News, VA) February 24,2006 

At a community forum Thursday night, 
some suggested the idea was an opportunity. 
Others prefer new development. 

For those who have long thought of Fort 
Monroe as a city asset and now consider it 
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an economic opportunity for the city, there 
was a disagreeing opinion. 

"We consider historic Fort Monroe a 
national treasure," Louis Guy, president of 
the Norfolk Historical Society, told a town 
hall meeting Thursday in Phoebus. 

For those who anticipate the loss of 7 
percent of Hampton's economy being 
remedied by taxes from new construction on 
waterfront property when Fort Monroe 
closes in 201 1, there was the suggestion of a 
greater good. 

It should be a national park with a historic 
bent, more than one person told the audience 
of about 200 and WHRO television cameras 
at the American Theater. 

manager. He is concentrating on BRAC and 
Fort Monroe. 

" ... They aren't champing at the bit to take 
on Fort Monroe, but that doesn't mean we 
won't proceed in that direction (if that 
decision to do so is made)." 

And Joe Bouchard, who worked with base 
reuse during the 1995 BRAC round while on 
the National Security Council, suggested 
another problem - and a remedy - with a 
park. 

"Historic renovation and community 
development are not mutually exclusive," he 
said. "You can be in a position to retain 
history ... instead of risking having to hope 
that Congress will appropriate money to 
support you year after year after year." 

The Daily Press was a co-sponsor. 

The park idea has become a recurring theme 
to Bob Harper, chairman of the Federal Area 
Development Authority, which is overseeing 
efforts to determine Fort Monroe's destiny 
now that the Base Realignment and Closure 
commission has worked its will to close the 
facility. 

"We've been receiving those ideas on the 
(city) Web site," he said. "I'm not 
surprised." 

Several respondents on a panel of officials 
and experts in the process pointed out 
problems with the property reverting to a 
national park. 

One is that the federal government has not 
indicated that it wants Fort Monroe after 
201 1. 

"The National Park Service is underfunded 
by about $600 million," said Brian 
DeProfio, assistant to the Hampton city 

Daniel Witter. 2006. "Beale Leader 
Leaving." Appeal-Democrat (Marysville, 
CA) (February 25). 

Brig. Gen. Larry Wells, commander of the 
9th Reconnaissance Wing at Beale Air Force 
Base, will take a post at Langley Air Force 
Base in Virginia, according to Beale 
officials. 

Wells will be replaced by Brig. Gen. (select) 
Harry D. Polumbo Jr., currently assistant 
deputy director of Global Operations, 5-39, 
with the Joint Chiefs of Staff in Washington, 
D.C. 

No date has been set for the change of 
command or when Wells will leave the base. 
He will become assistant director of Air and 
Space Operations at Air Combat Command 
at Langley. 
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"It's truly been my honor and personal 
privilege to have served with such sterling 
warriors and community leaders," said 
Wells, who has lived at Beale with his wife, 
Kathy, and three children since August 
2004. 

"Kathy and I are thrilled to be part of Team 
Beale and will miss the many friends we've 
made here." Wells said. "We look forward 
to our new assignment where we can spread 
the good news of all that Beale and the local 
community have to offer." 

Wells said he enjoys leading the 9th 
Reconnaissance Wing and regrets leaving so 
soon. 

"We hope we've made a difference while 
serving with you and will always have fond 
memories of all the many experiences we've 
shared." 

In his new role, Wells expects to be deeply 
involved in intelligence, surveillance and 
reconnaissance and still deal with Beale Air 
Force Base. 

"The new job entails an increase in 
responsibility to organize, train and equip 
our warriors serving in the Air Force's 
largest command," he said. "We look 
forward to taking on new and interesting 
challenges." 

During a short phone interview, Polumbo 
said he and his wife, Sandra, are looking 
forward to joining Beale. 

"I'm really excited to be coming to Beale," 
he said. 

The Global Hawk is capable of flying 
unmanned at altitudes above 65,000 feet for 
more than 24 hours. 

Before leading Beale, Wells was the chief of 
FIA-22 System Management Organization 
and deputy director of Requirements for Air 
Combat Command headquarters. 

Wells is an F- 16 pilot with more than 2,400 
hours of flight time in the aircraft. During 
his assignment at Beale, Wells was also 
trained to fly the U-2 and the T-38, both of 
which operate out of Beale. 

Wells oversaw Beale during the recent Base 
Realignment and Closure process, which left 
Beale relatively unscathed, although 179 
positions will be phased out and the 940th 
Air Refueling Wing will be folded into the 
Global Hawk program. 

Polumbo takes over Beale as the Air Force 
proposes to phase out the U-2 by 201 1. The 
proposal has yet to be approved by Congress 
and President Bush as part of the budget 
process. 

Details on the phase out are not yet 
available, nor are potential impacts to Beale. 

The proposed retirement of the U-2 would 
occur as the Global Hawk takes on a larger 
role. By 201 2, Beale will have 5 1 Global 
Hawk aircraft. 

Appeal-Democrat reporter Daniel Witter can 
be reached at 749-471 2. You may e-mail 
him at dwitteraappeal-democrat.com. 

Wells took command of Beale in August The Associated Press. 2006. "Walter 
2004, shortly before the first Global Hawk Reed's Closing Means Another Move for 
aircraft arrived. Museum of the Macabre." Associated 

Press Newswires (February 25, 12:25). 
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Washington (AP) * The National Museum 
of Health and Medicine might get a new 
home. 

The museum, which has collected thousands 
of medical oddities, has been located on the 
campus of the Walter Reed Army Medical 
Center since 197 1. 

But last summer, the Base Closure and 
Realignment Commission voted to close the 
military hospital and move many of its 
medical services to Bethesda by 201 1. 

The commission doesn't indicate what will 
happen to the museum, other than to say it 
won't be "disestablished." But it's expected 
to move with the hospital to Bethesda. 

It would be the museum's tenth move since 
its founding in 1 862. 

Previous locations have included the 
National Mall, where the museum drew as 
many as 765-thousand people a year. 
Attendance has declined since then, but 
many are still curious about the exhibits, 
which include a giant hair ball that once 
tilled the stomach of a 12-year-old girl. 

On the Net: 

National Museum of Health and Medicine: 
http://www.nrnhrn.washingtondc.museum 

Unattributed. 2006. "MD HB 1576,2006- 
2006." LegAlert (February 25). 

Delegates Rudolph, Glassman, James, and 
Kohl; Establishing the BRAC Marketing 
and Infrastructure Improvement Program in 
the Department of Business and Economic 
Development; providing for the 

administration of the Program; providing for 
financial assistance for infrastructure 
improvements in specified counties; 
establishing an advisory committee for the 
Program; requiring the Governor to include 
a specified appropriation for the Program; 
etc. 

20060222 * (H) FIRST READING HOUSE 
RULES AND EXECUTIVE 
NOMINATIONS 

The Associated Press. 2006. "Prosecutor 
Calls for l&Year Jail Term for Uzbek 
Opposition Leader." Associated Press 
Newswires (February 24, 09: 18). 

Tashkent, Uzbekistan (AP) * An Uzbek 
prosecutor on Friday demanded an 18-year 
prison term for an opposition leader standing 
trial on charges of tax evasion and other 
economic crimes, his lawyer said. 

Sandjar Umarov, the chairman of the 
Sunshine Uzbekistan group, pleaded 
innocent to all charges. His group was a 
vocal critic of last May's bloody suppression 
of an uprising in the eastern city of Andijan. 
Rights groups say troops fired on unarmed 
protesters and say the death toll was as high 
as 700; the government says 187 people died 
and that the uprising was provoked by 
Islamic extremists. 

Prosecutor Gennady Davletov said Friday 
that Umarov's guilt had been proven and 
asked the City Court in the capital, 
Tashkent, to sentence him to 18 years in 
prison, his lawyer Valery Krasilovsky said. 

Krasilovsky said that the accusations leveled 
at the trial were based solely on witness 
testimonies. "We never heard any analysis 
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or reference to any documents" from 
prosecutors, he said. 

Sunshine Uzbekistan has urged the 
government of President Islam Karimov to 
start economic and social reforms. 

Karimov, who has ruled the Central Asian 
nation since 1989, has conducted a 
crackdown on political foes and dissident 
Muslims, shutting down opposition parties 
and jailing thousands. 

Facing Western criticism, Karimov7s 
government has refused an international 
inquiry into the Andijan events and evicted 
1J.S. troops from a military base that was 
used for operations in Afghanistan. 

Jack Dorsey. 2006. "Retire JFK Now, Says 
Fleet Forces Commander." The Virginian- 
Pilot (Norfolk, VA) (February 24): B1. 

The Florida-based aircraft carrier John F. 
Kennedy should be retired "as rapidly as 
possible," said Adm. John B. Nathan ,  the 
fleet commander here. 

That could happen as early as March, with 
the following three to four months needed to 
physically place it in retirement, freeing the 
2,200 sailors aboard for reassignment, he 
said. 

"It is the right thing to do for the men and 
women on that ship," Nathman said. "It is 
actually the right thing to do for the ship 
because the decision has been made." 

Virgnia officials are interested in the 38- 
year-old Kennedy's status because a 
Hampton Roads-based carrier * along with 
its economic benefits * possibly could be 
reassigned to Florida as a replacement. 

Nathman, who completed his first year in 
the Norfolk-based Fleet Forces Command 
on Saturday, talked in his first in-depth 
interview about major issues facing the 
Atlantic and Pacific fleets he is responsible 
for training and equipping. 

It's been a fast-paced year with no let up in 
sight, he said. The Navy has put more boots 
on the ground in the Middle East to relieve 
Army and Marine Corps troops; worked to 
open an outlying airfield in Washington 
County, N.C.; tried to create an under-water 
sonar test range 60 miles off the North 
Carolina coast; and fought to protect Oceana 
Naval Air Station as a master jet base. 

The actual retirement date for the Kennedy 
hinges on legislation that would repeal a 
recent law requiring the Navy to maintain at 
least 12 aircraft carriers, Nathrnan said. 
Retiring the Kennedy would drop the carrier 
force to 1 1. 

After the release of the Defense 
Department's Quadrennial Defense Review 
earlier this month, U.S. Sen. John Warner, 
R-Va., agreed to sponsor a bill that would 
take the Navy off the hook for that mandate. 

"If we get the language removed, in 
pragmatic terms, it allows us to make the 
decommissioning decision sooner, allows us 
to make it in a very timely way for the Navy 
and the crew, and allows us not to make big 
investments in sustaining it," Nathrnan said. 

Trying to sustain the aging oil-fired carrier 
would be a lo sing proposition in Nathan 's  
view. There is no reason to expose the ship 
and crew to a deteriorating condition, he 
said. 

Because the Kennedy never received the last 
portion of a $350 million overhaul, which 
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was to have been done in Harnpton Roads in 
the past year, it began to rapidly deteriorate, 
he said. 

On Wednesday, inspectors were in Mayport, 
Fla., the Kennedy's home port, where they 
were expected to decertify half of its boilers, 
which produce steam for propulsion. 

Last week the ship's arresting cable gear 
was decertified, meaning it can no longer 
land fixed-wing planes, only helicopters. 
Two of its four catapults also have been shut 
down. 

"You would have to put almost $200 million 
to get it back to operational status at sea, and 
you would still need another $2 billion to get 
it back to where it needs to be," N a t h a n  
said. 

That money is better used elsewhere in the 
fleet, he said. 

The Kennedy, built in Newport News 
between 1964-68, most likely would be 
taken to Philadelphia to spend its final years 
in mothballs, said Pat Dolan, a 
spokeswoman for the Naval Sea Systems 
Command in Washington. 

It's the only deep-water facility the Navy 
has on the East Coast to keep such ships, she 
said. 

As to what might replace the Kennedy in 
Mayport, Nathman said he doesn't know. 

amphibious ships, put in surface warfare 
ships, or do nothing? 

"The EIS needs to be done that will allow us 
to say what is the best case from either a 
strategic homeporting issue, or what are the 
best economic values." 

Nathman, who previously served as vice 
chief of naval operation, said the long-term 
viability of Oceana Naval Air Station in 
Virginia Beach is tied to the need to build a 
second outlying landing field, referred to as 
an OLF. 

The Navy is under court order to conduct 
additional environmental analysis on the 
impact of placing the proposed field in 
Washington County and has reopened 
considerations of four other sites for 
consideration. 

The OLF is needed to relieve carrier landing 
practices at the Navy's auxiliary landing 
field at Fentress in Chesapeake, Nathman 
said. 

Virginia Beach and Virginia officials are 
under pressure from the federal Base 
Realignment and Closure Commission to 
roll back development around Oceana for it 
to continue as a master jet base. 

"I believe in the long-term viability of 
Oceana, but you have to have the OLF," 
Nathman said. The field is opposed by local 
farmers and environmentalists. 

The Navy will spend $10 million on an If the OLF is not built, "I don't see how we 
environmental impact statement to see can be good neighbors in the long term." 
whether it should dredge and renovate the 
Mayport piers to accept a nuclear-powered The Navy's FIA- 1 8 Super Hornets are 
carrier. scheduled to be based at Oceana for 30 more 

years, he said. He's confident that with the 
"Do you want to home-base a nuke there?" continued efforts by the Virginia Beach and 
he asked. "Do you want to put in state governments, Oceana will remain. 
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"I was in the BRAC debates from the 
service standpoint," he said. "I know the 
military value of Oceana. I know why the 
Navy never put it on the list to begin with. I 
understand why the BRAC Commission 
went after Oceana, because they saw the 
encroachment, the training issues and the 
safety issues." 

Reach Jack Dorsey at (757) 446-2284 or 
jack.dorsey@pilotonline.com. 

recognize the full value this base brings to 
our nation's air defense system." 

The 174th Fighter Wing stationed at 
Hancock has a rich history, beginning with 
active duty in France during the Berlin crisis 
in 1961 -1 962. It was one of only two Air 
National Guard units to fly combat missions 
during Operation Desert Storm. The unit 
also flew patrols in Iraq's no-fly zones. 

After the Sept. 1 1 terrorist attacks, 174th 
pilots also flew security patrols over New 
York City and the Northeast. 

The Associated Press. 2006. "Air Force The base employs 1,400 soldiers and staff. 
Secretary Visits Syracuse Air National The Predator squadron could add another 
Guard Unit." Associated Press Newswires 450 positions. 
(February 24, 15:34). 

******* 
Syracuse, N.Y. (AP) * U.S. Air Force 
Secretary Michael Wynne spent three hours Additional Notes 
here Friday visiting the Hancock Air 
National Guard Base which has been chosen 
for one of the Air Force's Predator aircraft 
squadrons. 

The Predator, operated by a two-member 
crew on the ground, is used mostly for 
gathering intelligence and surveillance but 
can be armed with missiles fired by remote 
control. 

Wynne was given a private base tour and a 
closed-door briefing on the $63 million in 
improvements undertaken at Hancock since 
1996, said U.S. Rep. James Walsh, the 
area's congressman and chairman of the 
House Appropriations Subcommittee on 
Military Quality of Life and Veterans 
Affairs. 

Walsh, who accompanied Wynne, said he 
arranged the visit "to ensure that the highest- 
ranking officials within the Air Force 
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Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 

March 7,2006 

County Executive James N. Robey and 
Department o f  Defense Releases County Council Chairman Christopher J. 

Merdon have agreed to combine their efforts 
National News Articles in creating a committee that will examine 

the effect of the thousands of government 
Local News Articles jobs heading to the region fkom the 

nationwide consolidation of military bases. 
"Robey and Merdon to Join Efforts for 
BRAC Committee." In January, the two announced plans to form 

similar committees that would analyze how 
"Spaceport Hopes for Cecil Could Take the Base Closure and Realignment process 
Flight." would affect the county's schools, roads, 

housing and businesses. But Robey 
"Military Stakes Claim to Station." announced Friday that Merdon would be 

withdrawing his council resolution to form a 
"Guard Chief Reports Stress Syndrome committee. 
Soaring with Vets." 

In a statement, Merdon said: "The County 
"Schools' Part of BRAC Equation is Council looks forward to working with 
Lousy Math." County Executive Robey on the formation 

of his task force as well as helping to 
Opinions/ Editorials address the impacts the BRAC 

recommendations will have on Howard 
Additional Notes County." 

De~artment o f  Defense Releases It is estimated that the BRAC process will 
bring 1 1,400 government jobs to Fort 

National News Articles Meade, just over the Howard County line in 
Anne Arundel County, and to Aberdeen 

Local News Articles Proving Ground in Harford County. 

Unattributed. 2006. “Robey and Merdon to The 25-member task force will be formed by 
Join Efforts for BRAC Committee." The executive order, and its members will be 
Raltimore (MD) Sun (March 5). named by the end of the month, Robey's 

statement said. 
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expected to see a couple of handfuls of 
flights. 

Timoth J. Gibbons. 2006. "Spaceport 
Hopes for Cecil Could Take Flight." The 
Florida Times-Union (Jacksonville, FL) 
(February 1 9): G 1. 

After the fight that residents near Cecil 
Commerce Center put up against Navy jets 
coming to the site, the idea of spaceships 
taking off fiom the Westside isn't one that 
might be popular. 

Cecil had housed the Navy jets for decades 
before it was closed in 1993 and the aircraft 
transferred to Virginia. The 17,000-acre site 
is now mostly empty: No one has moved 
into the city side of what is now called Cecil 
Commerce Center, although the 6,000 acres 
owned by the Aviation Authority have 
attracted a number of tenants, from aircraft 
maintenance companies to military training 
specialists. 

But the Jacksonville Aviation Authority and 
the Florida Space Authority think Cecil has 
a good shot at becoming a spaceport, so 
garnering such support becomes a political 
necessity. 

Now, the authority is looking to attract 
businesses that want to use the site's 12,500- 
foot-long runway to launch vehicles into 
space. The launches would be horizontal, 
with the spacecraft piggy-backing on the 
equivalent of commercial airplanes. 

That situation is what saw a bus-load of 
airport executives and residents from the 
Westside and Clay County heading out to 
Cape Canaveral last week for a meeting with 
Space Authority staff members. 

"It's important we get in the game and not 
end up being behind the curve," Aviation 
Authority spokesman Michael Stewart said. 
"I think everyone understands the urgency." 

The result? "I can't think of a better place 
than Cecil as far as what the Florida Space 
.4uthority would be looking for," said 
Russell Stalvey, treasurer of the Better 
Westside Project, the group that fought 
against turning Cecil into a master jet base, 
as suggested by Mayor John Peyton during 
last year's federal Base Realignment and 
Closure Commission process. "It would be a 
good fit." 

Following the meeting at Kennedy Space 
Center, Stalvey - a pilot - and others on the 
trip said a spaceport is a better fit for the 
area than a jet base because launches would 
be much less fkequent, and the planes being 
used would be a whisper compared to the 
roar of the jets. Rather than the hundreds of 
thousands of jets that take off from a master 
jet base each year, a space port would be 

That sense of urgency is on the minds of 
those who work at the Florida Space 
Authority, which is spearheading the push to 
set up a commercial spaceport within the 
state. Although Cape Canaveral has long 
been the storied home of America's space 
program, other states are busily trying to 
attract those who are commercializing such 
programs. Companies are launching 
satellites and research projects from the 
Kodiak Launch Complex in Alaska, the 
nation's first non-federally owned 
commercial spaceport, and there are space 
tourism ventures under way in New Mexico, 
where the state legislature last week 
approved a $100 million capital program for 
a spaceport. 

On Friday, a company that sent a tourist into 
space last year announced that it will 
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develop a $265 million spaceport in the 
United Arab Emirates, and Singapore is 
expected to soon announce its own plans to 
develop a spaceport. 

"Right now, the game is ours to lose - but 
we can lose it," said Tracy Hegler, director 
of planning and spaceport transportation for 
the state authority. A Florida spaceport 
would be designed to compete with the 
operations already in existence or the 
planning stages, sending up tourists and 
small payloads. 

"It's going to get off the ground," said Carl 
Moore, president of Westside Business 
Leaders. "If we don't get on board now, 
we're going to lose. This is a positive for 
Jacksonville. We just have to act on it." 

Ryan Huff. 2006. "Military Stakes Claim 
to Station." Contra Costa Times (Walnut 
Creek, CA) (March 3). 

Cecil is the first choice of the staff members 
. Working on the project, Space Authority 
Executive Director Winston Scott, a former 
astronaut, told the Jacksonville visitors last 
week. With the infrastructure already in 
place at the former base, as well as its 
location near the ocean, the site would be 
ideal for a pilot program, Scott said, since it 
wouldn't require investment in things like 
extending runways. 

The state's next step to space will come next 
month, when the Space Authority meets in 
Tallahassee for its quarterly meeting. 
A4uthority staff members plan to ask for 
permission to enter into a memorandum of 
understanding with Jacksonville, which 
could kick off the process of getting a 
federal spaceport license, a project that 
would take at least 18 months. 

The authority board, led by Lt. Gov. Toni 
Jennings, has also considered holding a 
competition among interested spaceports. 
Scott said Cecil would clearly be expected 
to win such a face-off. 

Although the process is still in its early 
stages, at least some of those who live in the 
area are embracing the promise of a 
spaceport - and whatever jobs and ancillary 
benefits it brings along with it. 

Military officials want to take three bites out 
of prime Concord Naval Weapons Station 
real estate that city officials hope to develop. 

If that happens, Concord might have to cut 
in half its 18-hole Diablo Creek Golf Course 
and scale back its development plans for the 
recently closed military base. 

For various military purposes, the Defense 
Department and Coast Guard want to hold 
on to the nearly 400 acres that either 
straddles Highway 4 or is within walking 
distance of the North Concord/Martinez 
BART station. Such a grab would subtract 
15 percent of the land the city wants to 
develop. 

Concord leaders say those properties are 
crucial to their plans for a high-density 
transit village and businesses along the 
freeway. 

But the city has no power to stop the 
military because the federal government 
owns the $1 70-acre inland part of the base 
and can decide what it wants to keep before 
the city can dream how to reuse it. 

That process is part of a standard program 
where any federal agency can request 
property from the Navy through March 23. 
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While the Navy will listen to advice from 
the Concord City Council, experts say the 
military usually supports its fellow 
branches' requests for property. 

"They get first dibs," said Harry Kelso, who 
leads Base Closure Partners, a 
redevelopment consultant. "The fact they are 
first in the pecking order, it would lead you 
to believe the chances of them getting what 
they want is pretty good." 

So far, the military branches' request to get 
land from the Navy includes: 

* 61 acres for the Coast Guard's existing 
3 16 occupied housing units south of the 
BART station. 

* 30 acres for the National Guard to build a 
regional emergency operations center that 
might replace armories in Pittsburg, 
Concord and Walnut Creek. 

* 291 acres north of Highway 4 for the 
Army to operate a fire station, railroad 
maintenance yard and administration 
offices. 

In November, Congress approved closing 
the base's inland portion in a cost-cutting 
move that will save the federal government 
millions of dollars annually. 

The Army will continue to run the Suisun 
Bay port and says it needs the land near 
Highway 4 to support those operations. That 
property includes two-thirds of the city's 
Diablo Creek Golf Course. 

If that goes through, the city would have to 
reduce the size of its course because 
Concord leases about 100 acres from the 
military. 

"It would mean a nine-hole golf course," 
Concord City Manager Lydia Du Borg 
quipped. 

As for the Coast Guard housing property, 
the city has a bargaining chip. 

Concord leaders support building new 
housing elsewhere on the base with full city 
services to replace the 3 16 units of Coast 
Guard duplexes and townhouses that 
currently sit on Navy land. The one-story, 
white duplexes were built in 1965, while the 
town homes are 17 years old. 

Concord would prefer to build 
condominiums and other high-density 
residences near the BART station to 
encourage alternatives to automobile 
commuting, Du Borg said. 

The Coast Guard stands by its request for 
the 61-acre property but is willing to talk 
with city officials about a replacement 
housing site. 

"We're always open to discussions," said 
Senior Chief Petty Officer John Moss, a 
Coast Guard spokesman. "But at this point, I 
don't want to characterize (the city's 
proposal) with positive or negative 
feedback." 

The city intends to build as many as 13,000 
homes on the former base, create 15,500 
jobs and preserve about half the land for 
open space, parks and trails, according to 
Concord's draft general plan. 

A substantial reduction of the 5,170 acres 
currently available could mean cutting back 
on those numbers. 

These military requests are far fiom a done 
deal. The Navy will evaluate each proposal 
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and make a decision later this year, said Jill 
Votaw, a Navy base reuse spokeswoman. 

"We want to balance the needs of federal 
agencies with needs of the local 
community," she said. "It's a partnership." 

Ryan Huff covers Concord and Clayton. 
Reach him at 925-977-8471 or 
rhuff@cctimes.com. 

Wayne Woolley. 2006. "Guard Chief 
Reports Stress Syndrome Soaring with 
Vets." The Star-Ledger (Newark, NJ) 
(March 3): 2 1. 

New Jersey's top military officer said 
yesterday the state Department of Military 
and Veterans Affairs more than doubled its 
budget this year to treat veterans for post- 
traumatic stress disorder. 

At a hearing of the state Senate Judiciary 
Committee, during which he was 
unanimously endorsed for a second term as 
adjutant general, Maj. Gen. Glenn Rieth said 
his department budgeted $800,000 this year 
* up from $300,000 the previous year * for 
post-traumatic stress disorder treatment for 
veterans, some of whom fought in Iraq or 
'4fghanistan. He said he may seek more 
funding in the next fiscal year, which begins 
in July. 

"About 25 percent of the kids are having 
some problems," Rieth said. "It's not just 
New Jersey's problem. It's America's 
problem." 

During the 30-minute hearing, Rieth also 
said he will be "fully engaged" in efforts to 
reuse Fort Monmouth after the Pentagon 
closes it in 201 0. 

A career National Guard officer, Rieth was 
named to the Cabinet post by Gov. James E. 
McGreevey in 2002. He was renominated by 
Gov. Jon Corzine in January and is expected 
to be confirmed by the full Senate March 13. 

As adjutant general, Rieth, 48, oversees the 
agency that provides services to New 
Jersey's 600,000 veterans. He also 
commands the 5,900 soldiers and 2,400 
airmen of the state National Guard. 

State-funded treatment for veterans with 
post-traumatic stress or other mental health 
problems supplements wider programs run 
by the federal Department of Veterans 
Affairs, which is responsible for the bulk of 
veterans' medical care. 

President Bush's proposed VA budget calls 
for $2.2 billion for mental health treatment, 
including post-traumatic stress disorder. A 
recent Army study found one-third of the 
troops who served in Iraq sought 
psychological help in the year after their 
return. 

Lt. Col. Roberta Niedt, a military and 
Veterans Affairs spokeswoman, said the 
state mental health program is handling 
1,125 cases of post-traumatic stress disorder. 
The number includes New Jersey National 
Guard troops and other service members 
who have returned from combat zones over 
the past two years, as well as veterans of 
previous wars. 

The numbers are on the rise. In 2004, the 
state handled 1 18 new cases, and the number 
increased to 268 last year. There have been 
82 new cases since January, including 26 
National Guardsmen or reservists who 
served in Iraq. 

"At this rate, there's potential to have 400 
by the end of the year," Niedt said. "You 
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can see the potential for this to continue to 
increase." 

Niedt said she anticipates the increase 
because of two factors: the continuing return 
of troops from Iraq and the establishment in 
April of a state hotline for veterans' mental 
health issues. 

In addition, she said, veterans have become 
less reluctant to ask for help. "The stigma is 
being removed from post-traumatic stress," 
Niedt said. 

At yesterday's hearing, Sen. Joseph Kyrillos 
(R-Monmouth) asked Rieth about his 
agency's role in the future of Fort 
Monmouth, the Army communications 
research center ordered closed by the federal 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
last year. State officials are trying to ensure 
that the installation's 1,100 acres in 
Monmouth County are smoothly turned over 
to local control after the closure. The effort 
also includes creating high-tech jobs to 
replace the 15,000 high-paying civilian 
defense jobs related to Fort Monmouth. 

Rieth said Corzine has directed him to play a 
major role in the transition back to local 
control after the fort closes and its mission 
lnoves to the Aberdeen Proving Ground in 
Maryland. 

"The governor has made it clear that as the 
state's top military officer, he wants me 
fully engaged," Rieth said. 

Rieth said his agency will be given greater 
responsibility for protecting the state's six 
other major military installations from future 
Pentagon cutbacks. No individual state 
agency had this responsibility in the past. 

Kerry Dougherty. 2006. "Schools' Part of 
BRAC Equation is Lousy Math." The 
Virginian-Pilot (Norfolk, VA) (March 2): 
B1. 

After decades of shamelessly canoodling 
with developers and allowing all manner of 
outrageous encroachment around Oceana 
Naval Air Station, there are now plans afoot 
at City Hall to force Virginia Beach schools 
to take a financial hit in order to keep the 
master jet base in town. 

Sheesh. 

A memo, sent Monday by Assistant 
Superintendent Kathleen O'Hara to all 
school employees, warns that city staff 
wants the schools to pony up 51.79 percent 
of the costs of complying with Defense Base 
Realignment and Closure Commission 
demands. 

That'd be almost $4 million out of the 
school budget. 

According to O'Hara's memo, the School 
Board learned last weekend that school 
administrators "had been informed by city 
management that the school system may be 
asked to share the cost of implementing 
BRAC recommendations." 

BRAC ordered the Beach to buy up land 
around Oceana and spend at least $15 
million a year doing so to keep the base 
open. The state is paying half, which means 
the city officials want schools to pay a little 
more than half of the remaining $7.5 
million. 

Hmmm. What should schools cut? Milk in 
the cafeterias? Heat in the classrooms? 
Textbooks? 

None of the above. 
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The kids didn't make this mess. The kids 
shouldn't pay for it. 

It's bad enough that the taxpayers have to 
underwrite years of municipal folly. Then 
again, they bear some of the blame for 
electing and re-electing council members 
who were indifferent to the Navy. 

The proposed school budget * which will be 
tweaked by the School Board * totals $682.1 
million. That's $79 million more than last 
year , an increase of about 13 percent. 

Before taxpayers start screaming, Lucente 
notes that $2 1 million of the increase is 
unavoidable. It's earmarked for increases in 
the state retirement and insurance programs. 

Vicki Lucente, chief financial officer for 
Beach schools, told me Wednesday that she 
and School Superintendent Sheila Magula 
learned about this at a meeting with City 
Manager Jim Spore and the city's director of 
management services, Catheryn Whitesell, 
on Feb. 22. 

Keep in mind, too, that schools are greatly 
affected by fuel costs. Think it hurts to fill 
up your Ford Escort? Try gassing up 600 
school buses every day. 

Was your electric bill shocking last month? 
Try heating and lighting 125 sites. 

City staffers told the school administrators 
that it was in the best interest of the schools 
to keep the master jet base open, therefore, 
the school division should share the cost. 

Ultimately, City Council members will have 
to decide whether to squeeze the schools. 
It's an election year. Perhaps they'll do 
something sane and find the dough in their 
own budget. 

There are also new initiatives in the 
proposed spending plan. School officials 
want to add one full-day kindergarten class 
to each elementary school. These extended 
classes will be offered to youngsters who 
show early signs of weakness in literacy. 

That's not an expense; it's an investment. 

Virginia Beach schools are an unqualified 
success. Despite a significant number of 
needy students * more than a quarter of 
Beach kids qualify for fiee and reduced- 
price lunches * every school in the city is 
fully accredited. 

Virginia Beach public schools provide 
outstanding educational opportunities to 
74,113 children every day. 

Any council member who thinks it's smart 
to raid the schools to pay for BRAC should 
go to the blackboard, grab a piece of chalk 
and write this 74,113 times: 

Last year Standard & Poor's selected 
Virginia Beach as an "outperforming" 
school division because its student 
achievement is unexpectedly high. 

I will not make the kids pay for the council's 
mistakes. 

Beach residents without children also earn 
big dividends from the schools. The city's 
skyrocketing real estate values are related in 
no small part to the city's excellent 
education system. 

Additional Notes 
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Defense Base Closure and Realfgnrnent Comrnlsslon 

March 9,2006 

National News Articles 
Department o f  Defense Releases 

Local News Articles 
"House Lawmakers Concerned About 

DoD Budget, Plans For Guard and 

Reserve." 

"Kan. Democratic Par@." 

"Rep. Saxton Announces $40 Million 

Armv Proect for Fort Dix." 

"Missouri's 131st to be First-Ever Guard 

"Budget Cuts Threaten Cities, NN Mavor 

Says." 

"Robev and Merdon to Join Efforts for 

BRAC Committee." 

"Enthusiasm for Airport Should Be 

Soaring." 

"Army Plant Annexing in Riverbank's 
Unit Selected for Elite B-2 Mission." 

Future?" 
"Gov. Erlich Announces Fundinp for MD 

"Commission to Review National Guard 
175 Planning Studv in Anne Arundel 

Coun@." 

"N.Y. Power Authoritv to Help Sponsor 

Niagara Militan Affairs Council 

Celebration Dinner." 

"Guard Chief Reports Stress Syndrome 

Soaring with Vets." 

Role." 

"VA SJR 59,2006-2007, Adopted." 

"Fort Dix Lands $40.7 Million Armv 

Reserve Center. " 

"IL HB 4303,2005-2006." 

"Suozzils Uphill F i ~ h t  in His Bid to 

Become Democratic Nominee for 
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Governor, He is Far Behind Spitzer, Even Additional Notes 

in Nassau, Poll Shows." Department of  Defense Releases 

"Ready or Not, Here Thev Come!" National News Articles 

"Oak Knoll Nei&bors Chime In." Local News Articles 

"Airport Gets Boose From Supervisors." Chris Flores. 2006. "Budget Cuts Threaten 
Cities, NN Mayor Says." Daily Press 

"Anteon Providing ONR Program (Newport News, VA) (March 1): C4. 

Mana~ement Services." 

"Life After Katrina." 

In his state-of-the-city speech, Joe Frank 
says localities must join together to protect 
the future of federal facilities. 

"St. Louis Air Guard Unit Moving to Newport News Mayor Joe Frank said 
Tuesday that Hampton Roads localities must 

Whiteman Air Force Base." band together to regularly fend off budget 
cuts that threaten the region's federal 

"The Last Russian Troops Will Leave facilities that anchor the economy. 

Georgia in 2008." 

"12 Maior Reasons Whv Henoko Option 

is Flawed." 

"U.S. Beeins Construction on Rotation 

Base in Romania for 2,000 Soldiers." 

"Two Seek Adiutant General Post." 

"HCR 197,2005-2006." 

"Robins to Receive Huge Boost If 

hlilitaw Construction Package Is 

Approved." 

"A Leaner, Meaner Militarv." 

Oviniond Editorials 
3 

In his state-of-the-city speech, Frank called 
for the creation of a new alliance that will 
monitor the region's military and federal 
facilities like Jefferson Lab. There was a 
time when the region could depend on 
federal money, said Frank. 

"Today, that is no longer the case," he said. 

Frank said the new group was endorsed by 
the Hampton Roads Mayors and Chairs 
Caucus, which includes political leaders of 
the area's 16 cities and counties. The goal is 
to monitor the strengths and weaknesses of 
all federal facilities so the group can support 
and protect them. 

Newport News progressed economically in 
2005 with the continued development of 
Port Warwick, City Center and the 
expansion of the Patrick Henry retail 
corridor. And the city was lucky to gain jobs 
at Fort Eustis after the Base Realignment 
and Closure Commission process resulted in 
the closure of Hampton's Fort Monroe. 
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But defense cuts to Navy programs may hurt 
the Northrop Grumrnan Newport News 
shipyard, Frank said. The threat of moving 
an aircraft carrier from the region is 
looming. And cuts have hurt NASA 
Langley, which continues to be at risk. 
Jefferson Lab had its budget cut last year, 
but is slated for a big increase next year. 

George Cahlink. 2006. "House Lawmakers 
Concerned About DoD Budget, Plans For 
Guard and Reserve." Defense Daily 
229126 (February 9). 

House Armed Service Committee (HASC) 
yesterday members raised concerns about 
the Pentagon's plans for the Army Reserve 
and Army National Guard and suggested 
Congress should increase the Defense 
Department's overall 
$439 billion budget request. 

Rep. Ike Skelton (D-Mo.), the top Democrat 
on HASC, questioned a Pentagon proposal 
to only provide money for 334,000 Army 
National Guard troops and 200,000 Army 
reservists in 2007, even though the Guard is 
authorized to have as many as 350,000 
soldiers and the Reserve 205,000. 
"It appears to be a polite way of 
downsizing," Skelton said. 

Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld said 
repeatedly at a HASC hearing yesterday the 
Army National Guard and Reserve were not 
being downsized, but only given money for 
the actual number of troops in the reserve 
component. He said the Army National 
Guard could be funded at a higher level if it 
attracted more troops but there was not 
reason to do so until then. 

Skelton, however, said the National Guard 
had recently had strong recruiting and said 

the money was needed now. "So where does 
the money come fiom? To train, equip and 
man the additional troops, we need $8 10 
million. What's wrong with fully funding 
them?" he asked. 

HASC Chairman Duncan Hunter (R-Calif.) 
said the Iraq war had placed "enormous 
strains" on the armed forces and called on 
lawmakers to "seriously consider raising the 
top line." He said the Pentagon's overall 
budget shows a seven percent increase, but 
most of that pays for military base 
realignment closures and the Army's move 
to a more modular force. 

"When you factor in inflation, BRAC and 
Army modularity, the FY 2007 budget 
request is only 1.4 percent above the FY 
2006 enacted level," 
said Hunter, adding the nation spends only 
3.9 percent of its gross domestic product on 
defense currently compared to 9 percent 
under President John Kennedy. 

Hunter warned the Pentagon against making 
"tradeoffs" that cut troops to pay for 
modernizing the military. 

Other lawmakers also raised concerns that 
the Pentagon budget did not provide enough 
funding for specific areas. 

Rep. Vic Snyder (D-Ark.) said the 
Pentagon's science and technology 
(S&T) budget cut basic research by 3 
percent and applied research by 13 percent 
over last year's S&T funding. 

Rumsfeld, however, said Congress had 
added nearly $3 billion to the Pentagon's 
S&T and the Pentagon's initial request last 
year was lower than the proposal for 2007. 
He said DoD science and technology 
spending has increased over the last five 
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years going from $7.8 billion in 2002 to 
$1 1.1 billion in 2007. 

Rep. John McHugh (R.N.Y .), chairman of 
the committee's personnel subcommittee, 
questioned hundreds of millions of dollars 
the Pentagon hopes to save beginning in 
2007 by raising healthcare insurance 
premiums for military retirees and assuming 
they will seek fewer services. "What 
happens if you don't achieve it?" he asked. 

predecessor a $12 million balance in our 
state's treasury, and a $1.1 billion deficit. 
And, let me remind you that at one time, the 
Graves budget surplus was $750 million 

What was it that Bill Graves said during his 
campaign? "Stack 'em high a tight?" 

On January 15,2003, before a joint session 
of the Kansas Legislature, the new Governor 
Kathleen Sebelius delivered her first state of 
the state message. 

Unattributed. 2006. "Kan. Democratic At the conclusion of her speech, this is what 
Party." US Fed News (March 6). she said: 

Sen. Hensley -- Four More Years 

The Kansas Democratic Party issued the 
following statement: 

There is an expression in politics and 
whenever it is used by the Republicans it 
drives me crazy. But, in this year, 
Democrats can use this expression as it 
applies to the re-election of our Governor, 
Kathleen Sebelius. 

The expression is: "Four More Years." 

This is my 30th year in the Kansas 
Legislature. 

In the last 30 years, the revenue for state 
government has declined three times: 

In 1 986, revenue dropped 1 %. 

In 1998, following a series of Bill Graves' 
tax cuts, revenue declined 1 %. 

In 2002, Graves last year, state government 
receipts plummeted 7%. 

"Today's problems are the results of many 
different things. Some of it has been the 
slowing economy. Some of it has been past 
choices that were made. Whatever the cause, 
we got into this problem together, and we 
will get out of it together. There is no time 
for blame. There is no time for second- 
guessing. There is only time to look ahead 
and move forward together." 

If you believe, as I believe, that our 
Governor is a visionary and consensus 
builder, then say it - Four More Years. 

She entered office with a pledge to reform 
state government by cutting waste and 
promoting efficiency. 

She has three times balanced the state 
budget without cuts to education or vital 
services and without raising taxes, while at 
the same time, giving our dedicated state 
employees a pay increase. 

A review of state highway spending saved 
$800 million without sacrificing any 
projects. 

When Governor Sebelius was sworn into She saved the taxpayers another $100 
office she inherited from her Republican million by streamlining government. 
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When Governor Sebelius presented her 
budget to this year's legislative session the 
ending balance for FY 2007 is projected to 
be $395 million. 

If you believe, as I believe, that our 
Governor has shown what it is to be a 
fiscally responsible leader, then say it - Four 
More Years. 

Under her leadership, the Kansas economy 
has grown, and the Kansas Department of 
Labor has reported 21 out of 23 months of 
job growth. 

And, she put labor back into the Department 
of Labor. 

Over the past several years, Kansas families 
and businesses have earned more income. In 
fact, for the past four months Kansas tax 
revenues have exceeded estimates by more 
than $100 million. 

The Governor believes, and the Democrats 
in the Legislature believe, it is an absolute 
truth that we cannot grow the economy 
without growing jobs. 

The Governor believes, and we believe, it is 
an absolute truth that government cannot 
balance its budget if it doesn't help to 
balance the prosperity of its people. 

And, the Governor believes, and we believe, 
that for those who work hard for a living 
wage the price of their employment shall not 
be an unsafe workplace, injury, or death at 
an earlier age. 

If you believe, as I believe, that our 
Governor is a genuine champion of the 
working families of our state, then say it - 
For More Years. 

When the Bush administration began 
another round of military base closings, 
Governor Sebelius was proactive in making 
certain that Kansas didn't get on the hit list. 

She appointed a military advisory 
commission, chaired by our great Lt. 
Governor John Moore, to make our case of 
how important the military was to Kansas. 

Those efforts paid off with the planned 
return of the Big Red One to Fort Riley, and 
the deployment of new units to McConnell 
Air Force Base, Forbes Field and Fort 
Leavenworth. 

I vividly recall the front page headline in the 
Topeka Capital-Journal using a baseball 
metaphor, "Safe on All Bases." 

More than 13,000 military and civilian jobs 
are expected to come to Kansas as a result. 

Under her leadership, we have established a 
Military Bill of Rights and, for the first time, 
we are providing a life insurance benefit to 
the families of our National guardsmen who 
are killed in the line of duty. 

If you believe, as I believe that our 
Governor and Lt. Governor have been 
strong advocates for our military, then say it 
- Four More Years. 

In the area of health care, her record is truly 
remarkable. 

The Governor implemented the I-Save RX 
program, which gives Kansans access to 
low-cost prescriptions from Canada and 
Europe, at a savings of 25 to 50%. 

She has provided a safety net for seniors 
who are going through the confusing and 
frustrating maze of the Medicare 
prescription drug program. 
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She believes, and we believe, money should 
go to patient care, not paperwork, and is 
working to cut the administrative costs that 
eat up 30% of every health care dollar. 

She has established, again with Lt. Governor 
Moore as its chairman, the Kansas Health 
Care Cost Containment Commission, to 
propose ways to reduce the cost of health 
care to our state's working families. 

for their dollar, she initiated audits of local 
school districts. 

The audits show what is being done right 
and what can be improved, so that more of 
every dollar goes into the classroom and 
Kansas taxpayers get their money's worth. 

If you believe, as I believe, that our 
Governor has proven she is the Education 
Governor, then say it - Four More Years. 

Under her leadership, a new Kansas Health Kathleen Sebelius' vision and agenda for the 
Care Policy Authority has been created to future of Kansas has truly, as the theme for 
find solutions for our ever-increasing this weekend says, "returned hope to the 
Medicaid costs in the state budget. heartland." 

Under her leadership, health insurance costs 
for our state employees are decreasing this 
year. In fact, for family health insurance, the 
state has increased its contribution from 35 
to 45% and the employee's share has 
decreased by $70 per month. 

And, with the accomplishments she, and we, 
have achieved working together, it came as 
no surprise that Time magazine rated 
Kathleen Sebelius one of the five best 
Governors in the United States. 

If you believe, as I believe, that our 
Governor and Lt. Governor are leading the 
fight on health care, then say it - Four More 
Years. 

In her 2006 state of state message, she 
concluded with these words: 

"We are blessed to live in Kansas, and to 
live here during a time of unprecedented 
opportunity. 

Governor Sebelius has fought, and will 
continue to fight, for adequate and equitable 
funding for Kansas public schools. The 
Governor believes, and we believe, in a real, 
long-tenn, sustainable solution to the school 
lunding issue. 

The Governor believes, and we believe, that 
one of our most important constitutional 
duties is for the Legislature to fund first-rate 
schools. By meeting our duty at the state 
level, we won't place an undue burden on 
local property taxpayers to fund schools. 

And, to ensure that Kansas school children, 
and Kansas taxpayers, receive the best value 

"We've been through a valley. We now 
stand atop a hill, looking toward the horizon 
and all the promise it has to offer. 

"We can continue our progress, but only if 
politics doesn't stand in the way. There will 
be plenty of time for campaigning later, so I 
ask you to join me in putting the people's 
hopes and dreams first." 

To that I say, Governor Sebelius and Lt. 
Governor Moore, we are with you all the 
way - all the way through this session, this 
election year, and for Four More Years. 

BRAC Commission Early Bird 
Use of these articles does not reflect official endorsement. 

Reproduction for private use or gain is subject to original copyright restrictions. 



Unattributed. 2006. "Rep. Saxton 
Announces $40 Million Army Project for 
Fort Dix." US Fed News (March 6). 

Rep. Jim Saxton, R-N.J. (3rd CD), issued 
the following press release: 

* The assets of the Pittsburgh U.S. Army 
Reserve Center in Corapolis, Pa., by 
eliminating its Headquarters of the 99th 
Regional Readiness Command, and creating 
a new Northeast Regional Readiness 
Command Headquarters at Fort Dix; 

The first major project stemming from the 
2005 Base Realignment and Closure 
(BRAC) proceedings was announced by 
Rep. Jim Saxton (NJ-3rd) today. 

* The assets of Camp Kilmer in Edison, N.J. 
and transfer and relocate the Army Reserve's 
78th Division Headquarters there to Fort 
Dix. 

A $40.7 million Army Reserve Center will 
be built within the next several years, using 
BRAC funds from the 2006 defense budget. 
Fort Dix missions will be a key part of the 
Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst, and are 
expected to grow over the next six to 10 
years to foster America's first Army-Air 
Force-Navy joint installation. 

"This is the largest construction project I 
have ever seen on Fort Dix," Saxton said. 
"This is more than the last 10 projects 
combined. It solidifies Fort Dix as the Army 
Reserves' key installation on the East Coast 
and No. 1 power projection platform. More 
Reserve soldiers have been mobilized out of 
Dix than Fort Bragg." 

*The components of the 77th Regional 
Readiness Command at Fort Totten, N.Y, 
and reform it as a Maneuver Enhancement 
Brigade at Fort Dix. 

* The 244th Aviation Brigade from Fort 
Sheridan, Ill. 

Saxton, a senior member of the House 
Armed Services Committee, has helped 
obtain funds for past post projects. The 
Third District he represents includes Fort 
Dix and McGuire Air Force Base, and 
formerly included Lakehurst Naval Air 
Engineering Station prior to redistricting in 
the 1990s. 

Jeff Sagnip Hollendonner, 609126 1-580 1, 
www. house. gov/saxton. 

Saxton said the facility will be home to up to 
1,000 soldiers and civilians, and should be 
open in late 2007. The center will be made 
up of three buildings, including a main 
building of nearly 175,000 square feet. 

Unattributed. 2006. "Robey and Merdon to 
Join Efforts for BRAC Committee." The 
Baltimore (MD) Sun (March 5): 2 1 G. 

"Ultimately, this project will consolidate 
Army Reserve missions around the country 
and make them more cost efficient," Saxton 
said. "In the end, it will save money." 

Under the 2005 BRAC law, this project will 
house: 

County Executive James N. Robey and 
County Council Chairman Christopher J. 
Merdon have agreed to combine their efforts 
in creating a committee that will examine 
the effect of the thousands of government 
jobs heading to the region fiom the 
nationwide consolidation of military bases. 
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In January, the two announced plans to form are ignorant concerning the importance and 
similar committees that would analyze how value of our airport. 
the Base Closure and Realignment process 
would affect the county's schools, roads, The airport and its tenants provide more 
housing and businesses. But Robey than 560 jobs. The most recent economic 
announced Friday that Merdon would be impact studies reported that the airport 
withdrawing his council resolution to form a contributes more than $290 million annually 
committee. to the local economy. 

In a statement, Merdon said: "The County Thousands of military personnel use the 
Council looks forward to working with airport annually, both commercially and 
County Executive Robey on the formation militarily. Without the airport, we surely 
of his task force as well as helping to would have lost Fort Gordon during the 
address the impacts the BRAC Base Realignment and Closure cutbacks. It 
recommendations will have on Howard doesn't take an economic genius to figure 
County." out how devastating that would have been. 

It is estimated that the BRAC process will 
bring 1 1,400 government jobs to Fort 
Meade, just over the Howard County line in 
Anne Arundel County, and to Aberdeen 
Proving Ground in Harford County. 

The 25-member task force will be formed by 
executive order, and its members will be 
named by the end of the month, Robey's 
statement said. 

Chris Cunningham. 2006. "Enthusiasm for 
Airport Should Be Soaring." Augusta 
(GA) Chronicle (March 5): A5. 

The new airport is being built with zero 
local tax dollars. The project is being built 
mainly with federal and state funds that 
would have gone to other communities. By 
the way, the $30 million project is being 
done by a local contractor, using mostly 
local subcontractors. The remainder of the 
cost will be paid from airport revenues. 

The airport is operated by a very dedicated, 
motivated and highly competent staff, most 
of whom could go to other airports and 
make more money. I have come to know 
many of these people on a personal basis, 
and they are all very sincere in their efforts 
to make the airport successful. 

As an airport commissioner, I feel 
compelled to address several issues 
concerning the image and reputation of 
Augusta Regional Airport. 

IT SEEMS as if airport-bashing has become 
a sport in the CSRA. Recently, I overheard a 
local businessman tell a group, "I fly to 
Pensacola every month and I don't even 
think about the Augusta Airport It just isn't 
worth it." He is typical of many people who 

Airport Director Buster Boshears, 
Commission Chairman Cedric Johnson and 
Marketing Director Diane Johnson have 
worked tirelessly in their attempts to secure 
additional air service for Augusta. It is a top 
priority for the commission, and strategies 
are discussed at virtually every meeting. 
But, as everyone should know, these are 
very troubled times in the airline industry. 
One thing I can assure you is that, without 
the new terminal, we certainly will not 
attract any new service. 
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Augusta Regional had 17,027 general 
aviation operations in 2005. . Local 
businesses with aircraft based at the airport 
include Morris Communications, Hull- 
Storey Development, Club Car and 
Electrolux. These businesses, as well as 
other visitors, generate millions in revenue 
for the local economy. 

I KNOW THAT the biggest problem people 
have with service in and out of Augusta is 
dependability of flights. The commission, as 
well as the airport staff, is well aware of this 
problem. The airport has no control over this 
situation. It is an airline problem. Bashing 
the airport in general is like throwing out the 
baby with the bath water. This is our 
community airport. We should support it in 
every way possible. 

So, for those of you that think it is fun to 
bash the airport, please remember that you 
are doing a real disservice to your 
community. My grandmother, who was a 
very wise woman, always told me: If you 
don't have something nice to say, don't say 
anything at all. 

(Editor's note: The writer has served on the 
-4ugusta Aviation Commission since 2002.) 

lnga Miller. 2006. "Army Plant Annexing 
in Riverbank's Future?" The Modesto 
(CA) Bee (March 4): B 1. 

Some are Concerned About Cleanup of the 
1 3 7-Acre Superfund 

The city is preparing its first official move to 
annex the 137-acre Riverbank Army 
Ammunition Plant. 

The City Council voted 3-0 Monday night to 
start the process, directing Community 
Development Director J.D. Hightower to 
prepare environmental documentation and 
detail the heavy industrial use that would be 
allowed on the land. 

Federal officials decided last year to close 
the plant by 201 1. The plant sits outside the 
city's eastern limit in Stanislaus County, but 
the city has eyed the site for an industrial 
park. 

"The ultimate goal is to have this annexed so 
the local redevelopment authority will have 
control when the base closes," Hightower 
told the City Council. 

He said if the city annexes the land, it will 
be in a position to negotiate its future. 
Federal officials plan to release an appraisal 
for the property May 9, according to 
Margaret Silveira, the city's housing and 
economic development director. 

In May, federal officials are supposed to 
turn over a complete environmental picture 
of the plant's land and groundwater. It is on 
the federal Superfund list of polluted areas. 

Earlier reports suggest work could be done 
as early as 2008, with monitoring lasting 
until 2023. 

"The jurisdiction isn't my concern," 
Councilman Ric McGinnis said. "My 
concern is the responsibility. I want to make 
sure that as we go along in this process, we 
(make sure) that it remains with the federal 
government, because I don't want to 
undertake a Superfund cleanup site." 

Hightower said that will not happen. 

The cleanup, he said, will continue 
regardless of who owns the land. 
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Mayor Chris Crifasi and Councilwoman 
Kathy Anaya voted to move forward. 
Councilwomen Sandra Benitez and Virginia 
Maduefio were absent. 

around June 1, dealing with key issues -- 
including possible hnding 
recommendations for re-equipping the 
Guard -- that Congress may be working on. 

If the annexation wins approval from the 
City Council, it will go to the regional 
commission that governs jurisdiction 
boundaries, the Stanislaus Local Agency 
Formation Commission. 

The commission, Punaro said, will look at 
"what are the threats, what are the 
requirements and where are the gaps." And, 
he said, the panel is not going to be reluctant 
to come out with recommendations that 
differ from those made within the Pentagon. 

Bee staff writer Inga Miller can be reached "We're not going to dodge any of the tough 
at 578-2382 or imiller@modbee.com. issues," he said. 

Lolita C. Baldor. 2006. "Commission to 
Review National Guard Role." 
Associated Press Newswires (March 6,  
23:35). 

Thorny issues involving the changing role of 
the National Guard and Reserves and 
friction between federal and state officials 
over who controls the citizen soldiers must 
be addressed, members of a newly formed 
independent commission said Monday. 

Members of the panel, many of them retired 
military, said they will begin rolling out 
initial recommendations by June. They 
cautioned, however, that state officials 
should not look to the commission to 
overturn unpopular base closure decisions 
approved by Congress last year. 

Commissioners said that members of the 
Guard volunteered to join a reserve force 
that they believed would be mobilized 
occasionally for short periods of time. But 
the reserves have evolved into a force that 
made up nearly half of the U.S. combat 
troops in Iraq, doing day-to-day military 
operations in unprecedented tours abroad. 

The most difficult questions requiring in- 
depth study will include whether Iraq 
deployments affected the response to 
Hurricane Katrina, whether Guard members 
are trained appropriately for homeland 
defense and combat missions, and when and 
if it is appropriate to federalize the Guard -- 
an issue that came up during Katrina's 
aftermath. 

Instead, the 13-member panel, chaired by 
retired Marine Corps Gen. 
Arnold L. Punaro, will do a yearlong review 
of how the nation should be using the 
National Guard and Reserves, and whether 
the units are properly trained and equipped 
for their changing roles on the home front 
and the front lines abroad. 

Punaro said Monday that the panel is 
planning to release a preliminary report 

"It is one of the big, hairy unknowns -- what 
you do about that federal-state relationship," 
said panel member Rhett Dawson. "I'm not 
sure it's allocated in the smartest way today 
and whether the controls are right, but I'm 
not sure I can improve on it." 

While state governors are commanders of 
their national guard for domestic 
emergencies, the president can, and has, 
called out reservists to deploy to Iraq and do 
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other federal military missions. A touchy Unattributed. 2006. "Missouri's 131st to be 
issue during the hurricanes centered on First-Ever Guard Unit Selected for Elite 
whether Bush should have used a Civil War- B-2 Mission." US Fed News (March 6). 
era law to federalize the National Guard, 
enabling him to use those troops for law The office of Sen. James Talent, R-Mo., 
enforcement to quell looting and other issued the following press 
problems. release: 

The nation's governors, including Sen. Kit Bond and Rep. Ike Skelton, along 
Republican Gov. Dirk Kempthorne of Idaho, with Sen. Jim Talent and Gov. 
have already met with commission members Matt Blunt, today announced that the Air 
to discuss their concerns about federal Force has selected the 13 1 st Fighter Wing 
funding for the guard, including the need to stationed at Lambert International Airport in 
replace equipment that was destroyed or lefi St. Louis to join the elite B-2 mission at 
in Iraq. Whiteman Air Force Base. 

Kempthorne told the panelists he is worried 
that Idaho's Guard units will not be as 
prepared for state disaster relief efforts in 
the event of forest fires or an earthquake 
because much of their equipment was lefi in 
Iraq, said his spokesman Michael Journee. 

Lt. Gen. Steven H. Blum, chief of the 
National Guard Bureau, said recently that it 
will take about $40 billion to re-equip the 
Guard over the next six years -- twice the 
$2 1 billion that the Pentagon has proposed 
spending over that time. 

Blum said that last year the Guard was 
providing up to 78,000 of the troops in Iraq, 
but that number will come down to about 
50,000 this year. 

Overall, the proposed 2007 budget would 
support a Guard of about 333,000 citizen 
soldiers -- the current level -- rather than the 
350,000 authorized by Congress. It also 
proposes to pay for 188,000 Army Reserve 
troops rather than the 205,000 authorized by 
Congress. 

Today's announcement means the 13 1 st 
Fighter Wing's personnel will team up with 
the world's only B-2 long-range stealth 
bomber mission located at Whiteman Air 
Force Base. The move will pair the 13 1 st's 
guard unit air crew, maintenance personnel 
and support staff with the current active- 
duty B-2 unit. The 13 1st was selected fiom 
Air Guard units across the country to 
support the B-2s. 

"I am pleased that the U.S. Air Force found 
a way to preserve the 13 1 st, one of the most 
experienced and proven Air Guard units in 
the country," 
said Senator Kit Bond. "To be chosen fiom 
Air Guard units across the country, this 
announcement is a real honor for the 13 1 st." 

"This B-2 Associate mission gives members 
of the Missouri Air National Guard an 
important new role, allowing them to 
continue to make critical contributions to 
our national security. I am very pleased that 
the Air Force recognized the importance of 
retaining these important skills here in 
Missouri," said Skelton. "This new Missouri 
Air National Guard unit will only add to 
Whiteman's reputation as one of the finest 
U.S. 
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military installations in the world. It is my total force as it participates in one of the Air 
continued desire that Whiternan Air Force Force's most elite and relevant missions. 
Base be the premier air force base in the 
nation." **+**** 

"This is tremendous news for the men and 
women of the 13 1 st and for Missouri," said 
U.S. Senator Jim Talent, a member of the 
Senate Armed Services Committee. "The 
Missouri delegation has worked together on 
a bipartisan basis and we are very pleased 
that the Air Force has selected our Fighter 
Wing as the only Air National Guard unit in 
the U.S. to fly the B-2 Stealth Bomber. This 
is a new chapter in the history of the 13 1 st. I 
know they will maintain the standard of 
excellence for which they are known as they 
take on this new mission." 

"As the Commander in Chief of the 
Missouri National Guard I am pleased that 
the Air Force selected the fine men and 
women of the 13 1 st Fighter Wing to join 
forces with Whiteman Air Force Base," 
Blunt said. 
"Protecting Missourians is one of my 
highest priorities as governor and this move 
will help defend our state from both foreign 
and domestic threats. " 

"Establishing an Air National Guard B-2 
Associate mission is very exciting for the 
Missouri Air National Guard," said Maj. 
Gen. King Sidwell, Missouri National Guard 
adjutant general. "While the military is 
transforming to meet current and future 
objectives, we are prepared to do whatever 
necessary to remain an effective part of the 
total force." 

The decision was made as part of Air 
Force's Total Force Integration Plan. In 
addition to preserving the 13 1 st, one of the 
most experienced units in combat and flight 
hours, the news today will help ensure that 
the Air National Guard remains a part of the 

Unattributed. 2006. "Gov. Erlich 
Announces Funding for MD 175 Planning 
Study in Anne Arundel County." US Fed 
News (March 6). 

The Maryland Department of Transportation 
issued the following news 
release: 

Gov. Robert L. Ehrlich, Jr. today announced 
$2.5 million for a planning study along MD 
175 in central Anne Arundel County. This 
spring, the Maryland Department of 
Transportation's State Highway 
Administration 
(SHA) will identify potential improvements 
along MD 175 (Annapolis Road) between 
MD 295 (Baltimore Washington Parkway) 
and MD 170 (Telegraph Road), including a 
potential interchange along MD 175 at 
Reece Road. 
This funding was added to the draft 
Consolidated Transportation Program 
submitted to the 2006 Legislature on 
January 18. 

"Since taking office, my administration has 
authorized significant funding to improve 
transportation in Maryland," said Governor 
Ehrlich. 
"This study of the MD 175 corridor is a 
continuation of my commitment to improve 
safety, reduce congestion and support 
economic growth in every county of the 
State." 

In addition, the study will determine 
improvements needed along MD 175 near 
Fort Meade as a result of Department of 
Defense's 2005 Base Realignment and 
Closure (BRAC) review. Fort Meade is 
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expected to see an increase of 5,000 jobs in shortly be further exacerbated if the 
the next few years, and an increase in traffic recommendations of the 2005 Defense Base 
fkom the nearly 26,000 vehicles that Closure and Realignment Commission 
currently travel the corridor. (BRAC) are fully implemented; and 

David Buck and Chuck Gischlar, 4101545- 
0303, 8001323-6742, 8001735-2258, 
41 01209-5012. 

Unattributed. 2006. "VA SJR 59,2006- 
2007, Adopted." LegAlert (March 6). 

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 59 

AMENDMENT IN THE NATURE OF A 
SUBSTITUTE 

(Proposed by the Senate Committee on 
Rules on February 10,2006) 

(Patron Prior to Substitute -- Senator, Linda 
T. Puller) Requesting the Department of 
Rail and Public Transportation to conduct a 
study for improved public transportation 
services to Fort Belvoir in Fairfax County 
and the Marine Corps Base at Quantico in 
Prince William and Stafford Counties. 
Report. 

WHEREAS, the U.S. Route 1 corridor in 
Northern Virgnia, home to several large and 
vital military installations and numerous 
important commercial operations and major 
employment centers, is highly congested; 
and 

WHEREAS, the Virginia Department of 
Transportation has studied the U.S. 
Route 1 corridor for the purpose of 
increasing its vehicular capacity and 
developing a bus rapid transit service; and 

WHEREAS, current serious levels of 
congestion in the U.S. Route 1 corridor will 

WHEREAS, implementation of the BRAC 
recommendations would add 21,000 
personnel to the U.S. Army garrison at Fort 
Belvoir in Fairfax County and add a further 
5,000 personnel at the U.S. Marine Corps 
Base at Quantico in Prince William and 
Stafford Counties; and 

WHEREAS, the funding of transit 
improvements should be a priority for the 
Commonwealth; and 

WHEREAS, a long-term vision that includes 
transit-oriented economic development also 
is needed; and 

WHEREAS, rapid transit can serve as a 
cost-effective and successful means of 
increasing travel capacity in this congested 
corridor; and 

WHEREAS, it is important to maintain 
future options in the U.S. Route 1 corridor; 
and 

WHEREAS, the study and development of a 
phased approach to highway, bus, bus rapid 
transit, light rail, and other transit options 
that encourages compact, transit-oriented 
development throughout the corridor would 
assist the Counties of Fairfax, Prince 
William and Stafford in their efforts to bring 
about pedestrian-friendly, mixed-use 
revitalization of U.S. Route 1 ; now, 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED by the Senate, the House of 
Delegates concurring, That the Department 
of Rail and Public Transportation be 
requested to conduct a study for improved 
public transportation services to Fort Belvoir 
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in Fairfax County and the Marine Corps 
Base at Quantico in Prince William and 
Stafford Counties. The Department of Rail 
and Public Transportation shall conduct the 
study, in consultation with Fort Belvoir, 
Quantico Marine Corps Base, the Potomac 
Rappahannock Transportation Commission, 
the Virginia Railway Express, and the 
counties of Fairfax, Prince William, and 
Stafford. This study shall not be conducted 
unless funding is provided by appropriations 
available in the Appropriation Act to assist 
impacted localities in funding needs 
associated with the implementation of and 
response to the recommendations of the 
2005 Base Realignment and Closure 
Commission (BRAC). 

All agencies of the Commonwealth shall 
provide assistance to the Department of Rail 
and Public Transportation for this study, 
upon request. 

The Department of Rail and Public 
Transportation shall complete its study by 
November 30,2006, and shall submit to the 
Governor and the General Assembly an 
executive summary and a report of its 
findings and recommendations for 
publication as a House or Senate document. 
The executive summary and report shall be 
submitted as provided in the procedures of 
the Division of Legislative Automated 
Systems for the processing of legislative 
documents and reports no later than the first 
day of the 2007 Regular Session of the 
General Assembly and shall be posted on 
the General Assembly's website. 

Edward Colimore. 2006. "Fort Dix Lands 
$40.7 Million Army Reserve Center." The 
Philadelphia (PA) Inquirer 

Its Staff Will Exceed 1,000, U.S. Rep. Jim 
Saxton Said, Calling It One Of The Base's 
Largest Building Projects 

A $40.7 million Army Reserve Center -- the 
first major project in the region to come out 
of a national reorganization of military bases 
-- will be built at Fort Dix within the next 
few years, U.S. Rep. Jim Saxton said 
yesterday. 

Bids to build the center, where more than 
1,000 soldiers and civilians will be 
employed, are expected to be solicited in 
June. A contract is likely to be awarded by 
August, followed by groundbreaking in 
November. 

"This is the largest construction project I 
have ever seen on Fort Dix," said Saxton 
(R., N.J.), who learned of the Army's 
decision on the project a few days ago. "This 
is more than the last 10 projects combined. 

"It solidifies Fort Dix as the Army Reserve's 
key installation on the East Coast." 

Fort Dix joined McGuire Air Force Base 
and Lakehurst Naval Air Engineering 
Station to form Joint Base McGuire-Dix- 
Lakehurst after recommendations by the 
Base Closure and Realignment Commission. 
The megabase covers parts of Burlington 
and Ocean Counties. 

Since 911 1, Dix has mobilized more reserve 
soldiers than Fort Bragg, N.C., said Saxton, 
a senior member of the House Armed 
Services Committee whose district includes 
Dix and McGuire. 

Its new reserve center will be made up of 
three buildings, including a main building of 
nearly 175,000 square feet. 
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"Ultimately, this project will consolidate or to ask a question, go to 
Army Reserve missions around the country http://go.philly.com/askcolimore. 
and make them more cost-efficient," Saxton 
said. ******+ 

The center will house: Unattributed. 2006. "IL HB 4303,2005- 
2006." LegAlert (March 7). 

The assets of the Pittsburgh Army Reserve 
Center in Coraopolis, Pa., and create a 
Northeast Regional Readiness Command 
Headquarters at Fort Dix. 

The assets of Camp Kilmer in Edison, N.J., 
and move the Army Reserve's 78th Division 
Headquarters there to Dix. 

The components of the 77th Regional 
Readiness Command from Fort Totten, 
N.Y., and transform it into a Maneuver 
Enhancement Brigade at Dix. 

Amends the Illinois Endangered Species 
Protection Act and the Illinois Natural Areas 
Preservation Act to provide that areas 
designated as Enterprise Zones under the 
Illinois Enterprise Zone Act that are located 
on a former U.S. military base that was 
closed in 1990 or thereafter are exempt from 
the provisions, duties, obligations, and 
penalties provided under these Acts. 
Effective immediately. 

20051221 - (H) FILED WITH THE CLERK 
BY REP. JIM SACIA 

The 244th Aviation Brigade from Fort 
Sheridan, Ill. 200601 04 - (H) FIRST READING 

Hundreds of millions of dollars are likely to 
be spent in the next decade on construction 
at the megabase, Saxton said. 

200601 04 - (H) REFERRED TO RULES 
COMMITTEE 

Facilities to handle the new units and 
equipment will cost at least $108 million, 
according to Base Closure and Realignment 
Commission estimates. Dix will get 1,050 
additional jobs and McGuire 779 jobs out of 
the recent base realignment actions. Forty- 
seven aircraft also will be relocated to the 
megabase. 

2006013 1 - (H) ASSIGNED TO LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE 

2006021 5 - (H) DO PASS 1 SHORT 
DEBATE LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
COMMITTEE; 01 1-000-000 

2006021 5 - (H) PLACED ON CALENDAR 
2ND READING - SHORT DEBATE 

What's more, the Department of Defense's 20060228 - (H) SECOND READING - 
Future Years Defense Plan calls for more SHORT DEBATE 
than $150 million in construction at the joint 
base. 20060228 - (H) HELD ON CALENDAR 

ORDER OF SECOND READING - 
Contact staff writer Edward Colimore at SHORT DEBATE 
856-779-3833 or 
ecolimore@phillynews.com. To comment, 20060303 - (H) RULE 19(A) 1 RE- 

REFERRED TO RULES COMMITTEE 
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percent after prosecuting corruption on Wall 
Street and in other sectors. 

Michael Rothfeld. 2006. "Suozzi's Uphill 
Fight in His Bid to Become Democratic 
Nominee for Governor, He is Far Behind 
Spitzer, Even in Nassau, Poll Shows." 
Newsday (Nassau, NY) (March 7): A5. 

A week after Nassau County Executive 
Thomas Suozzi declared his campaign for 
governor, even Democrats in his home 
county strongly prefer Attorney General 
Eliot Spitzer, a NewsdayNl  News poll 
has found. 

Suozzi would lose to Spitzer 51 percent to 
29 percent in Nassau alone, despite his 
resounding re-election in November, and 60 
percent to 14 percent in Suffolk County. In 
Suffolk, 58 percent said they need more 
information about him. Across the state, 82 
percent of voters said they don't know 
enough about Suozzi to offer an opinion of 
him. 

Democrats hope to take state government 
back as Republican Gov. George Pataki 
departs and mulls a presidential bid with 50 
percent approval ratings, the poll found. 
Pataki's disapproval rating was 40 percent. 
A Pataki spokesman declined to comment 
on the numbers. 

If a primary were held today, Spitzer would 
dispatch Suozzi among state Democrats, 60 
percent to 9 percent, the poll shows. Jay 
Jacobs, Suozzi's campaign chairman, noted 
that he entered the race only a week ago. He 
predicted the polls will "change 
dramatically" as the race unfolds and 
Spitzer's air of invincibility fades. 

"The conventional wisdom is that Spitzer is 
unbeatable, he will be the nominee, and 
Suozzi is just not going to be able to do it," 
Jacobs said. "People respond to that, and 
they like to position themselves with the 
person they think is going to win." 

That illustrates the rough road the county 
executive faces and the many millions of 
dollars he'll probably have to spend to 
compete in the September primary, experts 
say. 

"The biggest problem here is name 
recognition, but that can't be a problem in 
Nassau where they know him," said Norman 
Adler, a Manhattan political consultant. "If 
his performance in his base is close to 
pitiful, it robs him of the opportunity to say, 
'When the rest of the state gets to know me, 
they'll like me."' 

The poll, by Blum & Weprin, shows Spitzer 
with a commanding lead over any 
challenger, Republican or Democrat, at this 
early stage, with job approval ratings of 69 

Spitzer would rout either of two Republicans 
in a November general election, the survey 
indicates. He'd beat former Massachusetts 
governor William Weld, 57 percent to 16 
percent, and former state assembly minority 
leader John Faso, 56 percent to 16 percent. 
The poll shows voters aren't tuned in to the 
Republican primary: 70 percent of enrolled 
party members said they are not sure whom 
to pick. The highest number, 8 percent, 
chose Weld. 

The Weld and Faso campaigns said early 
results are meaningless because the races 
haven't heated up yet. "The only poll that 
matters happens on Nov. 7," Weld 
spokeswoman Andrea Tantaros said. 
Spitzerts campaign declined to comment. 
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The poll also exposes another potential 
problem for Suozzi, who is courting Democratic primary 
moderate Democrats, though liberals 
generally vote in primaries. (Asked of registered Democrats) 

His approval rating on Long Island among Thomas Suozzi 9% 
Democrats was 59 percent, not much better 
than his 52 percent from Republicans. Eliot Spitzer 60% 
Suozzi last month unveiled a county 
program to bring together abortion-rights OtherNnsure/would not vote 32% 
supporters and opponents. 

Republican primary 
"I don't like Suozzi's opinions on abortion," 
said Harold Jacobson, 82, a Democrat and (Asked of registered Republicans) 
former dentist from Plainview who picked 
Spitzer in the poll. Jacobson said working John Faso 6% 
with abortion-rights foes stigmatizes women 
who seek abortions. William Weld 8% 

Suozzi also hopes to convince voters that as 
an executive of a county he is better suited 
than Spitzer, a prosecutor, to be governor. 
But respondents said the job of state 
attorney general is the better preparation, 56 
percent to 18 percent. 

"He's decisive," Charles Donner, 68, a 
Democrat in suburban Rochester, said of 
Spitzer, whom he chose in the poll. "He's 
not afraid to take some action." Donner said 
he'd keep his mind open to Suozzi. 

Joel Benenson, a Democratic political 
consultant, said surmounting Spitzer's lead 
is "not an easy task." "If you're Tom Suozzi, 
what you have to do is a lot of hard work 
that Spitzer's been doing for eight years ... 
and find creative ways to make news," 
Benenson said. "Suozzi hasn't done that 
yet." 

Patrick Manning 3% 

Randy Daniels 3% 

Other/Unsure/would not vote 80% 

General election 

Spitzer vs. Faso 

Faso 16% 

Spitzer 56% 

Other/Unsure/Would not vote 28% 

General Election 

Spitzer vs. Weld 

Weld 16% 

Their Choice for Governor Spitzer 57% 

A NewsdayINY 1 poll of registered state Other/Unsure/would not vote 25% 
voters asked whom they would vote for if 
the gubernatorial elections were held today. 
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NOTE: Poll of 1,457 registered state voters 
was conducted by Blum &Weprin Feb. 16 
through March 5. Within the sample were 
638 registered Democrats, 41 1 registered 
Republicans 441 Long Island voters and 496 
New York City voters. Margins of error are 
+/-4% (Democrats) +/-5% (Republicans) 
Some figures do not add up to 100% 
because or rounding. 

Steve Herman. 2006. "Okinawans Rally in 
Opposition to U.S. Military Bases. US Fed 
News (March 5). 

The Voice of America issued the following 
story: 

There are some 25,000 American military 
personnel assigned to Okinawa at numerous 
Marine camps, Naval bases and smaller 
facilities as part of the U.S. commitment of a 
bilateral alliance to defend Japan. 

Okinawans want U.S. military personnel to 
leave, citing crimes committed by U.S. 
troops, aircraft noise and the potential 
danger from crashes of helicopters and jets. 

The military presence has long been a 
sensitive subject on Okinawa, where one in 
three civilians perished in World War 11, 
many caught in the crossfire between the 
American and Japanese armies. 

Okinawans on Sunday expressed their 
feelings about the U.S. military presence 
here through music, rather than marches. 

After singing two anti-war songs, the 
veteran activist musician-politicianShokichi 
Kina, who represents Okinawa in the Upper 
House of Parliament, again took the stage to 
criticize both Washington and Tokyo for 
their failure to remove the U.S. military 
presence from the island. 

Speaking at Sunday's rally, a former 
Okinawa city bureaucrat, Teruko Kuwae, 
demanded that the central Japanese 
government pay more attention to the 
requests of residents. 

Kuwae says Japan is slavish in paying heed 
to the desires of President Bush and the 
United States, but it is harsh when it comes 
to its treatment of Okinawa. 

Kina, of the opposition Democratic Party, 
says it is time for Okinawa to once again be 
independent of Japan. 

Okinawa was once known as the 
independent Ryukyu kingdom. AAer 
centuries of prosperity, it came under 
Japanese control in 1872 and passed into 
American hands at the end of World War 11. 
The United States returned Okinawa to 
Japan in 1972. 

Okinawans complain their wishes are being 
ignored. Okinawa makes up less than one 
percent of Japan's land mass but hosts the 
bulk of the U.S. forces in Japan - both in 
size and number of personnel. 

U.S. and Japanese officials say they will 
announce at the end of this month that some 
seven thousand U.S. Marines will move 
from Okinawa to Guam, an American island 
territory in the western Pacific. But 
Okinawans complain that falls far short of 
the type of significant reduction they have 
long demanded. 

Organizers of Sunday's rally say 35,000 
people attended. The number appeared to be 
far short of that despite the fine weather and 
far lower than had been expected. That 
could be a sign that Japan's central 
government will face less resistance to the 
base realignment plan from the public than 
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some Okinawan politicians and activists There would be more traffic. Homes might 
predict. have to be relocated. And some of it is 

Staff. 2006. "Ready or Not, Here They 
Come!" Northwest Florida Daily News 
(Fort Walton Beach, FL) (March 5). 

Since the BRAC boom became known, Air 
Force officials and local planners have 
warned that more roads will be needed to 
keep Okaloosa County's population moving. 
Maj . Gen. Jeffrey Riemer, the Air 
Armament Center's new commander, was 
pressing the issue again last month. "The 
roads, the infrastructure, the water, sewage 
treatment, you name it ... our infkastructure 
needs to be sized to keep pace with that 
growth," Maj. Gen. Riemer said at a 
breakfast sponsored by Okaloosa's 
Economic Development Council. If you'll 
pardon the analogy, the general and other 
forward-thinking officials have a bumpy 
road ahead. It's not just that securing funds 
for road widening, road building and other 
transportation improvements will be 
difficult. The real problem is that a great 
many area residents, and a great many 
politicians whose ears they bend, resist 
almost any kind of road work. 

Witness the long, loud and bitter fight over 
whether to build another bridge from Fort 
Walton Beach to Okaloosa Island. County 
officials say their file cabinets bulge with 
plans for road work -- bridges, bypasses, 
overpasses, traffic circles -- that were 
studied, debated and then abandoned 
because of public opposition. Some of this 
work is opposed because the new road, 
bypass or whatever would encroach on state 
or federal land, which certain folks believe 
should be forever offlimits to asphalt. Some 
of it is opposed because the road work 
would impact an existing neighborhood. 

opposed simply because residents think 
more roads will bring more people, and they 
don't want more people. A reader gave voice 
to this fear in our Feb. 19 "Spout Off " 
column: "Improving roads and building 
bridges and condos only entices more 
people. Remember, 'If you build it, they will 
come.' " Here's the catch: They're coming 
anyway. The base realignment process will 
bring at least 12,000 new residents, perhaps 
as many as 20,000, to Okaloosa County over 
the next five years. And that's on top of this 
area's normal growth and each summer's 
surge of tourists. They're coming whether 
our roads and water systems are ready or 
not. We know that some folks draw an odd 
distinction: Government growth is OK but 
private-sector growth isn't. But even that 
line is blurring. Check out a reader's 
complaint from last week: "How could 
anybody oppose building a new bridge and 
new roads when they should be opposing the 
thousands of new military personnel who are 
coming?" Sorry, but it looks as if "opposing 
the thousands of new military personnel" 
will be like opposing the sunrise. Same goes 
for tourism, new births, non-military jobs 
and the myriad other factors that boost our 
population. Growth happens. Sometimes, a 
lot of it happens quickly. It's best to be 
ready. 

Susan McDonough. "Oak Knoll Neighbors 
Chime In." The Oakland (CA) Tribune 
(March 4). 

Neighbors have been kept off much of the 
grounds of the Oak Knoll Naval Hospital in 
the southern Oakland hills since the U.S. 
Navy abandoned the property in 1996. 
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But with the locks coming off and 
developers with mysterious, multimillion- 
dollar plans moving in, one thing is certain: 
Plenty of people have plenty to say about 
what is done with the shady, 167-acre 
property with sweeping views of San 
Francisco Bay. 

Developer SunCal Cos. met with neighbors 
in the Oakland hills Thursday during the 
first of three public meetings planned to 
discuss redevelopment of the land, closed in 
1993 during one of the first rounds of 
federal base closures nationwide. 

The 6 p.m. meeting was at capacity; 
organizers had to ask stragglers to wait 
outside the Oakland Zoo Snow building 
until wiggle room opened up inside. 

Neighbors from both sides of Interstate 580 
listened while developers talked about the 
history and layout of the property, which fell 
through several hands before SunCal 
purchased it for $100.5 million in 
November. 

"This is not going to be a project. It's not 
going to be a housing subdivision. It's going 
to be a community," Peter Calthrope, a well- 
known urban planner hired by SunCal to 
design Oak Knoll, told the group of more 
than 200 people. 

projects with garages in the rear and houses 
built around grassy courtyards instead of 
paved cul-de-sacs. 

The master plan would respect the character 
of the land cut with creeks and steep 
hillsides. Builders would not come in and 
level things, he said. 

And there would be a range of house styles, 
fiom lower-priced bungalows to expensive, 
live-work spaces, as well as affordable 
housing. 

For the most part, neighbors seemed to like 
what they heard, and they gave SunCal high 
marks for its public planning process. 

"The proof will be in the pudding to see if 
our input is actually adopted," said Mark 
White, a local homeowner. 

Neighbors told developers they want Rifle 
Range Creek, which the Navy built over in 
spots, restored. They want open spaces and 
walking trails with "pooper-scooper 
stations," a village center with specialty 
shops, a public library, a sports field and 
schools. 

"No big-box stores," and "no rental units" 
were popular sentiments expressed by the 
group. 

Calthrope said he was not going to pretend Barbara Bray, who has lived in the 
the company did not have its own ideas for Sequoyah Hills Oak Knoll neighborhood for 
the property, but he promised to listen to 30 years, said she would like to see a Cold 
neighbors' suggestions. Stone Creamery on the property. 

"They want to be heard, andwe want to hear When people shouted out "Emeryville" and 
them," Pat Keliher, project manager for the "Berkeley" as suggested locations, she said, 
Oak Knoll site, said later in an interview. "I want to shop in Oakland," and people 

applauded. 
Calthrope promised that neighborhoods 
would be built for people, not automobiles. Bray said neighbors are leery of developers 
As examples, he showed slides of other who in the past have proposed a gambling 
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casino, a homeless shelter and a golf course 
* things they considered inappropriate * for 
the land. 

"It took a long time and didn't work," she 
said. 

The city of Oakland originally offered the 
Navy $2 million for the land and increased 
its offer to $1 1 million in 2002, which the 
Navy rejected. 

In an auction later, St. Paul Baptist Church 
of Oakland placed a winning bid of 

$22.5 million for the property. The church 
struggled to come up with the initial $2.25 
million down payment and failed to pay the 
rest of the tab by deadline, so it lost its claim 
to the property. 

The property has sat empty for so long, Bray 
said, she is happy somebody is finally 
moving in. 

SunCal, she said, "seems honorable." 

SunCal expects to present a preliminary plan 
for the property based on neighbors' 
comments at a second public meeting 
scheduled for late March. 

The award from ONR's department for 
Expeditionary Maneuver Warfare and 
Combating Terrorism and the Office of the 
Vice Chief of Naval Research calls for 
Anteon to provide program management, 
engineering, and analytical and financial 
management services focusing on C4ISR, 
mine countermeasures, logistics, human 
performance, training, survivability, 
maneuver and firepower. 

Fairfax, Va.-based Anteon will provide its 
services to the department at its offices in 
Arlington, Va. ONR and other defense 
research agencies recently were kept in 
Arlington after the Bush administration 
recommended consolidating them as part of 
the 2005 base closure and realignment 
process (DAILY, Aug. 29,2005). 

Chris Collins. 2006. "Airport Gets Boose 
From Supervisors." The Modesto (CA) 
Bee (March 3): B 1. 

Merced County OKs Redeveloment Plan for 
Castle's Airfield 

With no fanfare and zero comment from the 
public, a massive redevelopment plan for 
Castle Airport was approved after months of 
delays. 

Staff. "Anteon Providing ONR Program Mike Nelson, chairman of the Merced 
Management Services." Aerospace Daily County Board of Supervisors, put it all in 
& Defense Report 2 17/41 (March 3): 4. perspective. 

The U.S. Navy has chosen Anteon "Congratulations, Mr. Fow- ler, you're 
International Corp. for a $15.8 million, five- finally making some progress," he told John 
year contract to support the Office of Naval Fowler, head of the Commerce, Avia- tion 
Research's Marine Corps science and and Economic Development Department, 
technology programs, the company said Feb. after the unanimous vote Tuesday. 
28. 

The 30-year plan is based on a 1996 report 
that suggests Castle be used primarily as a 
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"major aircraft maintenance facility and 
aircraft maintenance training center. " 

It aims to transform 1,700 acres of the old 
Air Force base into an educational, 
industrial and commercial hot zone. 

The plan would spruce up the airstrip, which 
is the fourth-largest in the state and try to 
attract more air traffic. 

The board's OK puts the county in a better 
position to acquire the airport, which still is 
owned by the Air Force. It will siphon 
thousands of tax dollars each year toward 
revitalization efforts, said Castle 
Redevelopment Coordinator Tracy Pisacco. 

Though the county will get less than 
$20,000 this year to invest in Castle, it will 
receive bigger chunks of property taxes in 
the future as more people buy and lease 
buildings and land at Castle, she said. 

The county has the option of using those 
funds to take out up to $1.1 billion in loans, 
though Pisacco said it's unlikely the county 
would borrow that much money. 

Fowler said the plan gives the county a tool 
"so we can get on with fixing what we need 
to fix." 

He cautioned, however, that it would be 
about seven or eight years before any 
significant improvements are made. He said 
he wasn't sure where the first big changes 
would occur. 

"It's aviation, it's commercial, it's industrial, 
it's educational," he said. "You never know 
which one we will need to assist first." 

redevelopment, he said: "I'm not a 
fortuneteller." 

In the next five years, the county probably 
will have to spend more than $300,000 on 
reviving Castle's airport facilities, according 
to a consultant's report released last year. 

The report suggests that the county should 
put money toward incentive programs for 
potential investors and spend money on 
cleaning up environmental problems. 

A vote on the revitalization effort stalled last 
year when the county failed to adequately 
publicize a public hearing. 

A hearing and vote on the plan was 
rescheduled to late January, but a letter 
arrived at the last second objecting to the 
plan and delayed the vote. 

Nelson said the setbacks slowed the process 
but were not a "major impediment." 

Since the base closed in 1995, about 60 
structures at Castle have been demolished. 
Of the 125 remaining, 50 or so are slated for 
destruction. 

Fowler wants to tear down many of the half- 
century-old buildings because they are 
moldy or in disrepair. 

The county has attracted two flight schools 
and a handful of businesses to the airport. 

Fowler said he has received "very steady 
interest" fkom businesses that want to use 
the land, though he wouldn't say which 
companies are looking at Castle. 

When Nelson was asked whether he thought 
the county would take out any loans to help 
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David Klement. 2006. "Life After 
Katrina." The Bradenton (FLL) Herald 
(March 6): 1 5. 

Katrina-force storm come ashore on Tampa 
Bay. 

The levees failed - massively. But nobody 
told New Orleans, and a city slowly, 
agonizingly drowned. 

But as New Orleans learned, to its dismay, a 
20-foot storm surge is tough for any man- 
made structure to tame. 

It was a "perfect storm" of nature. Sadly for 
New Orleans residents, it was matched with 
a "perfect storm" of human 
incomprehension. 

It took three full days for the "bowl" that is 
New Orleans to fill up. 
As it did, more than 1,000 people died. The 
world watched in shock as thousands more 
were plucked from rooftops and balconies 
by brave Coast Guard helicopter crews. 
Countless "luckier" ones sweltered in the 
fetid ruins of the Superdome. Meanwhile, 
state and local officials begged for help, 
FEMA officials preened and dithered, and 
the White House went about business as 
usual. 

Why the levees failed, and why residents 
were left in the dark for almost 24 hours, are 
questions which no one in a responsible 
position seems able to answer with certainty. 
But in that tragedy is a lesson that every 
state and town vulnerable to hurricanes 
ought to heed. It is not a stretch to say that 
Manatee County, with Tampa Bay, Sarasota 
Bay, the Manatee River and Braden River 
hemming in huge population centers on 
three sides, could be as vulnerable to a 
devastating storm surge as New Orleans. Or 
even more so: The New Orleans area is 
ringed by 350 miles of levees, while 
Manatee County's only protections are two 
barrier islands and puny seawalls here and 
there. There is almost nothing to protect 
Manatee County's miles of shoreline fiom 
hurricane-driven floodwaters should a 

A four-day tour of the Katrina damage zone 
arranged by the National Conference of 
Editorial Writers made clear that the levees' 
failure was perhaps the greatest tragedy of 
the entire Katrina disaster. Had they held, 
the city would have sustained considerable 
flood damage, especially in vulnerable areas 
like the Lower Ninth Ward. But there would 
not have been people drowning in their 
attics and bodies floating in the water, 
dramatic rooftop rescues and 80 percent of 
the city festering in floodwaters for 10 days. 
The fact is that New Orleans survived 
Katrina in relatively good shape, being on 
the weaker, western side of the eye, while 
the border area of Louisiana and Mississippi 
bore the full force of her 145-mph winds. 
Many New Orleans residents went to bed 
the night of Aug. 29 thinking they had 
dodged a bullet; a few at the Louisiana State 
University Hurricane Center in Baton Rouge 
even cracked open a bottle of good Pinot 
grigio to toast that fact. 

But unknown to most residents, city 
officials, emergency responders and even 
the Corps of Engineers, a disaster was in the 
making within two hours of Katrina's 
landfall at 6: 10 a.m. that Monday. The 
Industrial Canal breached, sending water 
surging through the Lower Ninth Ward, one 
of the city's lowest neighborhoods. Maj. 
Gen. Hunt Downer, on duty in his Louisiana 
National Guard office at Jackson Barracks 
two miles from the canal, watched 
whitecaps rolling down the street as he 
talked to his wife on the telephone around 8 
a.m. Before long he was watching his car 
and every other vehicle in the parking lot 
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float down the street. By 9:30 a.m. the 
historic base, close to where Gen. Andy 
Jackson fought the bloody British in the 
Battle of New Orleans in 18 14-1 5, was 
under 8 to 10 feet of water. Swamped in that 
deluge was the base's military museum, 
whose collection of 350 military weapons 
included muskets from pre-colonial times, 
and 13 ante-bellum homes that housed 
senior Guard staff. 

P eople knew the levees had broken. At the 
LSU Center, Professor Ivor van Heerden, a 
hurricane modeling expert who had warned 
as early as 10 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 27, that 
"New Orleans will flood," had a report from 
the National Weather Service as early as 
8: 14 a.m. Monday that a canal had failed. A 
White House account of events put that 
warning at 9: 12 a.m. More convincingly 
Van Heerden, who was given extensive TV 
time analyzing what went wrong in the days 
after the storm, has an aerial photo taken by 
3 FEMA photographer at 2 p.m. Monday. It 
shows a 400-foot section of the Industrial 
Canal pushed 35 feet inland. Doubtless this 
was the source of the flood that sent Gen. 
Downer's troops into full rescue mode and 
Lower Ninth Ward residents in search of 
higher ground. 
Van Heerden knew this amounted to 
"catastrophic failure" of the levee system. 
But people in responsible positions on the 
ground apparently did not - or if they did, 
they failed to comprehend what it meant. 

Communications lines were disintegrating as 
Katrina stormed. But, says Van Heerden, 
people knew . "The state told FEMA. FEMA 
told (Director 
Michael) Brown. Brown told the White 
House. . .And it didn't get anywhere." 

Indeed, videotapes of White House briefings 
released just last week showed repeated 
warnings before Katrina struck that the 

levees could break, putting lives at risk. As 
New Orleans Mayor Ray Nagin said in 
retrospect, "You know, from this tape it 
looks like everybody was fully aware." 

President Bush appeared not to be. Even 
four days after the storm, he told the nation: 
"I don't think anybody anticipated the breach 
of the levees." 

The truth is they did - but they didn't. 

T he levees were designed to withstand a 
Category 2 hurricane - winds of 
96- to 1 1 0-mph, but Katrina was a Category 
4 at landfall, around 145 mph. The 
difference in storm surge between those two 
rankings is 6 to 8 feet for Category 2, vs. 13 
to 18 feet for Category 4. That alone might 
help explain the failure of some levees. But 
several engineers and on-the-scene officials 
estimate Katrina's actual surge in the 
Orleans and St. Bernard Parishes at 20 feet - 
a massive wall of water that even levees 
built to Category 5 standards probably could 
not have withstood. 

And hurricanes don't follow the precise 
patterns that human minds have laid out in 
an effort to quantify them. Wind speed is 
just one factor. 
The dimensions of the eye and of its circular 
windband, the forward speed and the 
barometric pressure all factor into the impact 
of a storm when it hits land. Katrina was 
massively wide - 200 miles, with a 25-mile 
eye - and slow-moving. Thus the towering 
storm surge, driven from the Gulf over 
marshlands that had been destroyed by 
decades of human mismanagement, was the 
equivalent of a tsunami, overwhelming locks 
and levees designed for a much smaller 
event. 

Van Heerden had designed computer models 
of such storms - the "Hurricane Pam" 
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exercise in '04 was one - which predicted the 
city would flood. But much as intelligence 
officials couldn't grasp the concept of 
suicidal terrorists hijacking loaded airliners 
and flying them into skyscrapers before 
911 1, apparently no one thought Nature 
would throw something like that at New 
Orleans. They knew it would flood if it did. 
And they knew the canals, the Mississippi 
and its man-made extension called the 
Mississippi River Gulf Outlet act as a 
massive funnel through which flood waters 
could pour into the city under the right 
conditions. 
Katrina was a "perfect storm" for the lack of 
vision by federal, state and local officials. 

James 0. Ward Jr., deputy director of the 
Army Corps teams working to repair some 
60 levee breaches in the New Orleans area, 
called Katrina a 200-year storm. 

"The canals should have stood up to the 
event they got, but they did not," he told 
editorialists from around the country. Why? 
"I'm not sure. 
Obviously, something went badly wrong. It 
could be the design, the height or the 
construction." Added Lt. Col. David 
Berczek, also of the Corps, "In some cases, 
it (a levee) was simply overwhelmed." 

T here is debate over whether the levees 
were properly designed and constructed. 
Van Heerden questions whether the Corps 
engineers' 
calculations are accurate, charging they 
miscalculated the levees' 
strength by a factor of two to three. He 
contends the soil that forms the levees 
contains too much organic matter and sand 
and not enough clay to form a strong bond. 
Moreover, he believes the concrete walls 
that top the canal levees throughout the city 
are poorly designed and not driven into the 
bottom to the design depth of 26 feet. 

Instead of a T-design with braces angled out 
on both sides of the lower portion of the 
wall to add strength, the walls are a simple I 
design - basically a wall of steel and 
concrete dominos sunk to as little as 10 feet 
that the right amount of water could push 
over andlor top. That, he insists, explains the 
400-foot section of the Industrial pushed 
aside like a child's block. 

Corps crews are working feverishly to repair 
the levees in time for the next hurricane 
season which officially starts June 1. 
Berczek said the agency is working at 59 
locations under contracts worth $770 
million. 
Some will simply be restored to their pre-K 
condition; others will be improved with T- 
wall design. As for the long-term future, he 
said the Corps is involved in a study of what 
it would take to harden the entire levee 
system to withstand a Category 5 storm. 
That report isn't expected until fall 2007. 

What is done with that ultimately will 
depend upon Congress. Just as previous 
Congresses refused to fund previous Corps' 
plans for Category 5 levees, this could 
become just another study gathering dust on 
a shelf. 
And elected officials will scratch their heads 
and point fingers the next time New Orleans 
floods. 

And here, in hurricane-prone Southwest 
Florida, we sit even more vulnerable. 

Sam Hanel. 2006. "St. Louis Air Guard 
Unit Moving to Whiteman Air Force 
Base." Associated Press Nerwswires 
(March 6, 10:34). 

A St. Louis Air National Guard unit 
originally slated for closure will instead 

BRAC Commission Early Bird 
Use of these articles does not reflect official endorsement. 

Reproduction for private use or gain is subject to original copyright restrictions. 



relocate to Whiteman Air Force Base near 
Sedalia, Mo., sparing about 250 jobs, Sen. Jim Talent, R-Mo., said the state's 
Missouri lawmakers said Monday. congressional delegation worked together in 

lobbying the Air Force to make the decision. 
The move is a glimmer of good news for 
Missouri, which lost about 3,000 defense- "I know they will maintain the standard of 
related jobs in the federal base closure and excellence for which they are known as they 
realignment process last year. take on this new mission," Talent said. 

Members of the 13 1 st Fighter Wing, now 
based at Lambert Airport, will team up with 
current active-duty personnel at Whiteman 
to support the 
B-2 stealth bomber mission. 

"I am pleased that the U.S. Air Force found 
a way to preserve the 13 1 st, one of the most 
experienced and proven Air Guard units in 
the country," 
Sen. Kit Bond, R-Mo., said in a written 
statement. 

U.S. Air Force officials considered guard 
units from around the nation before selecting 
the 13 1 st, Bond said. The fighter wing will 
be the only Air Guard unit in the country to 
fly the B-2. 

Rep. Ike Skelton, a Missouri Democrat 
whose district includes Whiteman, said the 
new unit would help the base become one of 
the premier Air Force posts in the nation. 

Gov. Matt Blunt, a Republican, said the 
move would "help defend our state from 
both foreign and domestic threats." 

It was not immediately known when the 
transfer would take place. 

The base at Lambert would remain open 
under the Pentagon's realignment plan. The 
157th Air Operations Group and the 21 8th 
Engineering Installation Group will relocate 
from Jefferson Barracks into space at 
Larnbert. 

Missouri officials launched a major effort Maj. Gen. King Sidwell, adjutant general for 
last year to stop the Defense Department the Missouri National Guard, called the 
from moving the National Guard's 15 fighter news an exciting development. 
jets from Lambert to other bases around the 
country. Bond and the state's other federal "While the military is transforming to meet 
lawmakers claimed it would jeopardize current and future objectives, we are 
national security by leaving the region prepared to do whatever necessary to remain 
without adequate air defenses. an effective part of total force," Sidwell said. 

But the federal Base Closing and ******** 
Realignment Commission agreed with the 
Pentagon and the decision was later Mikhail Moshkin. 2006. "The Last Russian 
approved in Congress, along with plans to Troops Will Leave Georgia in 2008." 
close dozens of military installations and WPS: Defense & Security (March 6). 
Guard units across the country. The state 
also lost a federal lawsuit that claimed We have obtained a copy of the military 
Guard units could not be moved without the bases withdrawal agreements with Georgia, 
consent of the governor. written by the Russian Defense Ministry. 
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Since President Saakashvili has not insisted 
on immediate withdrawal of the Russian 
military for some time, Tbilisi must have 
found the terms proposed by Moscow quite 
acceptable. 

We have obtained a copy of the military 
bases withdrawal agreements with Georgia, 
written by the Russian Defense Ministry. 
Prime Minister Mikhail Fradkov has a week 
to sign the documents before forwarding 
them to President Putin. Since President 
Mikhail Saakashvili of Georgia has not 
insisted on immediate withdrawal of the 
Russian military for some time, official 
Tbilisi must have found the terms proposed 
by Moscow quite acceptable. 

The signing of the agreements will put the 
Russian bases in Baturni and Akhalkalaki in 
the "withdrawal mode." The 62nd Base in 
Akhalkalaki is the first to be pulled out. 
Evacuation of military hardware is to be 
completed by the end of 2006. The base 
itself is to be closed not later than December 
3 1,2007. 

It will be the turn of the 6th Base in Batumi 
then. Withdrawal of the base and 
headquarters of the Russian Army Group in 
the Caucasus is scheduled for 2008. The 
assets will be divided by the principle "we 
get whatever can be moved and leave you 
the rest." 

"When the Georgian leadership is making 
arrangements for using its army against 
South Ossetia and Abkhazia, addressing the 
matter of withdrawal is the height of 
political folly. If there is anyone in the 
Foreign Ministry or Defense Ministry who 
believes that after signing the agreements 
Georgia will relax pressure on Abkhazia and 
South Ossetia, they are in for a nasty 
surprise." 

Some articles of the agreements are indeed 
dubious. Given the desire and ingenuity, 
official Tbilisi may apply clauses of the 
documents to peacekeepers in Abkhazia and 
South Ossetia. On the other hand, it is clear 
to everyone that peacekeepers' presence in 
the conflict areas is subject of absolutely 
different agreements and there is nothing to 
be done about it without the consent of all 
involved parties: Georgia, Abkhazia, and 
South Ossetia. It means that Georgia is 
highly unlikely to have Russian 
peacekeepers ousted on the basis of the 
agreements in question. Russia will retain its 
contingents in the breakaway provinces 
- a powerfil policy instrument in the 
Caucasus. 

Translated by A. Ignatkin 

Gazeta, March 3,2006, p. 5 

The compromise that may result in the 
Russian-Georgian agreements was reached 
within the last twelve months. Some experts 
evaluate the agreements as a concession to 
Georgia. 

"You know, the logic of the Russian side 
escapes me entirely," said Constantine 
Stalin, CIS Countries Institute director and 
Duma member. 

Robert D. Eldridge. 2006. "12 Major 
Reasons Why Henoko Option is Flawed." 
Daily Yomiuri (March 6): 10. 

It is time for the Defense Agency to admit 
its plan to relocate the functions of U.S. 
Marine Corps Futenma Air Station to 
Henoko is flawed and to look at a new plan 
that creates a win-win-win situation for all 
three parties--the United States, Japan and 
Okinawa Prefecture. The failure to do so 

BRAC Commission Early Bird 
Use of these articles does not reflect official endorsement. 

Reproduction for private use or gain is subject to original copyright restrictions. 



now could fatally damage the alliance and 
make any future modus vivendi with 
Okinawa Prefecture more difficult. 

With the exception of a few officials in the 
agency and Liberal ~emocratic Party, no 
one is satisfied with the current Henoko 
option found in the October 29 Interim 
Report. Nor was the Nago light option or the 
more shortsighted Camp Schwab option any 
better. Even the 1996 Special Action 
Committee on Okinawa agreement had to be 
ruled out by both the Japanese and U.S. 
governments due to environmental concerns, 
unsound construction methods, mounting 
fiscal problems and unresolved political 
issues. 

Specifically, there are at least 12 major 
problems with the current Henoko plan. 
First, the construction of new airfield across 
the Schwab Peninsula will cause significant 
environmental damage to the coral areas 
around the peninsula and to Oura Bay to the 
northwest, not to mention impact the feeding 
areas of the dugong, the symbol of the 
environmental movement. 

Second, the flight patterns would be noisy 
and potentially dangerous for nearby 
residents. Despite the agency's statements to 
the contrary, the runway needs to be at least 
2,000 meters from neighboring homes in 
order to avoid these concerns. In the current 
plan, however, the flights would be only 700 
meters fiom the Henoko district in Nago and 
less than 500 meters from other 
communities. 

These concerns have also bothered the U.S. 
military. The Marine Corps realizes the 
inconvenience its flights causes for the 
citizens of Okinawa and does not want to 
trouble them any more than necessary when 
carrylng out its alliance obligations; hence 
its agreement 10 years ago to move to what 

was then, prior to economic stimulus 
packages, a less populated area. For this 
reason, the current plan is unsound because 
a new urban area is already developing near 
the planned facility and a second "Futenma 
Problem" will simply emerge in the future. 

The fourth problem is with its military 
aspects. Negotiated by civilians rather than 
military specialists, the Henoko plan does 
not maintain the current capabilities of 
Futenma. Most egregious is the greatly 
shortened runway, which at about 1800 
meters (including overruns) does not 
replicate the 2800-meter runway of 
Futenma. 

A related fifth problem is the fact that the 
Henoko plan focuses only on the airfield and 
does not specify where, when, and how the 
related support facilities, such as housing, 
schools, etc., would be built in an 
increasingly crowded area around the small 
community of Henoko. Due to the move 
north, military personnel living in housing 
areas in the southern and central part of 
Okinawa will have to make a long daily 
commute to Henoko, in some cases, 90- 
minute one-way drives. When I explained 
this to an otherwise thoughtful Japanese 
scholar of U.S.-Japan relations last year, he 
responded, "They are civil servants and thus 
just have to put up with it." Unfortunately, it 
does not work that way. 
Military personnel need to be fully attentive 
and in their best health to perform the 
missions assigned to them. They are not 
sitting behind desks like us academics, but 
behind steering wheels and in some cases in 
the cockpits. Furthermore, with the bases 
spread out as they are, inter-base 
transportation and shipment of supplies will 
have to continue on the public roadways, 
this time requiring even more travel as the 
facility would be moved further north. 
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The sixth problem relates to the fact that 
Henoko is not a comprehensive solution. 
Not only are the support facilities not 
included, but no specific plan exists for the 
other bases that need to be consolidated and 
relocated, such as Naha Military Port, Camp 
Kinser, Self-Defense Forces facilities, and 
other bases. As a result, these problems are 
just being put off for a later day. 

Seventh is in the construction. Fill will need 
to be shipped from China, which will 
increase the time and costs involved. A 
breakwater will also need to be constructed, 
as Okinawa is known as Typhoon Ginza. 
Such a wall misleadingly does not appear in 
any of the agency designs. 
Construction of it will add to the costs and 
time involved, not to mention increased 
opposition by environmental groups. 

The eighth problem relates to the fact that 
four historical sites are located in the 
planned construction area. The sites would 
need to be investigated, expected to take at 
least 6- 112 years, before construction begins. 

The ninth problem is the time involved. In 
light of the above problems, the Henoko 
project will take at the minimum of 12 years 
if not more, assuming it begins today. 
Moreover, as was pointed out above, the 
Henoko plan concerns the air facility only, 
and not the other support services. 
If these other projects are included it will 
probably take 20 years. 

The 10th problem is the cost. Because of the 
need to tear down existing structures on 
Schwab, import building materials, and 
eventually attempt to relocate other bases 
down the road, the costs are going to be 
much higher than the original 10 billion 
dollars. 

The 1 1 th problem is that the Henoko move 
presents no grand vision for Okinawa and 
does nothing for Okinawa Prefecture as a 
whole economically, other than stimulus 
packages for the north. 

The 12th (and by no means final) problem is 
the dual inability of the agency to think large 
and make any decision happen. In the past, 
such as the reversion of Okinawa to Japan in 
1972, or even the SAC0 process, it was the 
Prime Minister's Office that took the lead. 
This time, it is the agency, which is not even 
a full ministry. While it has asked other 
agencies in the government to help it in 
implementing the Interim Report, they have 
all backed off. 

These are not minor speed bumps but 
fundamentally unfixable problems that when 
taken together prove that the Henoko plan is 
flawed beyond hope. In light of the above, it 
is astonishing that Henoko found its way 
into the Interim Report at all. 

A better option exists--a facility built off 
Katsuren Peninsula that would merge the 
hnctions of Futenrna, Kinser, Naha Military 
Port, and the SDF Naha Air Base into one 
combined facility under SDF control. 
Constructed in shallow waters, far from any 
neighboring communities, it can be built 
quickly and inexpensively with proven 
methods and minimal environmental impact. 
Unlike the Henoko options, the Katsuren 
plan's most attractive part is that Okinawans 
originally proposed it. Without Okinawan 
participation, any plan would be 
unsuccessful. Indeed, in negotiations, 
nobody wins unless everyone wins. This is 
especially true now in the case of the base 
realignments in Okinawa. Katsuren, not 
Henoko, is the solution in that it relieves the 
so-called burden, maintains, if not 
strengthens capabilities as called for in the 
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Interim Report, and leads to the economic 
development of Okinawa as a whole. 
Negotiators, do the right thing before any 
more damage is done to the alliance and to 
relations with Okinawa Prefecture. 

Eldridge, an associate professor at Osaka 
University's School of International Public 
Policy, regularly writes on Okinawa and 
U.S.-Japan relations and just completed his 
50th visit to Okinawa Prefecture. He served 
as a scholar-in-residence at the headquarters 
of Marine Corps Forces Pacific in Hawaii 
from 2004-2005. 

Libby John. 2006. "U.S. Begins 
Construction on Rotation Base in 
Romania for 2,000 Soldiers." Inside the 
Army 18/9 (March 6). 

The Bush administration is taking the first 
steps toward creating rotational bases in 
Eastern Europe by starting construction of a 
facility in Romania that could accommodate 
up to 2,000 U.S. troops. The move is part of 
the administration's realignment of U.S. 
forces as spelled out in the 2004 Global 
Posture Review. 

Late last year, Secretary of State 
Condoleezza Rice signed an agreement with 
Romanian officials that provides the U.S. 
military access to two Romanian military 
facilities: the Mihail Kogalniceanu Air Base, 
located in the southeast part of the country, 
and the Babadag Training Range. 

The agreement, signed Dec. 6 2005, will 
also help establish the Eastern European 
Task Force, which will consist of a "small 
joint deployable headquarters element in 
Romania" and the use of Romanian and 
Bulgarian facilities for rotational training, 
exercises and operations, a Defense 

Department spokesman told Inside the Army 
last week. 

Army active and Reserve units participated 
in training exercises with Romanian troops 
last year at Babadag. Romania became a 
NATO member in 2004. 

Last month, the Army Corps of Engineers 
Europe District announced it is taking bids 
for a contract to build a facility near the 
Babadag Training Center and to make 
improvements to the center itself. 

The Corps posted a presolicitation notice in 
the Federal Business Opportunities for the 
design and construction services for a 
forward operating base and forward 
operating facilities in Romania. 

According to the notice, posted Feb. 27, the 
project will be carried out in two phases. 
The first phase, scheduled to begin this 
December and last until December 2007, 
will consist of constructing the forward 
operating base in the Babadag training area. 
According to the notice, the facilities will be 
used to support the requirements of 
rotational training units of about 800 to 
1,000 people, and will include delivery and 
construction of several structures. 

The supporting facilities will integrate anti- 
terrorism measures, roads, walkways and 
site improvement, the Corps said. 

"Utility infrastructure to support the 
requirements of training units of 
approximately 2,000 personnel includes 
installation of packaged water and sewer 
treatment plants, and basic electrical, water 
and sewer distribution and storage systems," 
the notice states. 

Phase two, scheduled to begin in December 
2007 and last through August 2008, involves 
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constructing the forward operating facilities. 
These basic facilities will be used to support 
the requirements of training units consisting 
of 1,200 personnel. Facilities will integrate 
anti-tenorism measures, roads, walks and 
site improvements, the notice stated. 

U.S. can use the facilities and areas in 
Romania," he said. 

Other issues the agreement addresses 
include: 

The Feb. 27 notice did not include the cost 
of the project but a previous notice posted 
Feb. 24 said the estimated cost is between 
$25 million to $ I00 million. The Corps 
stated that "funds are not currently available 
for this requirement." 

* "Logistics support provided to U.S. forces 
by Romania; 

* "Prepositioning of equipment; 

* "Movement of aircraft and vehicles; 

* "Labor; and 
In an August 16,2004, DOD briefing on the 
Global Posture Review, a senior defense 
official was asked about putting U.S. troops 
in Poland, Romania and Uzbekistan. The 
official said it was not an administration 
goal to shift U.S. forces from Western 
Europe to Eastern Europe. 

* "Protection of the environment." 

The U.S. will be responsible for paying for 
the services it requested and rendered. Either 
the U.S. or Romania can terminate the 
agreement within one year's written notice, 
according to the DOD spokesman. 

"We're going to have ongoing training and 
exercises. We may have rotational 
deployments to those countries, but we're 
not going to be looking to station in big 
numbers to the east of the kind of forces that 
are in Germany today," the official said. 

The spokesman said a similar deal is being 
negotiated with Bulgaria. "There will be six 
implementing agreements to be signed in the 
coming months that will detail how it will be 
carried out," he said. 

Establishing a presence overseas is part of 
DOD's global military force management, 
the senior defense official said. "And that is 
to say that we're looking at how rotational 
forces generally will be allocated every year 
to go to different regions for training, for 
operations, for exercises [and] for security 
cooperation activities with allies," the 
official continued. 

The agreement with Romania is similar to 
other agreements the U.S. has around the 
world, the DOD spokesman said. "This 
agreement is critical to the implementation 
of our global defense posture realignment 
and sets forth the terms under which the 

Last year the congressionally-mandated 
Overseas Basing Commission issued its 
review of overseas U.S. military facilities. 
The review said the establishment of new 
facilities in Bulgaria and Romania will offer 
additional training areas for U.S. rotational 
use, but "investment for development, 
environmental clean up and instrumentation 
will be required overtime to provide 
adequate training facilities for joint and/or 
combined capability." 

The Associated Press. 2006. "Two Seek 
Adjutant General Post." Associated Press 
Newswires (March 6, 15:OO). 
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Columbia, S.C. (AP) - South Carolina 
National Guard commander Gen. Stan 
Spears said Monday he will seek a fourth 
term as adjutant general. 

Spears, a Republican, has held the post for 
11 years, and has presided over the largest 
deployment of Guard personnel since World 
War 11. 

Glenn Lindman, a 24-year veteran of the 
Army, Army Reserve and National Guard, is 
running as a Democrat. 

Spears said he has realigned the structure of 
the force, worked to improve Guard benefits 
and helped protect state military installations 
during the recent round of Base Realignment 
and Closure. 

"Over 70 percent of soldiers and Air Guard 
members have responded bravely to the call 
of duty in trouble spots like Afghanistan, 
Iraq and Kosovo," Spears said in a 
statement. "In this time of crisis, responding 
successfully to our conflicts abroad requires 
continuity and proven leadership." 

Sen. Lindsey Graham and U.S. Rep. Joe 
Wilson endorsed their fellow Republican at 
his announcement here. 

Lindman, of Woodruff, is the former 
president of ComputerPlus Sales & Service 
in Greer. He retired fiom that position to 
deploy with his Guard unit to Iraq. Lindman 
said he is running to prevent the reduction of 
the state's Guard units. He also said the 
position should be appointed, rather than 
elected, and that the Guard needs to change 
its promotion system, because there are few 
minorities in its upper ranks. 

Unattributed. 2006. "HCR 197,2005- 
2006." LegAlert (March 4). 

Rep Lee, Barbara 

Declaring That It Is the Policy of the United 
States Not to Enter into Any Base 
Agreement with the Government of Iraq 
That Would Lead to a Permanent United 
States Military Presence in Iraq. 

20050630 * REFERRED TO THE HOUSE 
COMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL 
RELATIONS. 

Gene Rector. 2006. "Robins to Receive 
Huge Boost If Military Construction 
Package Is Approved." Macon (GA) 
Telegraph (March 4). 

More than $60 million in new facilities will 
be coming to Robins Air Force Base if 
Congress approves the Defense 
Department's fiscal year 2007 military 
construction package. 

Included are a $24.2 million supply 
distribution center, a $30 million advance 
metal finishing facility and $8.6 million for 
a new aircraft maintenance hangar. 

The distribution center * formally called a 
consolidated containerization point * would 
implement the Base Realignment and 
Closure plan to create four support regions 
throughout the country, each with a strategic 
distribution platform or hub. 

Robins is one of the four, along with centers 
in Pennsylvania, Oklahoma and California. 

"The primary role of the center is to serve as 
a consolidation point for material being 
shipped overseas to military customers," 
said Jackie Noble, a command affairs officer 
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at Defense Distribution Center Headquarters 
in New Cumberland, Pa. 

"Today, this capability exists only at depots 
in California and Pennsylvania," Noble said 
in an e-mail response to a reporter's query 
about the distribution center. 

The BRAC ruling will require construction 
of a similar facility in Oklahoma City. 
BRAC is a federal process used to evaluate 
military installations for closure or workload 
changes. 

Col. Elizabeth Moore, who commands the 
Defense Distribution Center at Robins, said 
the consolidation containerization point role 
would be a new mission for the base. 

"All types of material will be shipped in 
here, then consolidated and reshipped to 
overseas locations wherever the warfighters 
are," she said. "The assets will come from 
various sources, including contractors and 
other Defense Logistics Agency 
~varehouses." 

The size and scope of the Robins operation 
and how cargo would be divided among the 
four centers currently is under evaluation. 

"There are a number of steps that have to be 
taken within DLA," Moore said. "That's 
taking place right now in concert with the 
services and combatant commands." 

hloore said the Robins facility will be 
similar in size to the current center in San 
Joaquin, Calif. "But until we see what 
commodities we'll be dealing with and who 
we'll be supporting from this location, we 
won't have a firm idea of size and scope," 
she said. The $24.2 million price tag is 
based on anticipated square footage. 

The new metal finishing facility will 
modernize a number of metal coating and 
treatment jobs within the Warner Robins Air 
Logistics Center, improve efficiency and 
reduce environmental risks. 

Wendy Johnston, chief of the transformation 
division within plans and programs at the 
center, said the immediate payoff will be a 
15 percent reduction in time required to treat 
metal parts. 

"Many of the parts we take off aircraft 
require plating or something similar," she 
said. "We have a facility now, but it's labor 
intensive and involves a lot of wet 
processes. Parts are dunked into a solution, 
dried, then moved over to another solution. 
We also have to use people to move 
components from one tank to another." 

The new plant * which will include $25 
million in new equipment funded from other 
sources * will employ state-of-the-art 
robotics, programmable hoists, vaporless 
plating paints, water recycling and some dry 
plating processes. 

"Overall, we will be able to reduce 
hazardous waste by 75 percent, water usage 
by about 70 percent, and treated parts should 
have greater reliability because the new 
processes are more advanced," Johnston 
said. 

The new equipment could have been 
installed in the existing facility but the 
process would have taken up to three years. 

"In the meantime, we wouldn't have had a 
place to do our plating," Johnston said. "So 
the only real answer was a new building. 
We'll eventually take the old equipment out 
of the existing facility and use the space for 
other types of production." 
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The new aircraft hangar will enable the 
center to consolidate several F- 15 
maintenance tasks, including non- 
destruction inspections, canopy repair and 
some stripping work. 

"We're performing those all over the flight 
line right now," she said. "This will enable 
us to centralize almost all of our F- 15 
operation into one area and it should 
decrease the time required to perform depot 
maintenance on the F- 15 by at least two 
days. " 

To contact Gene Rector, call 923-3 109, 
extension 239, or e-mail 
grector@macontel.com. 

Newt Gingrich. 2006. "A Leaner, Meaner 
Military." The Washington Post (March 4): 
A1 7. 

The Post's Feb. 13 editorial "Mr. 
Rumsfeld's Flawed Vision" managed to 
miss the major achievements of a 
remarkable Quadrennial Defense Review 
(QDR). This was the most thorough and 
systematically managed review in Pentagon 
history. The review board, co-chaired by 
Deputy Defense Secretary Gordon England 
and Adm. Edmund Giambastiani, spent half 
a year forcing changes in a complex 
bureaucratic system famous for its ability to 
hide and wait for the current civilian 
leadership to disappear so it can continue its 
old, comfortable ways. Only by sheer force 
of will has the senior leadership, under the 
direction of Defense Secretary Donald 
Rumsfeld and Gen. Peter Pace, chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, muscled through 
s~~bstantial and historic change in the 
Defense Department. 

This effort to craft a change-oriented QDR 
has to be seen in the larger context of 
change throughout the Defense Department. 
The fact that Gen. Peter Schoomaker was 
brought out of retirement to impose 
Rumsfeld's vision on a reluctant Army is the 
best example of the determined, systematic 
change involved. Schoomaker has become 
the most single-minded Army modernizer 
since George Catlett Marshall. As Army 
chief of staff he ended the individual 
replacement system, dating to 1917, which 
everyone knew was destructive to unit 
cohesion but no one had had the will and 
determination to replace. Ending the practice 
of heedlessly moving individual soldiers in 
and out of units has produced the highest 
level of unit readiness in modem history. 

The Army has shifted fiom 1 1 unwieldy 
World War 11-type divisions to 77 rapidly 
deployable brigades designed for modern 
war. This makes it more deployable, more 
usable and more effective. Army 
modernization is being extended by the 
creation of more Special Operations units 
and the Marine Corps is being turned into a 
more effective organization for what I call 
"the long war against the irreconcilable wing 
of Islam." 

The Navy and Air Force have continued to 
shift toward unmanned vehicles, more 
effective power projection and more 
sophisticated capabilities to contain and 
deter China. The shift toward unmanned 
vehicles alone would have been considered 
dramatic a decade ago. The development of 
new submarine capability is a powerful tool 
as Chinese imports and seaborne trade 
increase. 

In terms of reshaping the Pentagon, the 
largest and most comprehensive base 
closing in defense history was recently 
completed; it will yield billions in savings. 
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Under Rumsfeld's leadership, the Pentagon 
has also reconfigured forces from Europe 
and Korea into more usable and effective 
form. Furthermore, these changes have been 
made while increasing the amount of 
training and cooperation undertaken with 
our allies. 

At the Pentagon, the creation of the National 
Security Personnel System * which is being 
challenged in the courts * is historic and 
vitally necessary to the effective use of 
resources for national security. The fact that 
it has been opposed by every labor union in 
the Defense Department is one indication of 
how thorough and far-reaching it is. 

There are a number of steps that have to be 
taken to modernize the nondefense aspects 
of national security. As Senate Armed 
Services Committee Chairman John Warner 
has noted, large segments of the civilian 
government are not doing their job and in 
some cases are not even showing up for their 
assignments. Rumsfeld is aware of these 
problems, but it is hard to imagine that he 
could challenge other departments in a 
public document such as the QDR. 

Finally, The Post seems upset that some new 
weapons systems have not been entirely 
eliminated. The F-22, for example, has been 
cut from 380 aircraft to 180, reflecting the 
low likelihood of major air battles against a 
large and modern adversary. Yet there may 
come a morning when * facing a challenge 
in Iran, North Korea or potentially with 
China in the Taiwan Straits * the F-22 will 
prove its worth. The issue with next- 
generation aircraft is not, as The Post 
asserts, a question of air superiority but of 
survivability against antiaircraft missiles 
when Russia's and other countries are 
prepared to sell their best systems to a range 
of countries that oppose the United States. It 
is also true that the Navy continues to build 
aircraft carriers. But carriers have been 
modernized, and today's movable naval 
airfields are far more capable than they were 
a generation ago. 

Someone at The Post has a fixation on 
"weapons systems killed" as proof of 
leadership ability in the Defense 
Department. That fixation reduces change in 
national security to a narrow and inaccurate 
calculation. 

The Post wrongly asserts that "Mr. 
Rumsfeld essentially proposes to reinforce 
and perpetuate the greatest single mistake of 
his tenure, which was failing to deploy 
enough soldiers to win the wars the United 
States has taken on." In fact, there is no 
evidence that more troops would have 
accomplished anything more than what was 
accomplished in Afghanistan. The mistake 
in Iraq was not keeping the Iraqi regular 
army intact to assume the responsibility of 
policing in June 2003. Additional troops 
were not sent to Iraq for the very reason that 
military leaders did not want to create an 
even bigger footprint leading to greater 
alienation and hostility on the part of the 
Iraqi people. 

Rumsfeld's second tour of duty as defense 
secretary marks a period of dramatic change 
in which the United States has been 
simultaneously fighting a global war against 
Islamic extremists, conducting campaigns in 
Afghanistan and Iraq, making preparations 
to preempt North Korea and Iran if 
necessary, undertaking strategies to contain 
China over the next two decades, 
dramatically changing the structure and 
rhythm of the Army, and beginning a 
revolution in both special operations 
capabilities and unmanned vehicles. This is 
an extraordinary level of change, and the 
QDR is best seen as one more building 

BRAC Commission Early Bird 
Use of these articles does not reflect official endorsement. 

Reproduction for private use or gain is subject to original copyright restrictions. 



block in this new architecture of 2 1 st- meet the challenge of the Base Realignment 
century American security. and Closure (BRAC) process. 

The writer, a former speaker of the House, 
serves on the Defense Policy Board, to 
which he was appointed by Defense 
Secretary Donald Rumsfeld. 

Unattributed. 2006. "N.Y. Power Authority 
to Help Sponsor Niagara Military Affairs 
Council Celebration Dinner." US Fed 
News (March 3). 

Lewiston, N.Y., March 3 * The New York 
State Power Authority issued the following 
news release: 

The New York Power Authority (NYPA) 
will join with other area groups and 
organizations in sponsoring an upcoming 
community celebration dinner to recognize 
those who participated in the efforts to keep 
the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station open. 
The NIMAC Celebration Dinner will take 
place on Saturday, March 18 at Antonio's 
Restaurant, Banquet and Conference Center. 

"Governor Pataki, Congressman Tom 
Reynolds and a slew of other leaders in 
Western New York worked to save this 
base, and NYPA is honored to be a part of 
this event and to partner with the Niagara 
Military Affairs Council (NIMAC), area 
elected officials, community leaders and 
thousands of volunteers who contributed to 
this extraordinary success story," said 
Timothy S. Carey, NYPA CEO and 
President. 

This marks the latest in a series of measures 
NYPA has taken to demonstrate its support 
for the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station. In 
2003, Governor Pataki's Task Force on 
Military Bases identified power costs at the 
Air Base as a priority action item to help 

"The Niagara Falls Air Base plays a critical 
role in keeping our nation free and strong, 
while making important contributions to the 
local economy," Governor Pataki stressed at 
the time. "Reducing its power costs will 
support vital military missions and help 
protect its 3,000 jobs." 

In response, NYPA trustees approved an 
allocation of 2,300 kilowatts of low-cost 
hydro power to the Niagara Frontier 
Transportation Authority for use at the 
Niagara Falls Air Base. 

Last year, NYPA also "stepped to the plate" 
to help sponsor a "Save the Base Rally" at a 
Buffalo Bison's game at Dunn Tire Park. To 
demonstrate widespread community support, 
anyone who wrote five letters to the BRAC 
commission received two tickets to the 
game. Letters were available at the Power 
Vista, the visitors center at NYPA's Niagara 
Power Project, and were distributed and 
collected by NYPA staff members at a 
number of community events. 

NIMAC Chairman Merrell Lane said "The 
New York Power Authority has been an 
important partner in the success of the 
community's and NIMAC's overall effort to 
save the Niagara Air Reserve Station. They 
have been with us from the start with 
important power allocations that reduced the 
base's operating costs and also with 
financial support for NIMAC events." 

Tickets are $30 per person and are available 
by calling the NIMAC office at 716-283- 
4008. 
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Wayne Woolley. 2006. "Guard Chief 
Reports Stress Syndrome Soaring with 
Vets." The Star-Ledger (Newark, NJ) 
(March 3): 2 1. 

New Jersey's top military officer said 
yesterday the state Department of Military 
and Veterans Affairs more than doubled its 
budget this year to treat veterans for post- 
traumatic stress disorder. 

At a hearing of the state Senate Judiciary 
Committee, during which he was 
unanimously endorsed for a second term as 
adjutant general, Maj. Gen. Glenn Rieth said 
his department budgeted $800,000 this year 
* up from $300,000 the previous year * for 
post-traumatic stress disorder treatment for 
veterans, some of whom fought in Iraq or 
Afghanistan. He said he may seek more 
hnding in the next fiscal year, which begins 
in July. 

"About 25 percent of the kids are having 
some problems," Rieth said. "It's not just 
New Jersey's problem. It's America's 
problem." 

During the 30-minute hearing, Rieth also 
said he will be "fully engaged" in efforts to 
reuse Fort Monmouth after the Pentagon 
closes it in 2010. 

State-funded treatment for veterans with 
post-traumatic stress or other mental health 
problems supplements wider programs run 
by the federal Department of Veterans 
Affairs, which is responsible for the bulk of 
veterans' medical care. 

President Bush's proposed VA budget calls 
for $2.2 billion for mental health treatment, 
including post-traumatic stress disorder. A 
recent Army study found one-third of the 
troops who served in Iraq sought 
psychological help in the year after their 
return. 

Lt. Col. Roberta Niedt, a military and 
Veterans Affairs spokeswoman, said the 
state mental health program is handling 
1,125 cases of post-traumatic stress disorder. 
The number includes New Jersey National 
Guard troops and other service members 
who have returned from combat zones over 
the past two years, as well as veterans of 
previous wars. 

The numbers are on the rise. In 2004, the 
state handled 1 18 new cases, and the number 
increased to 268 last year. There have been 
82 new cases since January, including 26 
National Guardsmen or reservists who 
served in Iraq. 

A career National Guard officer, Rieth was 
named to the Cabinet post by Gov. James E. 
McGreevey in 2002. He was renominated by 
Gov. Jon Corzine in January and is expected 
to be confirmed by the full Senate March 13. 

As adjutant general, Rieth, 48, oversees the 
agency that provides services to New 
Jersey's 600,000 veterans. He also 
commands the 5,900 soldiers and 2,400 
airmen of the state National Guard. 

"At this rate, there's potential to have 400 
by the end of the year," Niedt said. "You 
can see the potential for this to continue to 
increase." 

Niedt said she anticipates the increase 
because of two factors: the continuing return 
of troops from Iraq and the establishment in 
April of a state hotline for veterans' mental 
health issues. 

In addition, she said, veterans have become 
less reluctant to ask for help. "The stigma is 
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being removed from post-traumatic stress," 
Niedt said. 

At yesterday's hearing, Sen. Joseph Kyrillos 
(R-Monmouth) asked Rieth about his 
agency's role in the future of Fort 
Monmouth, the Army communications 
research center ordered closed by the federal 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
last year. State officials are trying to ensure 
that the installation's 1,100 acres in 
Monrnouth County are smoothly turned over 
to local control after the closure. The effort 
also includes creating high-tech jobs to 
replace the 15,000 high-paying civilian 
defense jobs related to Fort Monrnouth. 

Rieth said Corzine has directed him to play a 
major role in the transition back to local 
control after the fort closes and its mission 
moves to the Aberdeen Proving Ground in 
Mary1 and. 

"The governor has made it clear that as the 
state's top military officer, he wants me 
fully engaged," Rieth said. 

Rieth said his agency will be given greater 
responsibility for protecting the state's six 
other major military installations fiom future 
Pentagon cutbacks. No individual state 
agency had this responsibility in the past. 

Additional Notes 
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Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 

March 13, 2006 

- - -- 

"Council Passes Grace Period for Resort 
Department o f  Defense Releases Property." 

National News Articles 

Local News Articles 

"Sens. Johnson, Thune, Rep. Herseth 
Continue to Fight for Ellsworth Call 
Center.'" 

Incentives plan proposed to make risk "Fort Monmouth Reuse Panel Gets 
zone BRAC friendly Legislators' OK." 

"Jet Pilots Will Shift to Bombers." "BRAC Victor Fort Dix Getting $40M 
Project." 

"Fairfax's Go-To Woman Says Farewell 
to the Hill." "State National Guard in Battle over 

Budget." 
"Fitch Rates Charles County, Maryland's 
GOs 'AA+'." "DOD Defends Market-Based BRAC 

Rule from Cleanup Concerns." 
"Pa. Guard Associations Lobby to Keep 
Troops." "Oceans's Future." 

"Greater Cleveland Partnership Selects "Residents Oppose Plan for Jet Field." 
Frederick R. Nance to Chair Board of 
Directors." "Lawmakers Urge Meeting over 

Oceana." 
"Military Lobbying Unit Gets a 
Unanimous Nod." 

Opinions/ Editorials 
"Budget Approved, Includes Raises for 
Employees, Teachers." Additional Notes 

"Assembly Briefs: Bill Would Give Say to Department of  Defense Releases 
Chesapeake on Proposed N.C. Landfill." 

National News Articles 
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Local News Articles 

Incentives plan proposed to make risk 
zone BRAC friendly 
By JON W. GLASS, The Virginian-Pilot 
O March 1 1,2006 
Last updated: 1 0 5  1 PM 

The council's vote will occur just three days 
before the city's March 3 1 deadline to 
present its plan to the Defense Department's 
inspector general, who will rule whether the 
city satisfied the BRAC requirements. 

In August, the BRAC panel ordered the city 
to halt and roll back incompatible growth in 
APZ- 1. 

VIRGINIA BEACH - In their bid to save the 
jets at Oceana Naval Air Station, city 
officials have crafted a plan to eliminate 
incompatible businesses in high-risk areas 
around the base. 

TJnder the plan, property owners would get 
incentives to convert existing incompatible 
businesses or to open new commercial 
ventures that the Navy considers compatible 
in Accident Potential Zone 1. 

Business operators in the Clear Zone, the 
highest-risk area for a jet crash, would be 
offered incentives to relocate. 

The City Council adopted a range of 
measures to halt further growth, but it 
rejected the demand to create a program to 
buy and condemn homes and most 
businesses in the zone. About 3,400 homes 
are in APZ- I .  

Instead, the city is proposing to roll back 
commercial uses the Navy says don't mix 
with an air base. Generally, businesses that 
employ large numbers of people or draw a 
lot of customers are viewed by the Navy as 
incompatible. 

City Manager Jim Spore said Friday the plan 
is an innovative attempt to address the 
federal Base Realignment and Closure 
Commission's mandate to "roll back" 
incompatible development around Oceana or 
risk losing its fighter jets. 

City Attorney Les Lilley said Friday that the 
plan contains safeguards for existing home 
owners in APZ- I. It's not an attempt, Lilley 
said, to gradually convert existing residential 
neighborhoods into business or industrial 
areas. 

"It's the critical piece," Spore said. 
"This program is not a threat to those 
neighborhoods," Lilley said. 

The proposal will be presented Monday to a 
citizen's committee for review and then to 
the City Council on Tuesday. 

If adopted by the council March 28, the 
proposal will be added to a package of 
development restrictions the council 
approved Dec. 20 as part of the city's effort 
to comply with the base-closure 
commission. 

Sections of such primary commercial 
corridors as Virginia Beach Boulevard and 
London Bridge Road lie within the APZ-I. 
The Navy considers dozens of businesses 
there, including retail shops and offices, as 
incompatible with Oceana's mission. 

The goal of the plan, city officials said, is to 
offer incentives making it attractive for 
owners to convert them into compatible 
businesses, such as mini-warehouses or 
auto-repair shops. 
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The incentives include a speedier approval 
process, rebates of certain business taxes 
and fees and tax breaks on renovating or 
replacing an incompatible business. Some of 
the existing businesses are old and run- 
down, Lilley said. 

"We're trying to find uses compatible to this 
area to locate there so we don't just end up 
with a brownfield," Lilley said. "We're 
trying to turn it into a win-win." 

Spore said he believes the plan complies 
with the intent of the BRAC order. Even if 
the city had agreed to condemn homes and 
businesses, he said, it would take at least 40 
years to purchase the estimated $700 million 
worth of property - based on the BRAC 
demand to spend at least $15 million a year. 

"You'd never get there," Spore said. "We're 
trying to get positive results for the property 
owners and for the Navy, and we're going to 
show the inspector general our plan gets a 
lot more done than the BRAC plan." 

Scott Canon. 2006. "Jet Pilots Will Shift to 
Bombers." The Kansas City (MO) Star 
(March 9): 7. 

St. Louis-Based Unit Will Move to Base 
near Knob Noster 

An effort to keep hundreds of military jobs 
in Missouri has made for some strange 
bedfellows at the nation's lone stealth 
bomber base. 

Air National Guard pilots and ground crews 
accustomed to hard-banking supersonic F- 15 
fighters - without their jets -soon will 
join the B-2 bomber force at Whiteman Air 
Force Base about 60 miles east of Kansas 
City near Knob Noster, Mo. 

After the state's congressional delegation 
trumpeted the move Monday, Air Force 
officials said Wednesday that they did not 
yet know how the two units would team 
together. 

A spokesman for Whiteman - the active- 
duty caretaker for the military's rarest and 
most-precious bomber - said base officials 
were still working that out. A spokeswoman 
for the Missouri National Guard, while 
declaring the shift as groundbreaking, could 
not say whether the fighter pilots would 
move into B-2 cockpits or if ground crews 
would tend to its high-tech controls and 
delicate radar-fooling skin. 

Former Air Force pilots predicted, at 
minimum, a clash of cultures. 

Fighter pilots are seen as the hotshots of the 
Air Force, pumped full of the daring and 
athletic skills needed for twirling through 
clouds in dogfights. Bomber pilots tend to 
operate with more reserve, excelling at their 
missions through steady calculation - 
qualities accentuated in a push-button plane 
like the $2.2 billion-per-copy B-2. 

"This is an unusual mix," said Thomas 
Keaney, a retired Air Force colonel, former 
bomber pilot and the current director of the 
Merrill Center for Strategic Studies at Johns 
Hopkins University. "There may be some 
reluctance on the part of fighter pilots to 
switch to bombers, and of the bomber pilots 
to share a plane like that." 

The 13 1 st Air National Guard Fighter Wing 
had been booked to leave Lambert-St. Louis 
International Airport, the fallout of cost- 
saving from last year's Base Realignment 
and Closure process. Its fighter jets will 
leave the state, but this week's 
announcement suggests that at least some of 
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the people assigned to the unit will work accustomed to flying regularly and pushing 
alongside the 509th Bomb Wing. a plane to its limits. 

Brad Swezey, a spokesman for the National 
Guard Bureau at the Pentagon, likened the 
new arrangement to a condominium time 
share, in which the duties of flying or 
maintaining the stealth bomber could be 
divided between National Guard and active- 
duty Air Force units. 

"We have this experience base of pilots in 
the Air National Guard," he said. "We have 
to make sure they're flying important and 
relevant missions." 

Training a pilot to fly the B-2 can take eight 
months to a year. Maintenance crews require 
about a month and a half of training 
followed by a year and a half of on-the-job 
training. 

The Air Force already has, depending on 
training cycles, 80 to 100 pilots qualified to 
pilot the massive two-seater bat-winged jet - 
more than enough to man even extended 
missions of the 2 1 planes. Like the pilots of 
the 13 1 st, the current commander of one of 
the 509th '~ two squadrons spent the earlier 
part of his career soaring in F-15 fighters. 

Originally designed for nuclear warfare, the 
B-2 has been adapted for conventional 
battles by the Air Force. Pilots flew a series 
of sorties from Missouri on bombing 
missions over the former Yugoslavia in 
1999. It was called into action again 2001 to 
fly from Whiteman on bombing raids on 
Afghanistan. And in 2003, stealth bombers 
took off from Missouri and fiom the island 
of Diego Garcia in the Indian Ocean to 
missions in Iraq. 

Keaney said that shifting to the B-2 could 
require an adjustment to the fighter jockeys 
in the National Guard unit who are 

Even B-2 training missions are elaborately 
plotted tasks, because part of the plane's 
ability to avoid detection by an enemy is the 
way its navigation is plotted to the smallest 
detail. Plus, the Air Force calculates that the 
cost of flying the jet runs about $15,000 per 
hour. An additional 40 to 50 hours of labor 
are needed on the ground for every hour in 
flight. 

"You don't go around and jump in," Keaney 
said. "Any time we fly them it" a big deal." 

First Glance 

I The 13 1 st Air National Guard Fighter 
Wing will move fi-om St. Louis to Whiteman 
Air Force Base near Knob Noster, keeping 
about 250 jobs in Missouri. 
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To reach Scott Canon, call (816) 234-4754 
or send e-mail to scanon@kcstar.com. 

Carol Morello. 2006. "Fairfax's Go-To 
Woman Says Farewell to the Hill." The 
Washington Post (March 9): T6. 

As Warner's Chief of Staff, Susan A. Magill 
Earned Bipartisan Admiration 

Susan Aheron Magill's wooden desk stands 
beside a large, paned window overlooking 
the U.S. Capitol, gleaming in the crisp light 
of a winter afternoon. 

"I'm going to miss the dome," she said 
wistfully, apologizing for the disarray as she 
maneuvered around boxes she was filling 
with possessions. 



Magill has worked on Capitol Hill since 
1973, the last 20 years as chief of staff for 
Virginia Republican Sen. John W. Warner. 
Her tenure has included seven presidencies, 
two impeachment proceedings and the 
terrorist attacks of Sept. 1 1,2001. Capitol 
Hill is where she met her husband, John, 
chief of staff for a Republican congressman 
from California. It is where they went on 
their first date, at the cafeteria of the 
Rayburn House Office Building. 

Last month, the Mount Vernon resident 
packed up three decades of memories to take 
a job in the government affairs office of the 
Pew Charitable Trusts. 

In the nation's capital, chiefs of staff can 
acquire reputations for ruthless efficiency 
and partisanship at the expense of alliances. 
Think Karl Rove. But Magill, named by 
Washingtonian magazine as one of the city's 
50 most powerful women in 1997, has won 
admirers across the political spectrum while 
advancing Warner's agenda. Not only is she 
competent and politically savvy, these fans 
say, but she also impresses them with a 
charm that is evident as she escorts a visitor 
into her boss's office with a gentle hand on 
the elbow. 

"Susan has been, without a doubt, the most 
responsive person I've dealt with on Capitol 
Hill as far as issues that confi-onted me," 
said Fairfax County Supervisor Gerald W. 
Hyland (D-Mount Vernon), who has 
requested a special county resolution 
honoring her. "She's the person I 
instinctively turn to." 

Gerald E. Connolly, the board's Democratic 
chairman, said he intends to name a day 
after Magill. 

to get something done for Virginia, and 
Fairfax in particular, on the Hill," he said. 
"Their ethos has been, they are there to 
serve, and politics end the minute you come 
in the door. She's made the relationship 
between federal and local governments 
work." 

Warner said Magill's counsel has been 
valuable because she has had no fear of 
disagreeing with him since he hired her 24 
years ago as a legislative aide. 

"We deal with each other as co-equals," 
Warner said in an interview in his office, on 
a day when his phone rang incessantly with 
constituents calling to complain about U.S. 
port operations being turned over to a 
company owned by the United Arab 
Emirates. "When she disagrees with me, she 
lets me have it with both barrels." 

Of Magill's politics, Warner says, "She's a 
little to the right of me." 

"How do you know that?" Magill challenged 
Warner, whom she considers not only a 
mentor but like a grandfather to her son and 
daughter. 

"You're always trying to push me a little 
more to the conservative side," he replied. 

Her advice is good, he said, plus, "She loves 
the state of Virginia." 

Magill, 56, is a native, born and raised in 
Roanoke. Her father ran a highway sign 
business out of their garage, and her mother 
did the accounting and office work. The 
family also owned a small beef cattle farm 
in nearby New Castle. She and her younger 
brother spent weekends doing chores. 

"For the last quarter of a century, Susan has "We didn't hire anyone," she said with a 
been known as the go-to person if you want mixture of pride and chagrin at the memory. 

BRAC Commission Early Bird 
Use of these articles does not reflect official endorsement. 

Reproduction for private use or gain is subject to original copyright restrictions. 



Her interest in politics and public policy was 
sparked when she was a student at the 
College of William and Mary in the activist 
1960s. After graduating, she came to 
Washington to work for her congressman, 
Republican Rep. M. Caldwell Butler. 

Far fewer women worked on Capitol Hill in 
those days, and Magill joined a women's 
caucus that agitated on behalf of issues that 
now seem ordinary, like equal pay for equal 
work. She said she never experienced sex 
discrimination, however. 

"I focused on what I was trying to do, and 
no one shut the door in my face because I'm 
a woman," she said. 

Magill next worked in the Washington 
office of Virginia Republican Gov. John N. 
Dalton. After Democrat Charles S. Robb 
was elected in 198 1 to succeed him, she 
knew she was bound to be replaced. By 
chance, she ran into Warner at a reception. 
Hearing of her need for a new job, he 
whipped out a business card and wrote a list 
of tasks for her to work on part time during 
her search. After she wrote a newsletter and 
helped prepare a strategy to convince a 
physics lab to locate in Virginia, Warner 
hired her as a full-time legislative aide. Four 
years later, he named her chief of staff, in 
charge of 25 people in Washington and 10 in 
his Virginia offices. 

Fairfax County officials said Magill helped 
them with problems large and small. 

Hyland described her as the point person in 
the county's successful effort to get the 
National Museum of the U.S. Army located 
at Fort Belvoir. She also has helped steer the 
county through the process of appealing for 
money to build the roads and schools it 
expects to need because of Base 

Realignment and Closure recommendations, 
which would bring an estimated 21,000 
defense jobs to Fairfax. 

Politicians aren't the only ones who have 
Magill to thank. Little League players faced 
the loss of the Woodlawn ballfield on Fort 
Belvoir when the Army wanted to build 
housing there. Hyland said he called Magill, 
and she arranged for him and other county 
officials to meet with officials from the 
military, plus Warner, Sen. George Allen 
(R), and Reps. Thomas M. Davis I11 (R) and 
James P. Moran Jr. (D). The meeting ended 
with an agreement for a land swap between 
Fort Belvoir and the county, preserving the 
12-acre Little League field and designating 
2 1 acres of county parkland for military 
housing in exchange. 

"She had them all in the room," Hyland said. 
"It was 'Okay, boys, we need to fix this 
problem.' It happened because of the 
intervention of Susan." 

Magill said she sees herself as a practical 
person who tries to solve problems. 

"Sometimes you've just got to get all the 
players in the room at a level where they can 
make a decision," she said of the ballpark 
negotiations. "It was a grocery-store issue. I 
couldn't go to the grocery without someone 
bugging me about it." 

Dan Mica, a former Democratic 
congressman from Florida who heads the 
Credit Union National Association, 
described Magill as a rarity in official 
Washington - someone who genuinely 
listens. 

"If you're with her, she's with you," said 
Mica, who is Magill's neighbor in Mount 
Vernon. "She's not looking over your 
shoulder to shake the next hand." 
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Magill said she would not have been able to "I've seen what it's like," she said with a 
do her job if Warner had not accommodated laugh. "I'm a behind-the-scenes person. I 
the time demands of a working mother. She can go home on weekends, instead of 
treasures photographs of Warner visiting her traveling to chicken dinners." 
daughter's grade-school class and attending 
her son's high school graduation. Warner As a parting gift, Warner's staff gave Magill 
allowed her to work out of his Roanoke a lamp for her new desk and a donation to 
office 18 months ago when her brother was ALS research. 
dying of amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, also 
called Lou Gehrig's disease. +****++ 

Warner bounces the compliments back to 
Magill and her husband. 

"She and John have balanced the challenge 
of raising a young family with the rigors and 
rotten hours of Capitol Hill filibusters," he 
said. 

Warner said he supported Magill's decision 
to retire and take the Pew job because she 
became eligible for a pension. Had she 
continued in her position, under tax law, she 
would have effectively earned only a 
ftaction of her salary. 

Magill said her departure does not mean that 
Warner has already decided not to run for 
reelection. She said she expects him to make 
a decision next year. 

John Magill said his wife will probably have 
more time to devote to serving as rector for 
William and Mary, and on the advisory 
board of George Washington's estate at 
hfount Vernon. 

Unattributed. 2006. "Fitch Rates Charles 
County, Maryland's GOs 'AA+'." 
Business Wire (March 8, 17:46). 

Stable Outlook 

Fitch Ratings assigns an 'AA+' rating to 
Charles County, MD's (the county) 
approximately $53 million in general 
obligation (GO) bonds, consisting of $43 
million in consolidated public improvement 
bonds of 2006 (tax-exempt) and $10 million 
in public improvement bonds of 2006 
(taxable). Fitch also affirms the 'AA+' 
rating on the county's $191 million of 
outstanding GO debt. The Rating Outlook is 
Stable. 

The bonds are scheduled for competitive 
sale on March 13. The proceeds of the tax- 
exempt bonds will be used to finance 
various capital projects. The taxable bonds 
will finance road projects through an 
agreement with American Community 
Properties Trust, a private developer. 

"Certainly the separation from the Hill is The 'AA+' rating reflects Charles County's 
going to be something she'll miss," he said. strong financial performance guided by 
"But she enjoys her work on foundations. I sound fiscal policies, continued tax base 
think there's a niche very much to Susan's growth, and manageable debt levels. The 
liking. She'll be happier." county was able to maintain its financial 

flexibility despite the Chapter 1 1 bankruptcy 
Magill said one thing she has no interest in filing by the parent of the county's largest 
is running for public office. taxpayer, Mirant Mid-Atlantic Generation 
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LLC (Mirant). Mirant has subsequently 
emerged from bankruptcy and is current on 
its county tax obligations. Fitch's near-term 
concerns regarding the impact on the Indian 
Head Naval Surface Warfare Center 
(NSWC), the county's largest employer, 
have been mitigated as recent base 
realignment and closure (BRAC) 
recommendations call for a reduction of 
only approximately 100 direct jobs at the 
facility. Upward movement in the rating 
remains hindered by an economy that is 
growing rapidly and predominately 
residential in nature. 

Charles County remains a relatively 
affordable Washington, D.C. suburb, 
exporting about one-half of its workforce 
within the capital region. Efforts to diversify 
the economy are ongoing with several 
projects under way, adding class A office 
and industrial/flex space for technology and 
research and development related 
opportunities. The county's unemployment 
rate in December 2005 was a low 2.8%, well 
below the state and national averages. Per 
capita personal income in 2003 equaled 89% 
and 106% of the state and national averages, 
respectively. 

Financial management is strong, affecting 
current operations positively and guiding 
long-range planning efforts. County h n d  
balances are consistently sound, exceeding 
the policy goal of 8% of operating revenue 
since at least fiscal 1997. The unreserved 
fbnd balance for fiscal 2005 equaled $40.6 
million, or 17.5% of expenditures and 
transfers out, up significantly from $15.5 
million and 7.3% of expenditures in fiscal 
2004 due to conservative budgeting and 
significant increases in recordation and 
income tax receipts. A surplus of nearly $1 7 
million is projected at the close of fiscal 
2006 reflecting receipt of Mirant's fiscal 
2004 tax payment of approximately $16 

million, which had been held up by 
bankruptcy proceedings. The county 
maintains additional financial flexibility 
through its income tax rate, which at 2.9% 
remains below the state mandated cap of 
3.2%. 

Direct debt levels are moderate, net of self- 
supporting enterprise-related debt, at 1.5% 
of market value and $1,242 per capita. The 
county's policy of issuing bonds with 
maturities no longer than 15 years results in 
rapid repayment of outstanding debt, with 
78% amortized in 10 years. The fiscal years 
2006-201 0 capital improvement plan (CIP) 
totals $457 million and will be knded by 
bonds (32% general fund supported and 
25% self-supported), non-county sources 
(34%), and pay-as-you-go sources (9%). 

Fitch's rating definitions and the terms of 
use of such ratings are available on the 
agency's public site, www.fitchratings.com . 
Published ratings, criteria and 
methodologies are available from this site, at 
all times. Fitch's code of conduct, 
confidentiality, conflicts of interest, affiliate 
firewall, compliance and other relevant 
policies and procedures are also available 
from the 'Code of Conduct' section of this 
site. 

Fitch Ratings, New York Kenneth T. 
Weinstein, 2 12-908-057 1 Jessalynn K. 
Moro, 2 12-908-0608 Christine Pollak, 2 12- 
908-0526 (Media Relations) 

Kimberly Hefling. 2006. "Pa. Guard 
Associations Lobby to Keep Troops." 
Associated Press Newswires (March 8, 
14: 17). 

Thousands of troops could be cut this year 
from the Pennsylvania National Guard and a 
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big air base in the Philadelphia suburbs But it did not recommend deactivating the 
faces an uncertain future. 1 1 1 th Fighter Wing, a Pennsylvania Air 

National Guard unit at the base after a 
Resolving these issues is key for leaders federal judge ruled the Pentagon did not 
from the Pennsylvania National Guard have the authority to deactivate it. 
Associations and several members of 
Pennsylvania's congressional delegation. There has been ongoing discussion since 
They met Wednesday for an annual then about what will happen to Willow 
breakfast that is part of the associations' Grove, and the issue has not yet been 
annual lobbying trip to Capitol Hill. resolved in the courts. 

Under Bush's 2007 budget submission, 
Pennsylvania military leaders fear one of the 
Guard's heavy combat brigades - about 
3,500 troops - could be cut. They are also 
worried the state's Air Guard could lose 
troops. 

President Bush and Defense Secretary 
Donald H. Rumsfeld have made private 
assurances to the nation's governors that the 
federal government would try to find money 
so that Guard units won't be cut, but many 
politicians say they are still concerned the 
money will not be there. 

"We have been going to bat to make sure we 
have a flying mission there and a robust 
presence beyond that," Santorum said. 

Maj. Gen. Jessica Wright, the state's top 
military commander, said the Guard's top 
funding priority is the construction of a 
$3 2.5 million surface maintenance facility 
near Pittsburgh that would replace four 
inadequate maintenance facilities. The Air 
Guard is seeking as its top priority $2.8 
million in equipment for a medical support 
unit in Pittsburgh. 

"There's no way we can afford the type of 
changes they want to make, and we're trying 
to work our way through that," said Rep. 
John Murtha, D-Pa., the senior Democrat on 
the House Appropriations defense 
subcommittee. 

Sen. Rick Santorum said during the 
breakfast he met Tuesday with Navy 
Secretary Gordon England, and is working 
to make sure the Willow Grove Naval Air 
Station Joint Reserve Base has a strong 
homeland security and national security 
function. 

The Pennsylvania Guard with its 19,000 
troops and 107 facilities has a $541.9 
million annual economic impact in the state, 
according to the Pennsylvania Department 
of Military and Veterans Affairs. 

About 2,000 members of the Pennsylvania 
Guard's 2nd Brigade Combat Team are 
expected to return this summer from a 
deployment in Iraq. More than 10,000 
Pennsylvania Guard troops have fought in 
Afghanistan and Iraq since Sept. 11,2001, 
and about 2,500 troops went to Louisiana to 
assist in the cleanup after Hurricane Katrina. 

Last year, the base closure commission 
unanimously voted to end operations at Unattributed. 2006. "Greater Cleveland 
Willow Grove, which is home to Air Force Partnership Selects Frederick R. Nance to 
and Navy reserves and other military units. Chair Board of Directors." PRNewswire 

(March 8, 12:20). 
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The Board of Directors of the Greater 
Cleveland Partnership (GCP) at its Annual 
Meeting of Members this morning selected 
Frederick R. Nance to serve as chairman for 
a two year term. Nance replaces Alexander 
M. Cutler, president and CEO of Eaton 
Corp., who served two years as GCP's first 
chairman. 

"Fred's commitment and service to GCP are 
a testament to his capabilities as a leader and 
he is the right person to lead GCP," said 
Cutler. 

As the chairman of the Cleveland Defense 
Industry Alliance (CDIA), Nance led the 
successful effort to save Cleveland's 
Defense Finance and Accounting Service 
office. Nance testified before the Base 
Realignment and Closure (BRAC) 
Commission hearing in Buffalo, NY, 
arguing that the Pentagon was wrong in its 
recommendation to close Cleveland's DFAS 
office and take 1,100 jobs from downtown. 
In the wake of the BRAC Commission 
decision to not only maintain the Cleveland 
DFAS office, but to grow it by 700 jobs, the 
CDIA continues its efforts as it works with 
other community leaders to find a downtown 
office site, to recruit workers from cities that 
are losing DFAS facilities, and to train local 
workers to fill the positions. 

"Fred's dedication to Cleveland is tireless 
and his leadership is proven," said Joe 
Roman, president and CEO of the Greater 
Cleveland Partnership. "His stellar 
performance during the BRAC process 
helped Cleveland overcome seemingly 
insurmountable odds. I look forward to 
working with Fred as we confront the 
challenges and opportunities facing 
Cleveland." 

Nance, who previously served in the GCP 
Board of Directors as a vice chairman for 
advocacy, is the managing partner of the 
Squire, Sanders & Dempsey Cleveland 
office. 

"In its first two years, under Sandy Cutler's 
leadership, the Greater Cleveland 
Partnership has helped the private sector 
coalesce around a common agenda," said 
Nance. "Small and large businesses must 
work together to lead this region on matters 
of economic growth and economic 
development. While we will work with our 
partners at the foundations and in the public 
sector, it is Cleveland business leaders who 
wake up every day and go to bed every night 
with a return on investment measurement on 
their mind." 

During his term, Nance will focus on: 
- Accelerating the regional marketing 

initiative 
- Helping the new mayoral administration 

succeed 
- Working with foundations to advance 

economic development priorities 
- Sorting out GCP's role in a busy political 

landscape 
- Building on advocacy successes 

Nance graduated from Harvard University in 
1975 with a B.A. and from University of 
Michigan in 1978 with a J.D. Nance is also a 
member of the Boards of The Cleveland 
Foundation, United Way of Greater 
Cleveland, BioEnterprise, the Cleveland 
Clinic, and the Catholic Charities 
Foundation. He is a life member of the US 
Court of Appeals Sixth Circuit Judicial 
Conference. 

During the GCP's Annual Meeting of 
Members, it was announced that eighteen 
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current board members were re-elected, 
while thirteen new board members were 
elected to fill vacancies and seats created by 
board expansion. 

Timothy Reynolds, Tribute Inc. 
Samuel A. Steinhouse, DM1 

Manufacturing Inc. 
Andre Thornton, Global Promotions & 

Incentives Inc. 
Eric Tolbert, Eric Tolbert & Associates 

Re-elected Board Members 
Scott Chaikin, Dix & Eaton 
David Goldberg, Ohio Savings 
Brian E. Hall, Industrial Transport 

Solutions 
Edward 0. Handy 111, Charter One 
Edward M. Hundert, Case Western 

Reserve University 
James D. Ireland 111, Early Stage Partners 
Joe Lopez, New Era Builders 
Stephanie McHenry, ShoreBank 
Sandra Pianalto, Federal Reserve Bank 
Robert H. Rawson Jr., Jones Day 
Michael Schwartz, Cleveland State 

University 
Fareed Siddiq, Smith Barney Inc. 
Carol A. Staiger, Vantage Point Marketing 

Consultants 
Jerry Sue Thornton, Cuyahoga 

Community College 
Les C. Vinney, STERIS Corp. 
Eric Von Hendrix, MWV Pinnacle LLC 
Scott Wolstein, Developers Diversified 

Realty Corp. 
Thomas F. Zenty 111, University Hospitals 

Health System 

The Greater Cleveland Partnership, the 
primary voice for businesses in Greater 
Cleveland, seeks to create jobs and wealth, 
and improve the economic vitality of the 
region. Its priorities include technology, 
innovation and high-growth businesses; 
connected physical development; education 
and workforce development; and business 
attraction, retention and expansion. The 
GCP emphasizes service to its more than 
16,400 members; advocacy on behalf of 
members and the region; diversity and 
inclusion; and internationalization of the 
region and its businesses. 

Harry Minium. 2006. "Military Lobbying 
Unit Gets a Unanimous Nod." The 
Virginian-Pilot (Norfolk, VA) (March 8). 

The City Council unanimously approved 
funding Tuesday for a new group that will 
lobby to keep the region's military 
installations. 

New Board Members 
Arthur F. Anton, Swagelok Co. 
Brent D. Ballard, Calfee Halter & 

Griswold LLP 
William F. Christopher, Alcoa 
Lisa L. Hong, eQuest Strategies LLC 
AJ Hyland, Hyland Software 
Richard A. Johnson, Kaleidoscope 

hfagazine LLC 
Donald T. Misheff, Ernst & Young LLP 
Curtis E. Moll, MTD Products Inc. 
David L. Pugh, Applied Industrial 

Technologies 

The group, called the Hampton Roads 
Military and Federal Facilities Alliance, will 
fund its $1.25 million budget with 
contributions from the state and 13 cities 
and counties in Hampton Roads. 

Norfolk Mayor Paul Fraim is head of the 
Mayors and Chairs of Hampton Roads, 
which authorized the group's creation in 
September. 
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The alliance was formed in response to the 
federal Defense Base Realignment and 
Closure Commission, which threatened to 
take jets from Oceana Naval Air Station in 
Virginia Beach. 

"That was a wake-up call for all of us," 
Fraim said. "The process was not supposed 
to be political, but instead it turned out to be 
a very political process. We need to be 
prepared." 

Each city will contribute 40 cents per year 
per resident. Norfolk will pay $94,080 per 
year. Virginia Beach will pay $173,600. 
Fraim said the state is expected to contribute 
$625,000. 

Fraim and Newport News Mayor Joe Frank 
were elected chairmen of the alliance, which 
will operate next to the Hampton Roads 
Partnership office out of the World Trade 
Center in downtown Norfolk. 

Fraim said the region's city and county 
managers will hire an executive director, 
who will then hire a lobbying firm out of 
Washington. 

"We would have somebody at the regional 
level who knows more about military and 
federal spending and about how it all works, 
who got up in the morning and went to bed 
worrying about this, who understood who's 
making the decisions and when," Fraim said. 
"This has been received with a passion by 
the other cities and counties." 

Chesapeake, Portsmouth, Suffolk, Franklin, 
Newport News, Hampton, Williamsburg, 
Poquoson and the counties of Isle of Wight, 
James City and York also will contribute to 
the alliance. 

Reach Harry at (757) 446-2332 or 
harry.minium@pilotonline.com. 

Lauren Roth. 2006. "Budget Approved, 
Includes Raises for Employees, 
Teachers." The Virginian-Pilot (Norfolk, 
VA) (March 8). 

The School Board adopted a $685 million 
budget Tuesday that includes dozens of new 
full-day kindergarten classes, 30 additional 
contracted bus di-ivers and raises for all full- 
time employees. 

The board also changed its six-year capital 
improvement plan to start putting aside 
money in 201 0 to replace an aging high 
school. 

The request, which will be sent to the City 
Council, dodges a $3.8 million question . 
The city wants the schools to pay about half 
of Virginia Beach's $7.5 million 
commitment toward the demands of the 
Defense Base Realignment and Closure 
Commission. 

The board, however, declined to include that 
deduction in its budget. In May, the board 
will see how much hnding the city will give 
the schools. 

The budget is $82 million larger than last 
year's - a 1 3.7 percent increase. 

It includes higher pension and fuel costs. 

It also includes $36 million to align two 
teacher pay scales and boost below-market 
pay for many non-instructional jobs. 

The proposal would give teachers an 
average 7.05 percent raise, compared with 
8.42 percent for other employees. 
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Teachers hired since 2000 have been paid on The board did not specify which high school 
a scale more favorable to new employees. would be replaced, but a new Kellam was 
Because teachers hired earlier continued to requested by three board members this year. 
be paid on another scale, some teachers with Other projects, including several new or 
four years of experience were being paid as renovated elementary schools and an 
much as others with eight years of alternative education center, also are on the 
experience. long-term plan. 

The change to a single, 30-year pay The budget includes $3.7 million to offer 
progression would result in one-time large full-day kindergarten classes systemwide. 
pay increases for some teachers and small Though the classes won't be at all 
raises for others. The proposal would also elementary schools, at-risk students from 
boost the pay of bus drivers, cafeteria each school will be eligible to attend. The 
workers, custodians, aides and others by money will pay for 29 teachers and 29 
about 1 1.5 percent. assistants. 

.4 recently completed study found such Reach Lauren Roth at (7570 222-5133 or 
workers are underpaid by about 9.5 percent lauren.roth@pilotonline.com. 
to 1 1.2 percent, compared with the market. 

******* 
Other workers would get pay increases of 
about 3.5 percent. 

The board also plans to increase the 
division's contribution to health care costs 
by 18 percent to $5,225 a year per worker. 

The board included several initiatives to 
improve student transportation after a year 
marred by several serious bus crashes. 

In addition to increasing driver pay, the 
schools plan to increase their stable of 
contracted drivers by 30 to reduce 
dependency on substitutes. The budget also 
includes money for 15 new buses and 15 
driver assistants who would enforce 
discipline on regular-education buses. 

Supporters of a new Kellam High School 
also got some reason to hope Tuesday. The 
board asked for an extra $15 million to 
begin saving in 201 0 for a $99 million high 
school construction project. 

Unattributed. 2006. "Assembly Briefs: Bill 
Would Give Say to Chesapeake on 
Proposed N.C. Landfill." The Virginian- 
Pilot (Norfolk, VA) (March 8). 

Oceana, Fentress: Bills about Cities' Powers 
Advance 

Two identical bills that give limited 
condemnation powers to the cities of 

Chesapeake and Virginia Beach for use 
around Oceana Naval Air Station and 
Fentress Naval Auxiliary Landing Field 
passed through the General Assembly on 
Tuesday. 

The bills allow the cities to follow the 
federal Defense Base Realignment and 
Closure Commission's demands to roll back 
and halt development around Oceana or risk 
losing the jets. 

Virginia Beach has pledged to use 
condemnation as a last resort to acquire 
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vacant land zoned to permit houses in 
Accident Potential Zone 1, the area off the 
base where the risk of a jet crash is greatest. 

Virginia Beach officials said they may have 
to buy about 37 acres in APZ-1. The land 
likely would be rendered undevelopable if 
the city enacts a proposed ban on new 
homes there, and that would require the city 
to compensate the property owners. 

SB565, sponsored by Sen. Kenneth Stolle, 
R-Virginia Beach, passed the House 
Tuesday by a 97- 1 vote. Del. Johnny 
Joannou, D-Portsmouth, who has pushed to 
limit cities' abilities to use eminent domain, 
cast the dissenting vote. 

HB975, sponsored by Del. Terrie Suit, R- 
Virginia Beach, passed the Senate 
unanimously. 

- Mike Gruss and Meghan Hoyer 

Marisa Taylor. 2006. "Council Passes 
Grace Period for Resort Property." The 
Virginian-Pilot (Norfolk, VA) (March 8). 

The City Council approved a temporary 
grace period Tuesday that gives resort 
property owners more time to seek approval 
of projects. 

Councilman Richard Maddox proposed the 
measure at the request of Rick Kowalewitch, 
his opponent in the City Council election 
May 2. 

Maddox said he felt property owners should 
have a chance to carry out plans that they 
began before the council adopted new resort 
rules on Dec. 20. 

Kowalewitch, who owns an Oceanfront surf 
shop, wants to build a shop and 
condominiums on 16th Street, between 
Atlantic and Pacific avenues. 

The issue sparked a debate about whether 
land owners affected by other new 
restrictions around Oceana Naval Air 
Station may also demand a grace period to 
get their projects built. 

Under the new resort rules, Kowalewitch 
would have had to build offices or shops on 
the ground floor, instead of condos, and 
would have had to put parking behind the 
building. 

He complained that it would cost millions of 
dollars to change his plans now. 

Kowalewitch and other developers in the 
Resort Tourist-:! district will have until May 
1 to file plans with the city under the old 
rules. 

Mayor Meyera E. Oberndorf said the 
commander of Oceana Naval Air Station - 
Capt. Patrick J. Lorge - called her to urge 
the city to enforce its new rules. 

Oberndorf said she was concerned the grace 
period would send the wrong message to the 
Navy, that the city was not serious about 
sticking to rules that would curtail 
development. 

"It's a test of our commitment," she said. 

"I think they're concerned about the 
precedent that would be set." 

Maddox said the Navy was raising concerns 
without justification. 
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He noted that Kowalewitch wanted fewer 
condos than the property's zoning would 
allow. 

"This is tantamount to meddling in a 
housekeeping item," Maddox said. 

The grace period passed 7-3, with 
Oberndorf, Rosemary Wilson and Peter 
Schmidt dissenting. 

The new resort rules updated design and 
zoning guidelines to encourage mixed-use 
development. 

The council approved the rules on the same 
day it adopted an "overlay district" that 
restricts new housing in medium- and high- 
noise jet zones, including part of the resort. 

Separately, the city crafted the overlay 
district in response to an ultimatum by the 
Defense Base Realignment and Closure 
Commission, which give the city and state 
until March 3 1 to control growth near the 
base or risk losing Oceana's jets. 

Reach Marisa Taylor at (7570 222-5 108 or 
rnarisa.taylor@pilotonline.com. 

Unattributed. 2006. "Sens. Johnson, 
Thune, Rep. Herseth Continue to Fight 
for Ellsworth Call Center." US Fed News 
(March 7). 

The office of Sen. Tim Johnson, D-S.D., 
issued the following press release: 

Sens. Tim Johnson and John Thune, and 
Rep. Stephanie Herseth today sent a letter to 
Secretary of the Air Force Michael Wynne 
expressing their strong support for the Air 
Force Financial Services Center (AFFSC) to 
be located at Ellsworth Air Force Base. The 

letter highlights some of the advantages to 
the Air Force of locating the AFFSC at 
Ellsworth. In particular, the delegation letter 
emphasizes the abundant labor pool 
currently available, as well as the fact that 
there are at least a dozen customer financial 
service or telemarketing companies 
prospering in the Black Hills region near 
Ellsworth. 

"Ellsworth is an ideal candidate for the 
AFFSC mission, and it would benefit both 
the Air Force and the Black Hills. Ellsworth 
has received over $140 million in 
infrastructure improvements over the last ten 
years, and there's no place better to locate 
this mission. The delegation will continue to 
work to bring the AFFSC and other potential 
missions to Ellsworth," said Johnson. 

"After having successfully gone through the 
BRAC process, it is apparent that Ellsworth 
is one of this nation's finest military bases 
and could accommodate additional 
missions," said Thune. "The AFFSC would 
be another mission at Ellsworth that would 
create good job opportunities for hundreds 
of families and individuals across the region. 
I will continue to work with the rest of the 
delegation to bring the AFFSC here to 
Ellsworth." 

"It is clear that Ellsworth Air Force Base 
and the Black Hills region represent, 
together, a premier location for hosting the 
AFFSC. Not only is Ellsworth particularly 
well suited to host the mission, the region 
offers an unmatched labor pool and a proven 
tradition among financial service industry 
employers. Just as we made the case to 
remove Ellsworth from the BRAC closure 
list last year, the Delegation will continue to 
work together to make the case to improve 
Ellsworth's mission going forward," said 
Herseth. 
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Julianne Fisher and Joshua Rosenblum, 
2021224-5842. 

Justin Vellucci. 2006. "Fort Monmouth 
Reuse Panel Gets Legislators' OK." 
Asbury Park (NJ) Press (March 7). 

"Obviously, the state of New Jersey is 
determined to control this situation the way 
they control the Meadowlands," he said. 
"It's very frustrating for local officials to 
have no control over what's going to go on 
in their towns." 

It could be just days before legislators vote 
on a pair of bipartisan bills that cement a 
foundation for the future of Fort Monmouth. 

State Senate and Assembly committees 
Monday moved forward the identical bills, 
which would create a 10-member authority 
to direct development of the more than 
1,100-acre Army post destined for closure 
by 201 1. The Senate could vote on the bill 
March 13 or 20, with the Assembly possibly 
weighing in on March 16. 

Although introduced Feb. 27, both bills 
gained bipartisan support and significant 
momentum after Gov. Corzine appeared to 
give the proposed authority his blessing. The 
measure, however, was met with mixed 
responses from local officials worried 
they'll lack the power to control massive 
redevelopment in their own back yards. 

The tug of war between state and local 
control wasn't necessarily on full display 
Monday as Republicans and Democrats 
alike lauded the Fort Monmouth Economic 
Revitalization Act as the best way to reuse 
the fort site. 

"The future's not clear, (and) the best 
scenario would have been to keep Fort 
Monmouth as it was - a state-of-the-art 
research facility that employed tens of 
thousands of people," said state Sen. Joseph 
M. Kyrillos Jr., R-Monmouth, who co- 
sponsored the Senate bill with Sen. Ellen 
Karcher, D-Monmouth. "That argument was 
lost. Now, there needs to be decisions made. 
How do we reinvent 1,100 acres (and) 
10,000 to 12,000 jobs?" 

The authority, legislators stressed, may hold 
the answer. 

Tinton Falls Mayor Peter Maclearie hopes 
he can bring to the fray information he's 
gathering at a San Diego conference on base 
closures. While some issues remain 
unresolved, he wants those involved in 
similar situations elsewhere in the country to 
help improve the course New Jersey may 
take. 

"You don't want to be at odds going 
forward," Maclearie said. "You want to be 
arm in arm." 

Others, like Eatontown Councilman 
Theodore F. Lewis, were more pointed. 

"It would give us a dominant role in being 
able to steer the fort's future," said 
Assemblyman Michael Panter, D- 
Monmouth, primary sponsor of the 
Assembly bill. 

The authority will direct the fort's 
redevelopment. It can bond for funds, 
appoint advisory boards and handle 
government and private money for 
development. 

The authority's nine voting members will 
include the mayors of Eatontown, Oceanport 
and Tinton Falls; at least two Monmouth 
County residents appointed by Corzine and 
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one resident with business experience 
appointed by the Board of Freeholders; two 
private sector members appointed by 
Corzine; and the head of the state 
Commerce, Economic Growth and Tourism 
Commission. A tenth nonvoting member 
would be a federally appointed fort 
representative. 

Oceanport Mayor Lucille Chaump said she 
believes issues of local control still linger 
but was pleased to see real movement to 
ensure a healthy economic future for the 
site. 

"Hopefully, with all these . . . people 
working together on the same agenda, we 
should come up with a very good plan," 
Chaump said. 

Lewis, the Eatontown councilman, remains 
concerned the authority doesn't give land 
use control to local planning boards and is 
ultimately run by political appointees. But 
legislators responded by stressing at least six 
of the authority's nine votes come from 
Monmouth County residents. 

"The challenges ahead are many," Karcher 
said. "It will be the task of the authority to 
seek common ground and act in the best 
interests of the region." 

The power of politics, however, did enter 
the picture Monday as Assemblyman Steve 
Corodemus, R-Monmouth battled to require 
at least one authority member to have 
technology or real estate experience. 

Although Panter's bill requires 
environmental protection and labor or work 
force development for two of the authority 
members, he fought back, and the bill green- 
lighted by the committee said only that there 
would be a preference in appointments for 

those with technology, finance or real estate 
experience. 

Corodemus later said Panter's move 
undermined the bipartisan nature of the 
effort. 

"We had an agreement at the governor's 
table," he said. "I won't be able to take the 
governor or the Democrats at their word 
when they start talking about bipartisanship. 
The most important thing is not the 
Republicans or the Democrats. It's the jobs." 

Brendan Gilfillan, a Corzine spokesman, 
said Monday the governor was pleased the 
fort effort moved one step closer to reality. 

"This bill appears to have the right mix of 
state oversight and local involvement," he 
said. 

Kirk Moore. 2006. "BRAC Victor Fort Dix 
Getting $40M Project." Asbury Park (NJ) 
Press (March 7). 

A $40.7 million project to consolidate Army 
Reserve units from four states here will be 
the biggest military construction project at 
Fort Dix in a generation, Rep. H. James 
Saxton, R-N.J., said Monday. 

An estimated 1,000 full- and part-time 
military and civilian jobs will come here as a 
result of the 2005 Base Realignment and 
Closure process, which resulted in major 
shifts to Reserve and National Guard forces. 

"It's hard to clear that (jobs number) 
completely, because all those units are 
transitioning. We don't know exactly what 
the positions are, but at the moment that 
looks like the number," said Carolee Nisbet, 
a Fort Dix spokeswoman. 
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By 2007, Fort Dix will be home to a new From Coraopolis, Pa., the 99th Regional 
Northeast Regional Readiness Command Readiness Command at the Pittsburgh-area 
Headquarters that merges the headquarters Reserve center will move to Fort Dix. 
units of three Army Reserve divisions. Helicopter aviation units based at 

The new 175,000-square-foot Reserve 
center would be built at South Scott Plaza 
and Maryland Avenue, near the former 
hospital in the main cantonment area of Fort 
Dix. Additional maintenance and storage 
buildings are part of the project too, and are 
slated to be built near similar facilities along 
Range Road. 

It's likely that some of the Reserve units will 
transfer here before that happens. "We may 
have to put people in temporary facilities 
until construction is finished, but we've 
done that here before," Nisbet said. 

Staffers in Saxton's office say the Reserve 
center will be the largest military 
construction project at Fort Dix in at least 25 
years. In adjusted dollars, it is twice the cost 
of the last major civil engineering program 
in the mid- 1990s, when Fort Dix was 

Coraopolis are likewise coming to New 
Jersey, along with the Army Reserve 244th 
Aviation Brigade now at Fort Sheridan, Ill. 
The consolidations will bring dozens more 
aircraft to Fort Dix, McGuire Air Force Base 
and Lakehurst Naval Air Engineering 
Station, which will be managed together 
under Air Force administration. 

Doug Abrahms. 2006. "State National 
Guard in Battle over Budget." Gannett 
News Service (March 7). 

National Guard officials and the Bush 
administration are sparring again over 
fbnding, although the threat of losing 
transport airplanes does not hover over 
Nevada as it did during last year's base- 
closing process. 

converting from its historic role as an active- Governors and state National Guard officials 
duty Army base into a training and 
mobilization center for Reserve and 
National Guard units. 

In its final report, the federal BRAC 
commission ordered the closure of Camp 
Kilmer, a vestigial Army post in Edison 
dating to World War 11. The Army 
Reserve's 78th Division headquarters there 
will transfer to Fort Dix. 

From Brooklyn, the 77th Regional 
Readiness Command at Fort Totten will 
move to Fort Dix and be converted to a 
"maneuver enhancement brigade" with the 
mission of aiding training functions on the 
3 I ,000-acre reservation straddling Ocean 
and Burlington counties. 

want the Bush administration to boost the 
guard's manpower by 5 percent this year, 
but they also worry about a possible 
equipment shortage, said Nevada Adjutant 
General Cindy Kirkland. For example, the 
Nevada National Guard's 1864th medium 
truck company based in Henderson returned 
from Iraq this fall but had 60 trucks and 120 
trailers left behind, she said. 

"They will have no equipment to continue 
training," she said. "It's going to be tough to 
keep those kids around when they're just 
sitting around the guardrails with nothing to 
do." 

Kirkland was in Washington last week 
attending meetings about the Pentagon's 
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plans to restructure the guard. She said it homeland security or other emergencies, 
was hard to determine how Nevada would Guinn said. 
be affected. Additionally, an independent 
commission set up by Congress to assess the "In Nevada, I think we're well prepared with 
role, missions and training of guard and the number we have, even right now," he 
reserves starts work Wednesday. said. 

The tussle started last month when President 
Bush included funding in next year's budget 
for only 333,000 members of the National 
Guard, rather than 350,000 that was 
authorized by Congress. Gov. Kenny Guinn 
and 49 other governors signed a letter last 
month urging Bush to fund the increase in 
the national guard, which is being stretched 
between missions in Iraq, disaster responses 
and homeland security duties, they said. 

White House officials and the Pentagon 
maintain the guard's manpower will grow, 
but they want to change the overall 
structure. 

"The National Guard is not being cut," Gen. 
Peter Schoomaker, Army chief of staff, told 
a House defense subcommittee last month. 
"We are committed to 350,000 end strength 
in the National Guard." 

Additionally, the administration is seeking 
$2 1 billion for National Guard equipment - 
about four times the amount that was spent 
between 1999 and 2005, he said. 

Guinn said last week that he was confident 
the White House would increase the 
National Guard in states that could meet 
their recruitment levels, which includes 
Nevada. Nevada Army Guard has 2,28 1 
soldiers - 105 percent of its authorized troop 
size. The Air Guard stands at 1,107 soldiers 
- 95 percent of its recruitment goal. 

Despite deployments to Iraq, the state's 
National Guard can still handle wildfires, 

Friction between the states and Washington 
over National Guard funding has always 
existed, said Loren Thompson, a military 
analyst at the Lexington Institute, an 
Arlington, Va., think tank. But the states feel 
more emboldened because they were able to 
persuade the base closing commission last 
summer to remove a number of military 
installations from the base-closure list 
recommended by the Pentagon, he said. 

That commission removed the Hawthorne 
Army Depot from the "to- close" list, and it 
allowed the Nevada Air National Guard to 
keep its eight C-130 transport planes that the 
Pentagon wanted to move. 

Governors also see that since the Defense 
Department's budget is more than $500 
billion, the National Guard should get more 
money, Thompson said. 

"It would be fair to say that the governors 
have gotten the attention of both the White 
House and the Pentagon," he said. 

Kirkland said the state guard can keep up 
with both its homeland- security and 
disaster-response missions. But the war in 
Iraq is straining the guard's manpower and 
equipment. 

The Nevada Air Guard rotates one C-130 
plane at a time to and from Iraq every 60 to 
120 days to limit the amount of sand damage 
to the plane, she said. Otherwise, the unit 
risks losing the plane and not getting a 
replacement, she said. 
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"We agree that there's a huge price tag that 
needs to be paid" for the war in Iraq, 
Kirkland said. "We just think there's other 
solutions than cutting the force structure as 
they have suggested." 

Contact Doug Abrahms at 
dabrahrns(AT)gns.gannett .corn. 

Carol Comegno. 2006. "New Fort Dix 
Facility Planned." Courier-Post (Camden, 
NJ) (March 7): 1B. 

$40.7 Million Would Fund Reserve 
Command Center 

The U.S. Army Reserve on Monday 
announced it will build a $40.7 million 
Reserve Command Center here. 

The announcement came through U.S. Rep. 
Jim Saxton, R-Mount Holly, who called the 
project the largest built at the Army post in 
decades. 

hlore than half of the 1,000 soldiers and 
civilians who will occupy the new 
administrative and training facility will be 
fkom outside Fort Dix. 

Those jobs are being transferred to Fort Dix 
from other installations as part of a decision 
by the Base Realignment and Closure 
Commission last year, Saxton said. 

history," said Saxton, a ranking member of 
the House Anned Services Committee. 

"Ultimately this project will consolidate 
Army Reserve missions around the country 
and . . . save money." 

The center was part of the BRAC decision 
and will be made up of three buildings, 
including a 175,000-square-foot main 
building, said Carolee Nisbet, a 
spokeswoman for Fort Dix. 

The reserve's 78th Division headquarters 
from Camp Kilmer in Edison will occupy 
part of the main building, which will be built 
on South Scott Plaza near Seaver Avenue. 

Funds already are in the approved 2006 
defense budget for implementation of 
BRAC recommendations, Saxton said. 

The resenre command designs and monitors 
battle training exercises for troops. 

Bids could be taken for the project within 
months, and the building could be ready by 
late 2007, Saxton said. 

Fort Dix has been training reserve and 
National Guard soldiers for Operation Iraqi 
Freedom, the global war on terrorism and 
Operation Noble Eagle, the Defense 
Department's homeland security missions. 

Reach Carol Co~negno at (609) 267-9486 or 
ccomegno@courierpostonline.com 

The commission decided to combine Fort 
Dix and adjacent McGuire Air Force Base Unattributed. 2006. "DOD Defends 
and Lakehurst Naval Air Engineering Market-Based BRAC Rule from Cleanup 
Station into a megabase. Concerns." Defense Environment Alert 

1415 (March 7). 
"This is the largest construction project I 
have ever seen at Fort Dix in modem 
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The Defense Department is defending itself 
against charges that its new cleanup and 
property disposal process for the 2005 
BRAC round focuses too much on saving 
DOD money and not enough on community 
input or cleanup, claiming the rule reflects 
statutory changes enacted since 1995, 
according to a final BRAC rule released last 
week. 

But at least one critic says the final rule fails 
to answer concerns critics raised about the 
draft version, underscoring the general belief 
that DOD has shifted its focus from 
economic development and cleanup at 
BRAC sites to a profit-driven approach. 

Local governments, BRAC property 
redevelopers and communities largely 
criticized DOD's draft version of the BRAC 
revitalization rule last year, asserting it 
espoused policies aimed at maximizing 
DOD's financial return from BRAC 
property sales and failed to commit to 
aggressive cleanup at the sites (Defense 
Environment Alert, Oct. 18, 2005, p6; Nov. 
1, 2005, p6). The rule updates regulations 
that applied to earlier BRAC rounds. 

The rule calls for quick closure to speed 
community reuse of properties, full use of an 
array of legal authorities to transfer 
property, reliance on market forces in 
property conveyances and collaboration with 
communities on closure and redevelopment. 

Many of the concerns expressed by 
commenters on the draft rule relate to 
changes made in response to base closure 
law amendments, DOD says in the final 
rule, published in the Federal Register Feb. 
25. "Many of the most contentious 
provisions in the rule, judging from the 
comments, actually represent language taken 
almost verbatim from the base closure 
laws." 

DOD assures in the preamble to the final 
rule that it "does not see the disposal process 
as a 'zero-sum' arrangement." It cites 
numerous goals Congress established for 
implementing the BRAC law, including 
intentions "to ensure a meaningful role for 
local communities in planning the reuse of 
the installations. . . promote job generation 
at closing facilities, require appropriate and 
timely environmental remediation, and 
recoup the taxpayers' investment in 
installations." 

But an official with the National Association 
of Local Government Environmental 
Professionals (NALGEP), which heavily 
criticized the draft rule, says that despite 
assurances in the preamble, there is no 
question that DOD is minimizing 
environmental cleanup obligations. 
NALGEP had urged DOD to include a 
commitment to clean up to levels that 
protect the environment and public health - 
a call DOD rejected, the source says. The 
final rule "reinforces the perception that 
BRAC is a profit-driven, real estate 
transaction rather than an opportunity to use 
these facilities to promote economic 
development," the source says. 

But one BRAC consultant is applauding 
DOD's move toward gearing the process 
toward more sophisticated buyers who are 
expected to practice "due diligence" when 
reviewing a property for a potential 
purchase. 

DOD received 3 1 sets of comments from a 
variety of entities. Commenters such as the 
Association of Defense Communities - 
BRAC property redevelopers - NALGEP, 
and the Center for Public Environmental 
Oversight - a military environmental 
watchdog jg-oup - urged DOD to revise its 
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regulation. The rule is available on 
InsideEPA. com. 

The department in the final rule refutes the 
commenters' claims that the regulation was 
aimed at maximizing the military's 
monetary return, rather than supporting 
economic recovery through property 
transfers to local communities. "Promoting 
monetary return to the Department for use 
either at the particular location or at other 
locations and rapid property transfer to 
encourage job generation are not mutually 
exclusive," the final rule says. 

DOD says the rule, unlike previous 
regulations, "does not give any particular 
preference to one form of disposal over 
another." 

The issue also surfaced at a congressional 
hearing. DOD environment chief Philip 
Grone was asked by Sen. Daniel Akaka (D- 
HI) at a Senate hearing March 2 about 
providing assurances that BRAC land 
disposal decisions will benefit local 
communities. Grone replied, "DOD will not 
dictate the disposal method of BRAC 
property," but such decisions will be 
handled on a case-specific basis by the 
services, keeping legal obligations in mind. 

Even before the draft rule was proposed, 
DOD began pushing the sale of base closure 
property, which in turn helps pay for 
cleanups. The rule calls for greater 
consideration of obtaining fair-market value 
for closed property, in light of the statutory 
changes. The BRAC law amendments 
eliminated the stated preference for no-cost 
or low-cost economic development 
conveyances (EDCs), DOD says. Under 
EDCs, DOD conveys properties to local 
redevelopment authorities as a way to create 
new jobs to address the economic impacts of 
closures and realignment. 

The rule's conformance to these statutory 
changes "does not represent an effort by the 
Department to seek greater monetary 
return," the rule says. "lt simply represents 
the Department's effort to conform its rule 
to the statute." 

Many commenters also questioned the 
cleanup policy created under the rule. The 
rule should commit DOD to remediating to 
expected hture land use - by adopting 
cleanup levels outlined in the local 
redevelopment plan - and should articulate 
fundamental environmental policies such as 
committing to perform all necessary cleanup 
to protect environment and public health, 
commenters said. They also stressed the 
need to integrate cleanup with property 
disposal and redevelopment plans, which 
would speed property transfers and local 
economic recovery. 

But DOD in the final rule says the cleanup 
standards it follows - in Superfund law and 
its regulatory counterpart, the National 
Contingency Plan - include consideration of 
expected future land use when determining 
cleanup standards. 

Also, DOD says it recognizes the 
importance of integrating cleanup with 
property disposal and land reuse planning. 
"Cleanup standards are tied to future land 
use," and are set pursuant to Superfund law. 
"Future land use is informed by the property 
disposal plan. As stated earlier, the local 
redevelopment plan is a basis for any 
proposed Federal action. Therefore, the 
redevelopment planning, property disposal, 
and environmental cleanup are integrated," 
the rule says. 

DOD also defends its policy on transferring 
un-remediated property to other federal 
agencies, despite concerns expressed by 
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several commenters. These commenters 
"objected to the requirement that other 
Federal agencies accept any excess property 
in its existing condition, viewing this as a 
burden on their resources or an attempt by 
[the] Department to avoid its cleanup 
responsibilities," the rule says. 

DOD plans to soon publish an updated Base 
Redevelopment and Realignment Manual as 
a complementary document to the rule, 
according to the final regulation. 

But DOD notes that other agencies must 
have the resources to "accept" the property 
they are seeking and must pay fair market 
value, which could include a reduced price 
in light of any contamination. Nonetheless, 
it says the requirement does not alter the 
United States' liability for cleanup at such 
sites. 

DOD also defends the rule's delegation of 
authority from DOD down to the services to 
interpret property disposal rules and make 
final decisions on community issues. 
Commenters feared this would leave the 
Office of the Secretary of Defense out of the 
process and hamper uniform decision- 
making among these sites. But DOD says 
the responsibility shift is consistent with 
other delegations within the department. 
"The delegation language in the rule is 
actually somewhat less broad than the 
language it will be replacing," it notes. 

In response to a concern over language on 
explosive safety hazards, DOD says it will 
change the rule accordingly. While the rule 
would allow the submission of an explosives 
safety plan prior to property transfer, it 
would not first require approval of the plan 
by the DOD Explosives Safety Board, one 
commenter had said. DOD concedes the 
rule's language should be clarified to reflect 
that the standard practice of the services is 
"to wait on actual approval of the plan 
before proceeding to transfer property," the 
rule says. 

Staff. 2006. "Oceana's Future." The 
Richmond (VA) Times-Dispatch (February 
12): F2. 

The latest word on Oceana suggests Virginia 
Beach has not moved aggressively enough 
to satisfy federal conditions for keeping the 
Naval Air Station where it is. Late last 
month Gordon England, the Deputy 
Secretary of Defense, wrote Senator John 
Warner to the effect that the Department's 
inspector general feels the steps Virginia 
Beach has taken "may not fully address" 
federal concerns as defined by the Base 
Realignment and Closure Commission. 

Virginia Beach's plan limits development in 
the crash zones around the base runways. 
The council would use the power of eminent 
domain to take vacant property if the owners 
refuse to sell - but it would not seek to raze 
existing homes and businesses. BRAC has 
denlanded that Virginia Beach clear 3,400 
homes and businesses from the primary 
crash zones. England's letter to Warner 
suggests the Beach must do more than it has 
proposed. 

At this point, three things need to happen. 

First, Virginia Beach needs to review its 
plans in light of the new information 
contained in England's letter. 

Second, the General Assembly needs to 
consider using some of the current state 
budget surplus to help Virginia Beach 
compensate property owners who might be 
asked to move in order to retain Oceana. 
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Legislative leaders have insisted they want 
to use the surplus for one-time needs, not 
recurring programs. Keeping Oceana in 
Virginia qualifies as both a one-timer and 
definitely desirable. 

Third, the Pentagon needs to stop playing 
footsie with the Commonwealth and 
stipulate precisely what it wants, and - short 
of that - precisely what will suffice. It also 
should stipulate what the long-range plan for 
Oceana is. There have been intimations that 
Oceana might be mothballed down the line 
no matter what the Beach or the 
Commonwealth does. If this is so, then that 
obviously would rank as a significant factor 
in determining what further steps, if any, 
Virginia and Virginia Beach take. 

The fate of Oceana will affect not only 
Virginia Beach and the Old Dominion, but 
the Navy and major portions of the East 
Coast. Both the Commonwealth and the 
country deserve a clearer idea of where the 
issue stands - and soon. 

Bill Geroux. 2006. "Residents Oppose 
Plan for Jet Field." The Richmond (VA) 
Times-Dispatch (February 9): B 1. 

In N.C. Community, Some Fear Disruption 
of Wildlife, Way of Life 

The Navy wants to build a practice field for 
FIA-18 Super Hornet jets in remote 
Washington County chiefly because it is 
nothing like the jets7 hometown of Virginia 
Beach. 

The county, located on a peninsula jutting 
into Albemarle and Pamlico sounds, is fiee 
of suburban sprawl, and even of suburbs. It 
is a poor, sparsely populated farming 
community, dotted with hamlets bearing 

names like Wenona and Scuppernong, and 
dominated by the swampy Pocosin Lakes 
National Wildlife Refuge. 

The nights are so dark there, the Navy says, 
that pilots could realistically simulate night 
landings on aircraft carriers in the middle of 
the ocean. 

But for all its remoteness, Washington 
County has a distinctive rhythm of life, 
which is stubbornly resisting the Navy's 
efforts to alter it. 

An alliance of local landowners and national 
conservation groups has temporarily halted 
construction of the airfield with a federal 
lawsuit, arguing that Navy's fast, loud Super 
Hornets would play havoc with the hundreds 
of thousands of migratory swans and geese 
that spend the winter in the Pocosin refuge. 
Opponents of the airfield warn that midair 
collisions between the jets and the hefty 
tundra swans and snow geese would be 
inevitable. 

But even the most ardent of the county's 
defenders agreed this week that 
environmental lawsuits probably can do 
little more than 

delay the Navy's plans for its Outlying 
Landing Field. 

They said their only real hope is in an 
argument that is more basic, and political in 
nature: that the Navy should not be allowed 
to export the Super Hornets' rock-concert 
noise levels and disruptive presence to one 
of North Carolina's poorest counties, seizing 
land fiom some families that have farmed 
there for generations. 

"I'll fight this with everything I can," 
declared 82-year-old Martha Askew, who 
said the Navy wants to take most of a 715- 
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acre farm her family carved out of the 
landscape by cutting trees, pulling stumps 
and draining swamp water. One of her 
neighbors, Jeanine Saunders, produced what 
she said was her family's original 18th- 
century land grant from King George 11. 

Military facilities typically are economic- 
development machines, bringing jobs and 
investment of defense dollars. But the 
Navy's proposed practice field will bring 
nothing except noise and disruption, said 
Washington County Manager David 
Peoples. "Unfortunately, this has the 
opportunity to change a culture and a way of 
life." 

The airfield would remove 33,000 acres 
from the county's modest tax rolls, while 
eliminating roughly 250 farm jobs and 
hurting the region's chance of attracting 
industry to replace them, Peoples said. The 
county's largest employer, a Weyerhaeuser 
paper plant, has pared nearly 40 percent of 
its work force over the past three years. 

Peoples and other local officials have asked 
the Navy to build the field in some other 
remote corner of North Carolina - possibly 
near the Marine Corps Air Station at Cherry 
Point, which is due to receive two new 
squadrons of Super Hornets. 

A federal court has ordered the Navy to re- 
examine the Washington County site along 
with several others it previously rejected, 
and Ted Brown, a spokesman for the Navy's 
U.S. Fleet Forces Command in Norfolk, said 
the Navy is doing so. But he said the 
Washington County site "is still our 
preferred alternative." 

"We certainly understand the position of 
people who oppose it," Brown said, "but 
we'd ask them to be patient and 
understanding. Our pilots need and deserve 

Since 200 1, the Navy has been evaluating 
sites for a new remote landing strip where 
pilots from Oceana and Cherry Point could 
practice maneuvers known as "touch and 
goes" - in which pilots practice touching 
down their planes in a painted box the size 
of a carrier's landing zone, then quickly 
climb and circle back around for additional 
tries. "Touch and goes" are loud. 

The Navy said it studied 27 prospective 
sites, including two in Virginia, before 
settling in September 2003 on the 
Washington County spot, which is roughly 
halfway between Oceana and Cherry Point. 
Brown said pilots from Oceana and Cherry 
Point would conduct roughly 16,000 "touch- 
and-goes" per year at the site - an average of 
44 per day, though the number would vary 
according to the Navy's needs. The drills 
often would take place at night. 

The proposed site is about 5 miles from the 
western edge of the 1 10,000-acre Pocosin 
Lakes wildlife refuge, the wintering grounds 

the highest-quality training we can provide 
for them." 

Most of those pilots are based at Oceana 
Naval Air Station in Virginia Beach, which 
in the past decade has grown into the Navy's 
main East Coast jet base - the home to 
roughly 250 carrier-based fighter jets. As 
Oceana has grown, the suburbs of Virginia 
Beach and neighboring Chesapeake have 
spread to the fringes of the air base and its 
auxiliary, Fentress Field. 

The Navy says the encroachment has forced 
pilots to tailor their flight paths to cut down 
on noise complaints, and that the increasing 
ambient light in the area makes it hard for 
pilots to train properly for night carrier 
landings at sea - probably the most 
dangerous task they have to perform. 
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for more than 100,000 tundra swans, snow 
geese and other birds, many of which 
migrate as far north as Alaska and 
Greenland. 

A long list of environmental and 
conservation groups, including the Audubon 
Society of North Carolina and the Defenders 
of Wildlife, argue the Navy would invite 
disaster by mingling its "birds" with the vast 
flocks of waterfowl swirling unpredictably 
around the refuge six months of every year. 

"The Navy recognizes there are a lot of 
birds" at the Pocosin refuge, Brown said, 
"But we have a lot of experience dealing 
with that." 

The Navy is confident it can control the 
birds' movements by replacing crops they 
like to eat, such as corn and winter wheat, 
with cotton and tobacco, Brown said. At 
some air bases, he said, the military has 
deployed border collies to flush birds from 
areas near flight operations. 

The Navy produced an environmental- 
impact statement saying the airfield would 
have a minimal impact on birds and other 
wildlife in Washington County. But last 
February, a federal judge in Raleigh found 
that conclusion "arbitrary and capricious" 
and ordered the Navy to conduct more 
studies before going any further. 

Brown said the Navy hopes to complete its 
studies and make a final decision by spring 
2007. 

Chns Canfield, executive director of the 
North Carolina office of the National 
Audubon Society, expressed little hope 
Tuesday that the Navy would willingly pick 
a different site. He said the only strategy 
available to opponents was "delaying as 
long as possible the actual construction of 

the [practice field] until something shifts - 
militarily, politically, an act of God, I don't 
know." 

Several farmers said they had given no 
thought to what they would do if the Navy 
prevailed. "If I would consider that, I think it 
would be like I was giving up," said Jerry 
Beasley. "I don't have a Plan B." 

But he may need one. 

Mayor Brian Roth of Plymouth, the seat of 
government in Washington County, said 
opponents have struggled to marshal 
political support at high levels. The area's 
congressman and several state legislators 
have been supportive, he said, but the group 
has heard little from Gov. Michael F. Easley 
or North Carolina's U.S. senators, Elizabeth 
Dole and Richard M. Burr, both 
Republicans. 

Roth read part of a recent letter from Burr 
saying the senator did not feel he could 
"dictate" where the Navy should build the 
field. 

But the mayor said political leaders seldom 
hesitate to lobby the military about where to 
locate facilities rich in jobs or defense 
dollars, as the most recent round of military 
base-closings showed. Only when the 
military wants to dump an undesirable 
facility such as the practice range do those 
leaders seem to defer to the courts or "the 
experts," Roth said. 
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wgeroux@timesdispatch.com or (757) 625- 
1358. 



Peter Hardin. 2006. "Lawmakers Urge 
Meeting over Oceana." The Richmond 
(VA) Times-Dispatch (February 9): B4. 

A kind of diplomatic minuet continued 
yesterday over the future of Oceana Naval 
Air Station, as Virginia lawmakers met with 
Pentagon officials. 

One outcome of the private session may be a 
meeting soon between state and local 
officials and the Defense Department. 

Sen. John W. Warner, R-Va. and chairman 
of the Senate Armed Services Committee, 
said he was drafting a letter to state and 
local officials recommending that they 
accept an offer from the Pentagon's 
inspector general to meet. 

The topic would be action that Virginia 
Beach and the state will take in response to 
an independent base-closing commission's 
recommendations. Warner said. 

The commission ordered Virginia Beach to 
take steps to roll back development in 
Oceana's primary crash zones or give up its 
Navy jet squadrons and 12,000 jobs. 

Gordon England, the deputy secretary of 
defense, said in a letter to Warner last month 
that the inspector general expressed concern 
that a plan adopted by the Virginia Beach 
City Council may not satisfy the federal 
government. 

The inspector general was put in charge of 
determining whether Virginia Beach acts by 
March 3 1 in a way that complies with the 
commission's recommendations. 
Yesterday's meeting also involved Rep. 
Thelma Drake, R-2nd, and Sen. George 
Allen, R-Va. 

Additional Notes 
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Staff. 2006. "Ready or Not, Here They 
Come!" Northwest Florida Daily News 
(Fort Walton Beach, FL) (March 5). 

Since the BRAC boom became known, Air 
Force officials and local planners have 
warned that more roads will be needed to 
keep Okaloosa County's population moving. 
Maj. Gen. Jeffrey Rieiner, the Air 
Armament Center's new commander, was 
pressing the issue again last month. "The 
roads, the infi-astructure, the water, sewage 
treatment, you name it ... our infrastructure 
needs to be sized to keep pace with that 
growth," Maj. Gen. Rielner said at a 
breakfast sponsored by Okaloosa's 
Economic Development Council. If you'll 
pardon the analogy, the general and other 
forward-thinking officials have a bumpy 
road ahead. It's not just that securing funds 
for road widening, road building and other 
transportation improvements will be 
difficult. The real problem is that a great 
many area residents, and a great many 
politicians whose ears they bend, resist 
almost any kind of road work. 

Additional Notes 
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Witness the long, loud and bitter fight over 
whether to build another bridge fiom Fort 
Walton Beach to Okaloosa Island. County 
officials say their file cabinets bulge with 
plans for road work -- bridges, bypasses, 
overpasses, traffic circles -- that were 
studied, debated and then abandoned 
because of public opposition. Some of this 
work is opposed because the new road, 
bypass or whatever would encroach on state 
or federal land, which certain folks believe 
should be forever offlimits to asphalt. Some 
of it is opposed because the road work 
would impact an existing neighborhood. 
There would be more traffic. Homes might 
have to be relocated. And some of it is 
opposed simply because residents think 
more roads will bring more people, and they 
don't want more people. A reader gave voice 
to this fear in our Feb. 19 "Spout Off" 
column: "Improving roads and building 
bridges and condos only entices more 
people. Remember, 'If you build it, they will 
come.' " Here's the catch: They're coming 
anyway. The base realignment process will 
bring at least 12,000 new residents, perhaps 
as many as 20,000, to Okaloosa County over 
the next five years. And that's on top of this 
area's nonnal growth and each summer's 
surge of tourists. They're coming whether 
our roads and water systems are ready or 
not. We know that some folks draw an odd 
clistinction: Government growth is OK but 
private-sector growth isn't. But even that 
line is blurring. Check out a reader's 
complaint from last week: "How could 
anybody oppose building a new bridge and 
new roads when they should be opposing the 
thousands of new military personnel who are 
coming?" Sorry, but it looks as if "opposing 
the thousands of new military personnel" 
will be like opposing the sunrise. Same goes 
for tourism, new births, non-military jobs 
and the myriad other factors that boost our 
population. Growth happens. Sometimes, a 

lot of it happens quickly. It's best to be 
ready. 

Susan McDonough. "Oak Knoll Neighbors 
Chime In." The Oakland (CA) Tribune 
(March 4). 

Neighbors have been kept off much of the 
grounds of the Oak Knoll Naval Hospital in 
the southern Oakland hills since the U.S. 
Navy abandoned the property in 1996. 

But with the locks coming off and 
developers with mysterious, multimillion- 
dollar plans moving in, one thing is certain: 
Plenty of people have plenty to say about 
what is done with the shady, 167-acre 
property with sweeping views of San 
Francisco Bay. 

Developer SunCal Cos. met with neighbors 
in the Oakland hills Thursday during the 
first of three public meetings planned to 
discuss redevelopment of the land, closed in 
1993 during one of the first rounds of 
federal base closures nationwide. 

The 6 p.m. meeting was at capacity; 
organizers had to ask stragglers to wait 
outside the Oakland Zoo Snow building 
until wiggle room opened up inside. 

Neighbors from both sides of Interstate 580 
listened while developers talked about the 
history and layout of the property, which fell 
through several hands before SunCal 
purchased it for $100.5 million in 
November. 

"This is not going to be a project. It's not 
going to be a housing subdivision. It's going 
to be a conlmunity," Peter Calthrope, a well- 
known urban planner hired by SunCal to 
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design Oak Knoll, told the group of more 
than 200 people. 

"NO big-box stores," and "no rental units" 
were popular sentiments expressed by the 
lYO'JP. 

Calthrope said he was not going to pretend 
the company did not have its own ideas for 
the property, but he promised to listen to 
neighbors' suggestions. 

Barbara Bray, who has lived in the 
Sequoyah Hills Oak Knoll neighborhood for 
30 years, said she would like to see a Cold 
Stone Creamery on the property. 

"They want to be heard, andwe want to hear 
them," Pat Keliher, project manager for the 
Oak Knoll site, said later in an interview. 

Calthrope promised that neighborhoods 
would be built for people, not automobiles. 
As examples, he showed slides of other 
projects with garages in the rear and houses 
built around grassy courtyards instead of 
paved cul-de-sacs. 

When people shouted out "Emeryville" and 
"Berkeley" as suggested locations, she said, 
"I want to shop in Oakland," and people 
applauded. 

Bray said neighbors are leery of developers 
who in the past have proposed a gambling 
casino, a homeless shelter and a golf course 
* things they considered inappropriate * for 
the land. 

The master plan would respect the character 
of the land cut with creeks and steep 
hillsides. Builders would not come in and 
level things, he said. 

"It took a long time and didn't work," she 
said. 

And there would be a range of house styles, 
from lower-priced bungalows to expensive, 
live-work spaces, as well as affordable 
housing. 

The city of Oakland originally offered the 
Navy $2 million for the land and increased 
its offer to $1 1 million in 2002, which the 
Navy rejected. 

For the most part, neighbors seemed to like 
what they heard, and they gave SunCal high 
marks for its public planning process. 

"The proof will be in the pudding to see if 
our input is actually adopted," said Mark 
White, a local homeowner. 

In an auction later, St. Paul Baptist Church 
of Oakland placed a winning bid of 

$22.5 million for the property. The church 
struggled to come up with the initial $2.25 
million down payment and failed to pay the 
rest of the tab by deadline, so it lost its claim 
to the property. 

Neighbors told developers they want Rifle 
Range Creek, which the Navy built over in 
spots, restored. They want open spaces and 
walking trails with "pooper-scooper 
stations," a village center with specialty 
shops, a public library, a sports field and 
schools. 

The property has sat empty for so long, Bray 
said, she is happy somebody is finally 
moving in. 

SunCal, she said, "seems honorable." 

SunCal expects to present a preliminary plan 
for the property based on neighbors' 
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comments at a second public meeting 
scheduled for late March. 

Staff. "Anteon Providing ONR Program 
Management Services." Aerospace Daily 
& Defense Report 2 1714 1 (March 3): 4. 

The U.S. Navy has chosen Anteon 
International Corp. for a $1 5.8 million, five- 
year contract to support the Office of Naval 
Research's Marine Corps science and 
technology programs, the company said Feb. 
28. 

The award from ONR's department for 
Expeditionary Maneuver Warfare and 
Combating Terrorism and the Office of the 
Vice Chief of Naval Research calls for 
Anteon to provide program management, 
engineering, and analytical and financial 
management services focusing on C4ISR, 
mine countermeasures, logistics, human 
performance, training, survivability, 
maneuver and firepower. 

Fairfax, Va.-based Anteon will provide its 
services to the department at its offices in 
Arlington, Va. ONR and other defense 
research agencies recently were kept in 
Arlington after the Bush administration 
recommended consolidating them as part of 
the 2005 base closure and realignment 
process (DAILY, Aug. 29,2005). 

Chris Collins. 2006. "Airport Gets Boose 
From Supervisors." The Modesto (CA) 
Bee (March 3): B 1 .  

Merced County OKs Redeveloment Plan for 
Castle's Airfield 

With no fanfare and zero comment from the 
public, a massive redevelopment plan for 
Castle Airport was approved after months of 
delays. 

Mike Nelson, chairman of the Merced 
County Board of Supervisors, put it all in 
perspective. 

"Congratulations, Mr. Fow- ler, you're 
finally making some progress," he told John 
Fowler, head of the Commerce, Avia- tion 
and Economic Development Department, 
after the unanimous vote Tuesday. 

The 30-year plan is based on a 1996 report 
that suggests Castle be used primarily as a 
"major aircraft maintenance facility and 
aircraft maintenance training center. " 

It aims to transform 1,700 acres of the old 
Air Force base into an educational, 
industrial and commercial hot zone. 

The plan would spruce up the airstrip, which 
is the fourth-largest in the state and try to 
attract more air traffic. 
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The board's OK puts the county in a better 
position to acquire the airport, which still is 
owned by the Air Force. It will siphon 
thousands of tax dollars each year toward 
revitalization efforts, said Castle 
Redevelopment Coordinator Tracy Pisacco. 

Though the county will get less than 
$20,000 this year to invest in Castle, it will 
receive bigger chunks of property taxes in 
the future as more people buy and lease 
buildings and land at Castle, she said. 

The county has the option of using those 
funds to take out up to $1.1 billion in loans, 
though Pisacco said it's unlikely the county 
would borrow that much money. 



Fowler said the plan gives the county a tool Fowler wants to tear down many of the half- 
"so we can get on with fixing what we need century-old buildings because they are 
to fix." moldy or in disrepair. 

He cautioned, however, that it would be 
about seven or eight years before any 
significant improvements are made. He said 
he wasn't sure where the first big changes 
would occur. 

"It's aviation, it's commercial, it's industrial, 
it's educational," he said. "You never know 
which one we will need to assist first." 

When Nelson was asked whether he thought 
the county would take out any loans to help 
redevelopment, he said: "I'm not a 
fortuneteller." 

In the next five years, the county probably 
will have to spend more than $300,000 on 
reviving Castle's airport facilities, according 
to a consultant's report released last year. 

The report suggests that the county should 
put money toward incentive programs for 
potential investors and spend money on 
cleaning up environmental problems. 

A vote on the revitalization effort stalled last 
year when the county failed to adequately 
publicize a public hearing. 

The county has attracted two flight schools 
and a handful of businesses to the airport. 

Fowler said he has received "very steady 
interest'' from businesses that want to use 
the land, though he wouldn't say which 
companies are looking at Castle. 

Charles J. Hanley. 2006. "Iraq Future 
Bases." Associated Press Newswires 
(March 19, 19:33). 

Editor's Note - This report is based on 
interviews with U.S. military engineers and 
others before and during the writer's two 
weeks as an embedded reporter at major 
U.S. bases in Iraq. 

Balad Air Base, Iraq (AP) - The concrete 
goes on forever, vanishing into the noonday 
glare, 2 million cubic feet (60,000 cubic 
meters) of it, a mile-(1.6-ki1ometer)long slab 
that's now the home of up to 120 U.S. 
helicopters, a "heli-park" as good as any 
back in the States. 

A hearing and vote on the plan was At another giant base, al-Asad in Iraq's 
rescheduled to late January, but a letter western desert, the 17,000 troops and 
arrived at the last second objecting to the workers come and go in a kind of bustling 
plan and delayed the vote. American town, with a Burger King, Pizza 

Hut and a car dealership, stop signs, traffic 
Nelson said the setbacks slowed the process regulations and young bikers clogging the 
but were not a "major impediment." roads. 

Since the base closed in 1995, about 60 At a third hub down south, Tallil, they're 
structures at Castle have been demolished. planning a new mess hall, one that will seat 
Of the 125 remaining, 50 or so are slated for 6,000 hungry ainnen and soldiers for chow. 
destruction. 
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Are the Americans here to stay? Air Force Lt. Cmdr. Joe Carpenter, a Pentagon 
mechanic Josh Remy is sure of it as he looks spokesman on international security, told 
around Balad. The Associated Press it would be 

"inappropriate" to discuss hture basing until 
"I think we'll be here forever," the 19-year- a new Iraqi government is in place, expected 
old airman told a visitor to his base. in the coming weeks. 

The Iraqi people suspect the same. Strong 
majorities tell pollsters they'd like to see a 
timetable for U.S. troops to leave, but 
believe Washington plans to keep military 
bases in their country. 

The question of America's future in Iraq 
looms larger as the U.S. military enters the 
fourth year of its war here, waged first to 
oust President Saddam Hussein, and now to 
crush an Iraqi insurgency. 

hrahim al-Jaafari, interim prime minister, 
has said he opposes permanent foreign 
bases. A wide range of American opinion is 
against them as well. Such bases would be a 
"stupid" provocation, says Gen. Anthony 
Zinni, former U.S. Mideast commander and 
a critic of the original U.S. invasion. 

But events, in explosive situations like 
Iraq's, can turn "no" into "maybe" and even 
"yes. " 

The Shiite Muslims, ascendant in Baghdad, 
might decide they need long-term U.S. 
protection against insurgent Sunni Muslims. 
Washington might take the political risks to 
gain a strategic edge - in its confrontation 
with next-door Iran, for example. 

The U.S. ambassador to Iraq, Zalmay 
Khalilzad, and other U.S. officials disavow 
any desire for permanent bases. But long- 
term access, as at other U.S. bases abroad, is 
different from "permanent," and the official 
U.S. position is carefully worded. 

Less formally, U.S. Defense Secretary 
Donald Rumsfeld, asked about "permanent 
duty stations" by a Marine during an Iraq 
visit in December, allowed that it was "an 
interesting question." He said it would have 
to be raised by the incoming Baghdad 
government, if "they have an interest in our 
assisting them for some period over time." 

In Washington, Iraq scholar Phebe Marr 
finds the language intriguing. "If they aren't 
planning for bases, they ought to say SO,', 
she said. "I would expect to hear 'No 
bases. "' 

Right now what is heard is the pouring of 
concrete. 

In 2005-06, Washington has authorized or 
proposed almost US$ I billion (euro820 
million) for U.S. military construction in 
Iraq, as American forces consolidate at 
Balad, known as Anaconda, and a handful of 
other installations, big bases under the old 
regime. 

They have already pulled out of 34 of the 
1 10 bases they were holding last March, said 
Maj. Lee English of the U.S. command's 
Base Working Group, planning the 
consolidation. 

"The coalition forces are moving outside the 
cities while continuing to provide security 
support to the Iraqi security forces," English 
said. 

The move away from cities, perhaps 
eventually accompanied by U.S. force 
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reductions, will lower the profile of U.S. million (euro 15 million) ramp for workhorse 
troops, frequent targets of roadside bombs C-130 transports; and the vast, US$28 
on city streets. Officers at Al-Asad Air Base, million (euro23 million) main helicopter 
10 desert miles (1 6 kilometers) from the ramp, the length of 13 football fields, filled 
nearest town, say it hasn't been hit by with attack, transport and reconnaissance 
insurgent mortar or rocket fire since 
October. 

Al-Asad will become even more isolated. 
The proposed 2006 supplemental budget for 
Iraq operations would provide US$7.4 
million (euro6 million) to extend the no- 
man's-land and build new security fencing 
around the base, which at 19 square miles is 
so large that many assigned there take the 
Yellow or Blue bus routes to get around the 
base, or buy bicycles at a PX jammed with 
customers. 

The latest budget also allots US$39 million 
(euro32 million) for new airfield lighting, air 
traffic control systems and upgrades 
allowing al-Asad to plug into the Iraqi 
electricity grid - a typical sign of a long- 
term base. 

At Tallil, besides the new US$14 million 
(eurol 1.5 million) dining facility, Ali Air 
Base is to get, for US$22 million (euro 18 
million), a double perimeter security fence 
with high-tech gate controls, guard towers 
and a moat - in military parlance, a "vehicle 
entrapment ditch with berm." 

Here at Balad, the former Iraqi air force 
academy 40 miles (64 kilometers) north of 
Baghdad, the two 12,000-foot (3,600-meter) 
runways have become the logistics hub for 

helicopters. 

Turkish builders are pouring tons more 
concrete for a fourth ramp beside the 
runways, for medical-evacuation and other 
aircraft on alert. And US$25 million 
(euro20.5 million) was approved for other 
"pavement projects,'' from a special road for 
munitions trucks to a compound for special 
forces. 

The chief Air Force engineer here, Lt. Col. 
Scott Hoover, is also overseeing two crucial 
projects to add to Balad's longevity: 
equipping the two runways with new 
permanent lighting, and replacing a weak 
3,500-foot (1,050-meter) section of one 
runway. 

Once that's fixed, "we're good for as long as 
we need to run it," Hoover said. Ten years? 
he was asked. "I'd say so." 

Away from the flight lines, among traffic 
jams and freshly planted palms, life 
improves on 14-square-mile Balad for its 
estimated 25,000 personnel, including 
several thousand American and other 
civilians. 

They've inherited an Olympic-sized pool 
and a chandeliered cinema from the Iraqis. 
They can order their favorite Baskin- 

all U.S. military operations in Iraq, and Robbins flavor at ice cream counters in five 
major upgrades began last year. dining halls, and cut-rate Fords, Chevys or 

Harley-Davidsons, for delivery at home, at a 
Army engineers say 3 1,000 truckloads of PX-run "dealership." On one recent evening, 
sand and gravel fed nine concrete-mixing not far from a big 24-hour gym, airmen 
plants on Balad, as contractors laid a US$16 hustled up and down two full-length, lighted 
million (euro 13 million) ramp to park the outdoor basketball courts as F-16 fighters 
Air Force's huge C-5 cargo planes; a US$18 thundered home overhead. 
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Command chief, said in a Washington 
"Balad's a fantastic base," Brig. Gen. Frank interview. "It would damage our image in 
Gorenc, the Air Force's tactical commander the region, where people would decide that 
in Iraq, said in an interview at his this" - seizing bases - "was our original 
headquarters here. intent." 

Could it host a long-term U.S. presence? 

"Eventually it could," said Gorenc, 
commander of the 332nd Air Expeditionary 
Wing. "But there's no commitment to any of 
the bases we operate, until somebody tells 
me that.'' 

In the counterinsurgency fight, Balad's 
central location enables strike aircraft to 
reach targets in minutes. And in the broader 
context of reinforcing the U.S. presence in 
the oil-rich Mideast, Iraq bases are 
preferable to aircraft carriers in the Persian 
Gulf, said a longtime defense analyst. 

"Carriers don't have the punch," said 
Gordon Adams of Washington's George 
Washington University. "There's a huge 
advantage to land-based infrastructure. At 
the level of strategy it makes total sense to 
have Iraq bases." 

A U.S. congressional study cited another, 
less discussed use for possible Iraq bases: to 
install anti-ballistic defenses in case Iran 
fires missiles. 

American bases next door could either deter 
or provoke Iran, noted Paul D. Hughes, a 
key planner in the early U.S. occupation of 
Iraq. 

Overall, however, this retired Army colonel 
says American troops are unwanted in the 
Middle East. With long-term bases in Iraq, 
"We'd be inviting trouble,'' Hughes said. 

"It's a stupid idea and clearly politically 
unacceptable," Zinni, a former Central 

Among Iraqis, the subject is almost too 
sensitive to discuss. 

"People don't like bases," veteran politician 
Adnan Pachachi, a member of the new 
Parliament, told the AP. "If bases are 
absolutely necessary, if there's a perceived 
threat ... but I don't think even Iran will be a 
threat ." 

If long-tenn basing is, indeed, on the 
horizon, "the politics back here and the 
politics in the region say, 'Don't announce 
it,"' Adams said in Washington. That's 
what's done elsewhere, as with the quiet 
U.S. basing of spy planes and other aircraft 
in the United Arab Emirates. 

Anny and Air Force engineers, with little 
notice, have worked to give U.S. 
commanders solid installations in Iraq, and 
to give policymakers options. From the start, 
in 2003, the first Army engineers rolling into 
Balad took the long view, laying out a 10- 
year plan envisioning a move from tents to 
today's living quarters in air-conditioned 
trailers, to concrete-and-brick barracks by 
2008. 

In early 2006, no one is confirming such 
next steps, but a Balad "master plan," details 
undisclosed, is nearing completion, a 
possible model for al-Asad, Tallil and a 
fourth major base, al-Qayyarah in Iraq's 
north. 

AP Investigative Researcher Randy 
Herschaft contributed to this report. 
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Unattributed. 2006. "Fort Benning Keeps 
County Population on a Yo-Yo." 
Associated Press Newswires (March 19, 
14:26). 

Atlanta (AP) - Chattahoochee County 
already boasts several national titles, 
including youngest county, biggest beer 
,guzzler and fastest-shrinking. 

The West Georgia county's claims to fame 
likely flow from the same source. 
Chattahoochee County is home to Fort 
Benning, and the area's military ties could 
soon bring a new title to the county: fastest- 
growing. 

"Fort Benning skews our demographics 
quite a few ways," said probate judge and 
local historian Ken Van Horn. 

The Army infantry base constitutes 78 
percent of the geographic area of 
Chattahoochee county, which backs up to 
the Alabama state line. The county's 
population in 2005 was 14,679 - down 967 
people from 2004, when the count was 
15,646, according to the latest U.S. Census 
estimate. The 6.2 percent loss in population 
fiom July 1 ,  2004, to July 1, 2005, makes 
Chattahoochee the fastest-shrinking county 
in the United States. 

Georgia is one of the nation's fastest- 
growing states. But locals say the ebb and 
flow in population can be credited to 
military activity. 

"It's Fort Benning doing its thing: going in, 
going out. 'They've got troops everywhere - 
in Iraq, in Afghanistan, everywhere," said 
Earetha Tyrnes, a secretary in Cusseta, the 
county seat. 

Van Horn said Chattahoochee could be 
called "The Incredible Elastic County." 

"During a war, troops are deployed and 
return on a regular basis. They're back right 
now, so the numbers are skewed," he said. 
"And next year, our population will have 
grown by fill-in-the-blank." 

Interim county manager Elvin Hardy said 
annual census figures in rural areas like 
Chattahoochee are often based on license 
plate renewals. The population could have 
been undercounted because troops who 
stored their vehicles and let their 
registrations lapse wouldn't have been 
included in the 2005 figures. 

The population yo-yo affects everything 
from local sales taxes to traffic, Van Horn 
said. And in planning for a possible 
population boom, it's also affecting the price 
of land in the 25 1 -square mile county. 

As many as 30,000 military men, women 
and families affected by Base Realignment 
and Closure could descend on Fort Benning. 
Hardy said the land grab among developers 
has already begun, as thousands of acres 
have been bought to build commercial and 
residential projects. 

A high school was recently opened and a 
new middle school is planned in anticipation 
of increased enrollment. 

James Cabe, a car shop owner, spent his 
childhood in Chattahoochee County and 
moved back seven years ago. He said he's 
getting used to the growth, and even looks 
forward to the day he can get pizza at Papa 
John's instead of at a local gas station. 

"That'd be nice," said the 3 1 -year-old. 
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Jeff Ayres. 2006. "BRAC Pushes Bypass 
Effort." Northwest Florida Daily News 
(Fort Walton Beach, FL) (March 19). 

Panel: Bypass, Bridge Would Benefit Air 
Force, Motorists 

About 12,000 people will arrive in 
Northwest Florida during the next five years 
as Base Realignment and Closure additions 
to area military bases take hold. A 10-mile 
bypass around Niceville and a second span 
to the Mid-Bay Bridge are in the works. 

Supporters say both initiatives, if realized, 
can greatly aid in easing the BRAC 
transition. But the Mid-Bay Bridge 
Authority needs Air Force land to build the 
bypass, and a second span is years away. 

Eglin Air Force Base will no doubt need as 
much of its land as possible to accommodate 
BRAC changes, and may look with a sharp 
eye at any land requests made to its Mission 
Enhancement Committee. But Gordon 
Fornell, a retired Air Force lieutenant 
general and MBBA member, hopes the 
bridge and bypass can be examples of how 
the military and civilian sectors can work 
together. 

"We're trying to present ourselves as a 
model for growth and expansion," Fornell 
said. The bypass is aimed to relieve traffic 
on White Point Road. It would run north 
from the Mid-Bay Bridge toll plaza parallel 
to White Point Road, cross State Road 20 
and curve northwest to connect to College 
Boulevard before ending at State Road 85. 

feet on the g-ound" as BRAC planning and 
implementation begin 

The MBBA and the base have had some 
informal discussions on the road, though, 
and Vest says a solution can be worked out 
that benefits both sides. The Air Force 
typically doesn't give up land unless it 
benefits the public without harming its 
mission. It doesn't comment publicly until a 
formal request is in hand. 

"We are seeing a cooperative effort," Vest 
said. "Certainly, they have land needs, but 
they see there's going to be an impact on 
infrastructure." The base has several 
requests for land from local governments on 
the table. "We're in the cue. We have high 
priority," Fornell said of the MBBA's 
request. Eglin denied a request several years 
ago to build a road east of White Point Road 
in the same general area where the bypass is 
proposed. MBBA member Jimmy Nielsen 
said the projects need to be dealt with soon, 
even if it means getting started on the 
second span before the bypass if the land 
request is granted. 

"The new bridge needs to be (addressed) 
sooner rather than later. (That) needs to be 
the avenue of the day. The traffic ... is not 
going to go away." 

Daily News Staff Writer Jeff Ayres can be 
reached at 863-1 11 1, Ext. 444. 

Unattributed. 2006. "UAV Mission." 
Grand Forks (ND) Herald (March 19). 

No formal bypass proposal has been U.S. Sen. Byron Dorgan, D-N.D., will hold 
presented to Eglin yet. MBBA Executive an "action summit" Wednesday focusing on 
Director Jiin Vest said he and other board the potential economic, research and 
members are waiting "for Eglin to get their defense-related impacts unmanned aerial 

BRAC Commission Early Bird 
Use of these articles does not reflect official endorsement. 

Reproduction for private use or gain is subject to original copyright restrictions. 



vehicles will have on Grand Forks and the 
Red River Valley Research Corridor. 

Dorgan helped UND create a center of 
excellence for UAVs last year with $1 
million in federal funding, and Grand Forks 
Air Force Base will receive the UAV 
mission as a result of last year's Base 
Realignment and Closure Commission. 

Summit participants will hear from national 
experts on UAV operations and will 
brainstorm ways to tap into the growing 
sector. 

The summit runs from 8: 15 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Wednesday at the UND School of 
Aerospace Sciences. Dorgan and keynote 
speaker Brig. Gen. Kevin Kennedy will 
speak at 1 1 a.m. 

Info: www.theresearchcorridor.con~. 

Martin Stolz. 2006. "Broadway Complex 
Plans Are Stirring Debate." The San 
Diego (CA) Union-Tribune (March 17): B3. 

Navy Considering Bids for 14.7 Acres 

At City Hall, Mayor Jerry Sanders appeared 
with Julie Meier Wright, chief executive 
officer of the San Diego Regional Economic 
Development Corp., to voice their support 
for the Navy and to criticize the coalition. 

The Navy wants to entice developers to 
replace its aging complex with a Naval 
office tower in return for the opportunity to 
build other high-rise offices, hotels and 
shops at Broadway and North Harbor Drive. 

The Navy Broadway Complex was spared 
from a round of closures last year under a 
deal with the Base Realignment and Closure 
Commission. The commission said the 
complex should be shuttered if a 
redevelopment deal isn't reached by Jan. 1. 

Developers vying to win the Navy contract 
must spend from $98 million to $180 
million to build new naval administrative 
offices, depending on the building's size. 
The developers could then build towers, 
with up to 2.9 million square feet on the 
balance of the site; the plans require that 
about 2 acres be set aside for open space. 

The project's parameters were struck in a 
1 992 agreement with the city. 

Opponents and supporters of the Navy's Navy officials are reviewing bids and have 
vision for waterfront office and hotel towers withheld information about the bidders. 
at its Broadway Complex made their cases They are expected to choose a winning 
yesterday at competing news conferences. bidder by the end of the month. 

The Broadway Complex Coalition, a group 
of planners, environmentalists and 
community groups, repeated their opposition 
to the Navy's redevelopment plans for its 
14.7-acre downtown site. Many called for 
the creation of a park and all agreed San 
Diegans, who have thus far been shut out of 
the secretive process, need to participate in 
charting the site's future. 

Opponents gathered on the esplanade across 
from the Navy's offices, as tourists snapped 
photographs in front of the USS Midway 
carrier museurn. 

Joel Ramos, an organizer with the Center on 
Policy Initiatives, a labor-backed research 
and advocacy group, called the project "an 
incredible opportunity to demonstrate 
responsible development." 
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"Whatever is decided upon, it should be a 
communal decision, which can only happen 
from a more open, public process that has 
received significant input from our local 
communities," he said. 

Sanders said Navy officials had reassured 
him "they'll be open" to negotiations on the 
developers plans. 

Plans are to be reviewed by the Centre City 
Development Corp., the city's downtown 
redevelopment arm. The CCDC's role is 
limited to ensure consistency with the 1992 
agreement. Meier Wright said the opponents 
"fail to recognize" the public's past 
opportunities to participate in formulating 
the plans and the city was lucky to be 
"enabled to be a partner in the design." 

The commission ceases to exist on April 1. 
Meier Wright said it might continue in a 
limited way, though that it is not decided. 

Sanders said his understanding of the 
process comes from Navy officials, the 
Economic Development Corp. and city staff, 
and "I can only go on what I'm being told." 

"I'm not backing off because of any other 
interpretation," he said. 

Asseinblywoman Lori Saldana, whose 
district includes downtown, wants to see the 
land as a waterfront park. She is seeking to 
get other elected officials to join her, she 
said, because "there are a lot of families and 
a lot of kids that have no place to play." 

Her organization fought to keep the complex 
fiom the base closure process. It is Unattributed. 2006. "Sen. Burns, Rep. 
supported with $1.1 million in city tax Rehberg Announce Malmstrom 
money and about $2.2 million from member Attributes Study." US Fed News (March 
business. 16). 

Doug Manchester, whose company is 
reportedly a bidder on the project, is a San 
Diego Regional Economic Development 
Corp. member; his company pays the 
organization S 1,500 per year. Manchester 
officials have declined to comment on 
whether they have bid on the Broadway 
Complex. 

hleier Wright and Sanders spoke of the 
possibility of federal agencies or Indian 
tribes obtaining the land if the Broadway 
Complex redevelopment effort fails. 

But according to Philip Coyle, a member of 
the Base Realignment and Closure 
Commission, the city - not other federal 
entities - would determine future uses for 
the land, if the project fails. 

Rep. Dennis Rehberg, R-Mont. (at large), 
issued the following press release: 

Sen. Conrad Bums (R-Mont.) and Rep. 
Denny Rehberg (R-Mont.) announced today 
the U.S. Air Force will conduct an 
"Attributes Studj" of Montana's Malmstrom 
Air Force on April 10. The study will 
evaluate Malmstrom's assets, strategic value 
and potential for new missions. Senator 
Burns said, "Denny and I understand that 
Malmstrom offers unique strengths and 
capabilities for our military and national 
defense. It will remain a critical base as we 
evaluate emerging threats around the world. 
This attributes study will provide evidence 
of what we already know: Malmstrom is a 
first class facility with no land encroachment 
issues, outstanding housing we've funded 
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over the years through the Defense 
Appropriations Committees, and a high 
quality of life for soldiers there in Great 
Falls. Malmstrom wants more work and 
we're going to make sure they get it." 

Congressman Rehberg said, "This is an 
excellent opportunity for Montana's 
congressional delegation to show the Air 
Force the true value of Malmstrom. Whether 
it's the superior air space or strategic 
location to emerging threats, Malmstrom has 
a lot to offer the Air Force. April 10 begins 
an advertising campaign for Malmstrom and 
Conrad and I will continue our commitment 
to bringing new missions to this base." 

and fighting to keep missions at Malmstrom, 
including adding a F- 15 squadron through 
the latest Base Realignment and Closure 
(BKAC) round. 

Senator Burns is a senior member of the 
powerful Senate Defense Appropriations 
Subcommittee and Congressinan Rehberg is 
a member of the House Military Quality of 
Life Subcommittee on Appropriations, 
giving them advantageous positions to 
secure funding for Malmstrom and ensure 
the base is a part of the Air Force's future 
plans. 

In a meeting March 7 with Senator Burns Additional Notes 
and Congressman Rehberg, U.S. Air Force 
Lieutenant General Steve Wood said the Air 
Force Attributes study is an "A to Z study" 
of a base. The Air Force will file a report 
that will go back to the government where 
the bases' strengths can be matched up with 
available government missions. 

Senator Burns said, "I've met with the top 
leadership of the Defense Department, and 
nearly all of the top leadership of the Air 
Force many times. I have been over to the 
Pentagon so many times that they have a 
parking spot ready for me. Those meetings 
and our joint efforts made this "Attributes 
Study" a reality." 

Congressman Rehberg said, "There's 
definitely a place at the Air Force table for 
Malrnstrom. This base has the ability to 
serve a valuable role in meeting new threats 
facing our nation. I hope Max will join me 
and Conrad in touting Malmstrom's many 
great attributes." 

Senator Burns and Congressnlan Rehberg, 
Montana's two Congressional appropriators, 
have been instrumental in securing funds 
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Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 

March 2 1 ,  2006 

?Department o f  Defense Releases Hundreds of defense contractors and 
government officials will converge in 

,Vational News Articles Denver this week to discuss efforts to 
improve defense and military work while 

Local News Articles protecting the environment. 

Defense Firms to Talk Tactics." That is the theme of the 2006 Joint Services 
Environmental Management Conference, 

"Joint Airport on a Base Will Not Flb which runs today through Thursday at the 
Military Says." Denver Convention Center. 

"SBA Agreement Would Benefit New About 2,500 people representing at least 350 
Mexico Firms As Ft. Bliss Grows." companies nationwide are expected to attend 

the conference, said Sam Campagna, 
"Fort Bragg Anticipates Growth Due to director of operations for the National 
Base Realig;nment.ll Defense Industrial Association, the industry 

trade group sponsoring the event. 
Opinions/ Editorials 

Campag~la said some topics will include 
Additional Notes pollution prevention and Base Realignment 

and Closure plans, the government's effort to 
Department o f  Defense Releases reorganize base structures to more 

efficiently and effectively support the armed 
A'ational News Articles forces. 

Local News Articles Several senior government officials will be 
in attendance, including Phil Grone, the 

Andy Vuong. 2006. "Defense Firms to undersecretary of defense for installations 
Talk Tactics." Denver (CO) Post (March and environment, and Lynn Scarlett, deputy 
20) secretary of the Interior. 

Environmental Issues Will Share Time with Insight from federal government officials 
Military Concerns for Contractors Meeting during the confeiencc will help defense 
This Week in Denver contractors position their business, said 
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Everett G. Willard, director of federal The conference was in Tampa, Fla., last year 
contracting for MWH Global in Broomfield. and will be in Columbus, Ohio, next year. 

'They provide a little policy overview, and 
from that the contractors kind of get an idea 
of where the money is going to flow,' 
Willard said. 'So you know if you're well- 
positioned to get some follow-on work or 
new work.' 

MWH will be among the 350 exhibitors at 
the conference. Willard said the conference 
is one of the largest defense-related trade 
shows. 

The conference will be held in conjunction 
with the GeoSpatial Technoldgies 
Symposium. 

Other local defense contractors that will 
have an exhibit booth at the conference 
include Aurora-based Merrick & Co. and 
Douglas County-based CH2M Hill. 

'It's a good venue to see existing clients from 
all over the country,' said Gary Outlaw, vice 
president of business development for 
Merrick. 

CH2M Hill will use the conference to win 
new clients by introducing a new product 
called Enterprise Spatial Solutions that will 
help government agencies visualize their 
data, said Brad Jones, a company 
spokesman. 

The Joint Services Environmental 
Management conference has traditionally 
been held in San Antonio. 

But organizers decided to move the 
conference around the country last year after 
the Defense Department began supporting 
the event, said Campagna, the NDIA 
spokesman. 

Staff writer Andy Vuong can be reached at 
303-820- 1209 or avuong@denverpost.com. 

Jeff Ristine. 2006. "Joint Airport on a 
Base Will Not Fly, Military Says." The 
San Diego (CA) Union-Tribune (March 16): 
Al .  

Tasked with serving and protecting the same 
public, local military brass and the 
countywide airport authority are growing 
more polarized than ever over the answer to 
the region's future air transportation needs. 

Remarks from both sides reflect an 
increasing exasperation, and even mistrust, 
developing as the five-year airport site- 
selection effort enters its home stretch with 
only five or six options on the table. 

Top military figures accused the San Diego 
County Regional Airport Authority 
yesterday of disregarding national security 
and passenger safety by continuing to study 
Miramar, North Island and Camp Pendleton 
as joint military-civilian sites. 

Sailors and Marines train for war at the three 
bases, and a civilian presence never will be 
compatible with that mission, Rear Adm. 
Len Hering Sr. and Maj. Gen. Michael R. 
Lehnert said. 

"Aviators have a term for the condition that 
we're seeing right now," Lehnert said. "It's 
called target fixation. It's when you ignore 
all other issues going on." 

Authority officials, meanwhile, say they 
seek nothing less than to settle the perennial 

BRAC Commission Early Bird 
Use of these articles does not reflect official endorsement. 

Reproduction for private use or gain is subject to original copyright restrictions. 



airport issue, and that the military ought to 
let the process play out. 

"This may be the last opportunity this region 
is going to have for a long, long time to be 
able to study these sites in total," said Joseph 
Craver, chairman of the authority board. "To 
stop before we do that is, I think, an 
injustice to the citizens that we represent." 

Others said the technical analysis now under 
way may well rule out one or more military 
bases for joint use, as happened with East 
Miramar when consultants determined there 
were terrain obstructions. 

"We do need to do that analysis, and we 
need the military to help us explain those 
things a bit better," said Paul Nieto, 
chairman of the authority's strategic 
planning committee. 

Besides the military installations, the 
authority is considering Boulevard in East 
County and the Yuha Desert of southwestern 
Imperial County, where a 100-mile 
magnetic-levitation train to transport 
travelers could add up to $20 billion in 
project costs, according to a report to be 
released tomorrow. 

Still off to the side is the possibility of 
stretching Lindbergh Field to its operational 
capacity, with or without adjacent Marine 
Corps Recruit Depot land for a second 
runway. 

The nine appointed members of the 
authority board expect to select an airport 
option within two months, with a ballot 
measure in November. Three members are 
on record against the military options. 

Hering, commander of Navy Region 
Southwest, and Lehnert, commanding 
general of Marine Corps Installations West, 

spoke yesterday with the editorial board of 
The San Diego Union-Tribune, which 
regularly hosts newsmakers to discuss 
current events and invites newsroom 
reporters and editors to the meetings. 

Lehnert said he believes the "target fixation" 
for the airport agency is the Miramar Marine 
Corps Air Station, where he said carrier 
landing practice and other combat-aircraft 
operations should rule out a civilian airport. 

Hering and Lehnert said none of the 
installations would still be under review had 
the authority considered the impact on the 
military's mission as seriously as it has 
measured issues such as the amount of 
earthwork that would be required to level 
the proposed civilian sites. 

In public and private discussions with the 
agency's staff and its technical consultants, 
Lehnert said efforts to identify 
insurmountable problems with airport 
operations at the military site have "gone on 
deaf ears." 

Those issues include the prospect of shifting 
carrier training flights at Miramar to 
airspace over Tierrasanta, the neighborhood 
southeast of Miramar, and the presence of 
explosives at North lsland Naval Air Station 
in Coronado. 

And Hering said any dream of joint use 
ignores the chaos that would ensue from any 
911 I-style lockdown that renders military 
bases off-limits to civilians, possibly for 
months. 

Angela Shafer-Payne, vice president of 
strategic planning at the airport authority, 
said the agency hasn't fully answered the 
military's concerns because they are still 
being investigated. 
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"That's why we need to get to the end of this 
analysis and present it to the public," she 
said. "Our technical analysis will only 
permit something that is safe." 

Findings will be shared with the board as 
they develop, she said, as occurred Monday 
when consultants identified troubling 
concerns with crosswinds at North Island 
Naval Air Station, where parallel runways 
are infeasible. 

The authority has always assumed that 
access to civilian and military sides of any 
base would be separated, Shafer-Payne said, 
one of the reasons why a subterranean 
tunnel from Lindbergh Field is being studied 
for the North Island proposal. 

Craver noted that the authority honored 
congressional pressure to table the military 
options during the Base Realignment and 
Closure Commission's latest review, which 
ended in November. As a result, he said, the 
agency had only a few months to gather and 
assess technical information. 

discarded options such as Ramona and Otay 
Mesa. 

Board member Mary Teresa Sessom and 
Hering contend the authority has yet to 
apply "Tier I" criteria that would show, for 
example, how many military-housing 
residents would be affected by a new airport. 
But Shafer-Payne said the screening was 
done in 2003, albeit with a "cookie cutter" 
template for a two-runway airport that has 
since been refined and will need to be 
updated. 

Craver said he is "a little disappointed" with 
the military's position. 

"It would be comforting for them to be able 
to sit at the table with us and go through 
these issues," he said. To some people, he 
said "they're coming across as not being 
good neighbors." 

"I don't want them to get that label put on 
them," Craver said, but the resistance "is 
very distractive to the airport authority and 
our process.I' 

"The data that has been shared with us by 
the military is loud and clear," Craver said. 
All three military sites face "huge 
challenges" for joint use, but Craver said the 
process of collecting facts and comparing 
the sites against one another needs to be 
finished. 

In not closing any San Diego bases, Hering 
and Lehnert said the Pentagon's BRAC 
process confirmed the long-term importance 
of Miramar, North Island and Pendleton as 
linchpins of national security. 

AS for "target fixation," Craver -- a 
decorated combat pilot in the Vietnam War - 
- said, "My mind is completely wide open." 

Hcl-ing said the military has been unwilling 
to answer "what-if' scenarios with the 
authority, such as moving operations out of 
Miramar. Doing so, he said, might allow the 
authority to claim any joint-use proposal. 

The next round of information on the 
military sites, including airport costs, is due 
at a March 27 airport committee meeting. 

At this week's committee meeting, a dispute 
arose as to whether the agency has screened 
the military sites to the same level as 

Henry Cuningharn. 2006. "Fort Bragg 
Anticipates Growth Due to Base 
Realignment." The Fayetteville (NC) 
Observer (March 15). 
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Fort Bragg expects to gain more than 2,000 
people this year through base realignment, 
the deputy garrison cominancler said 
Tuesday. 

Gary Knight. Fort Bragg's deputy garrison 
commander, gave the estimate at a meeting 
of the BRAC Regional Group. 

The group brings together local government 
officials from 10 surrounding counties and 
state and military officials to plan for 
requirements and shortfalls that come about 
from the 2005 Base Closure and 
Realignment process. 

Fort Bragg will take over Pope Air Force 
Base, and Forces Command and U.S. Army 
Reserve Command are coming to Fort Bragg 
from Fort McPherson in Atlanta. 

"The numbers change every day," Knight 
said. 

Fort Bragg expects to gain more than 20,900 
people - including military, civilian 
employees and family members, through 
201 1, the year by which changes are 
supposed to be finished, Knight said. 

Fort Bragg expects to add more than 2,100 
people in 2007 and 730 in 2008, Knight 
said. 

The Army post should lose about 800 people 
in 2009 after the 7th Special Forces Group 
moves to Eglin Air Force Base in Florida, 
Knight said. More than 2,100 people will 
come in 20 10, he said. The figures only 
include moves because of BRAC and gains 
for other reasons, he said. 

"We have old census data, so we need to 
somehow try to get more current data and 
compare it with the anticipated impacts from 
BRAC," said Jason Epley, who convened 
the meeting. He is a chief planner with the 
N.C. Division of Community Assistance. 

Areas in which data are being sought 
include the local labor force, economic 
effects, health care, transportation, real 
estate, land use and environmental issues. 

Retired Brig. Gen. Paul Dordal, the military 
liaison, said the formation of an executive 
committee is a timely and important step in 
preparations. 

"If we wait till midsummer when the 
decisions are all finalized by the Army staff 
and the Air Force staff and we actually have 
people coming to the area based on the 
BRAC actions, then we have waited too 
long," Dordal said. "We are already behind 
at that point. We need to be preparing for 
that now." 

Cumberland, Hoke, Hamett and Moore 
counties will each have a member on the 
committee. Fort Bragg is either located in or 
borders those counties. 

"It acknowledges really that we have a two- 
tier organization that focuses on the four 
counties that will be significantly impacted 
by the BRAC impact and implementation," 
Dordal said. 

Greg Taylor, chairman of the Bladen County 
Board of Commissioners, will represent 
Bladen, Richmond, Lee, Robeson, Sampson 
and Scotland counties. 

The group ageed to establish a temporary Taylor initially balked at the proposal that 
five-member executive panel of the steering gives only one representative to six outlying 
committee to conduct business. counties. 
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"There's no doubt Cumberland is going to be 
the one that's primarily impacted," Taylor 
said. "Bladen County is very regionally 
minded. What's good for the region is going 
to be good for Bladen County. We want to 
be part of the solution." 

Unattributed. 2006. "SBA Agreement 
Would Benefit New Mexico Firms As Ft. 
Bliss Grows." US Fed News (March 15). 

The office of Sen. Pete V. Domenici, R- 
N.M., issued the following press release: 

Sens. Jeff Bingaman and Pete Domenici, 
Rep. Steve Pearce and Gov. Bill Richardson 
today indicated that they have taken action 
to ensure that small and medium-sized 
businesses in New Mexico are not excluded 
from competing for what could amount to 
$2 billion-$3 billion worth of construction 
projects in New Mexico. 

The New Mexico lawmakers and governor 
have issued letters to the directors of the 
Small Business Administration offices in El 
Paso and Albuquerque calling for the 
development of a formal Meiiiorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) that would allow 
New Mexico businesses to compete for 
planned expansion projects at Fort Bliss - 
especially when the work will be carried out 
in New Mexico. 

Fort Bliss, which is based in El Paso but has 
extensive training ranges in southern New 
Mexico, is currently undergoing a massive 
infrastructure expansion. The uniformed 
population is expected to increase by nearly 
25,000 in the next few years, as several units 
me relocated to the Anny base as part of 
decisions made last year by the Base 
Closure and Realignment Commission. 

Their joint letter states: 

"The vast majority of Fort Bliss' training 
ranges are located in Do*a Ana and Otero 
counties in New Mexico, and all of the 
improvements due on Fort Bliss' training 
ranges will be done on New Mexico soil. 

"The anticipated result of an MOU would be 
New Mexico companies being qualified, and 
aggressively encouraged, to bid on Fort 
Bliss-related projects in New Mexico that 
are currently restrictive competition bids 
limited to the El Paso district office's region. 

"We fully support this partnership between 
the SBA offices, not only for this current 
Fort Bliss expansion, but for any future 
expansion in New Mexico that should occur 
at this bi-state military installation. 
Additionally, we hope that preference will 
be given to the qualified, set-aside 
contractors that are local to the El 
Pasolsouthern New Mexico region." 

Because Fort Bliss' administrative offices sit 
on the Texas side of the installation, 
responsibility for identifying and vetting 
qualified contractors for this work has fallen 
within the jurisdiction of the SBA office in 
El Paso. As a result, many New Mexico 
firms have not been made aware that bids 
are being solicited for construction, even 
when those projects are to be done in New 
Mexico. 

In a letter to the SBA offices, the lawmakers 
and the governor expressed a measure of 
satisfaction that the two offices have begun 
to discuss this problem. 

Additiorzal Notes 

We are occasionally surprised by remarks 
made by our beloved clients, the hard- 
working, often-ipored, and always 
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underappreciated members of the various 
congressional staffs. One that caught us up 
short was uttered by a staffer who was 
casting about for witnesses to invite to a 
hearing. While he appreciated the various 
conversations, reports, briefings, and 
memoranda that we generate, he lamented 
that, "you guys never testify." 

Ma non, mon cherie! We are an all-service 
Service. Note the recent examples below: 

Congressional Testimony: Betsy Cody and 
Ron O'Rourke Testify 

Betsy Cody, specialist in natural resources 
policy, testified on February 28,2006 before 
the Senate Committee on Energy and 
Yatural Resources Subcommittee on Water 
and Power. Her testimony provided 
background information about the Bureau of 
Reclamation's Title XVI water reuse and 
reclamation program and highlighted issues 
in its implementation. 

Ronald O'Rourke, specialist in national 
defense, testified on March 15, 2006 before 
the House Armed Services' Subcommittee 
on Projection Forces. He testified about the 
evolving missions of the U.S. Navy and how 
the Navy's surface and subsurface assets 
execute those rnissions today and how the 
Navy envisions executing them in the future. 
He responded to several questions about the 
Navy and shipbuilding, including ship 
propulsion technology, options for future 
aircraft carrier desips,  and Navy anti- 
submarine warfare capabilities in the 
Pacific. 
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Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 

March 22, 2006 

"Boehlert Wants to Leave at  Top of 
Department o f  Defense Releases Game." 

National Netvs Articles "Assembly OKs Authority for Fort Site." 

Local News '4rticles "Federal PI-eparedness, Military Officials 
May Soon Populate Regional FEMA 

"Building Homes on Old Bases Isn't So Offices." 
Easy." 

"Planners Add Baltimore to BRAC 
“US0 Opens New Center in Guam." Equation." 

"Defense Contractors, Environmental "Lowndes County Pursuing Second Mega 
Experts Seek Conlmon Ground." Deal." 

"Defense Contractors, Environmental Opinions/ Ellitoriuls 
Experts Seek Common Ground." 

Additional Notes 
"MD HB 1576,2006-2006." 

D e ~ a  rttnen t of' Defetzse Releases 
bbLawmaker Hopes to Attach UXO 
Cleanup Legislation to Defense Bill." National News Articles 

"Phillips to Address I-louse Panel." Locrll News Articles 

"Army Reserve Welcomes New Christine Haughney. 2006. "Building 
Commander at  99th." Homes on Old Bases Isn't So Easy." The 

Wall Street Jounlal (March 22): Bl .  
"Cases Test Cleanup Cost Recovery 
Capabilities a t  BRAC Sites." San Francisco - LENNAR CORP. seemed 

to have snatched two dream properties when 
"Officials Wrangle over Funds Veto it paid $2 for the right to rebuild two former 
Complicates Process in Harford." military bases in one of the nation's most 

expensive housing markets. 
"Boehlert Has Been a True Friend." 
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But Lennar executives have learned there's 
nothing easy about turning vacant military 
land into profitable housing developments. 
At Hunter's Point, a former Navy shipyard 
in southern San Francisco, Lennar faces 
demands to build more affordable houses for 
an economically depressed population as it 
tries to market holnes in an area many San 
Franciscans consider environmentally 
unsafe. 

Even at the closed Mare Island Navy 
shipyard in suburban Vallejo, the builder's 
success in selling holnes with sweeping bay 
views has been overshadowed by criticism 
that it should have first developed job- 
creating co~nmercial sites. 

"It's not fbr the weak of heart," says Tim 
Ford, executive director for the Association 
of Defense Comniunities, a group based in 
Washington, D.C., that advises communities 
on base redevelopment. "It's something that 
you have to be able to look past all of the 
problems and realize the potential of a piece 
of land." 

Lennar's experience is being closely 
watched because it has made the biggest 
plunge among home builders as the U.S. 
government shutters more bases. 

The incentive for home builders: The 
government assumes responsibility for much 
of the costly environmental cleanup and 
sifting through coliipeting community 
demands for the abandoned bases, limiting 
the builders' exposure to delays. Builders 
pay to construct roads and other 
infrastructure inipl-ovements. They profit by 
selling the redeveloped plots of land or 
newly-built homes. 

At stake is the economic viability of areas 
around the 22 more major bases that have 
been ordered closed by President Bush. 

Among them: Walter Reed Army Medical 
Center in \Vnshington and Concord Naval 
Weapons Station near Oakland, Calif., both 
due to shut down by 201 1. 

While other national home builders - 
including Toll Brothers Inc., based in 
Horsham, Pa., and Actus Lend Lease, 
Nashville, Tenn. -have looked at the bases 
slated for closure, Miami-based Lennar is 
the national developer furthest along in the 
redevelopment process. As the nation's 
third-largest hotne builder based on number 
of homes built, Lennar has plucked five 
military-base redevelopment projects in 
California, which company officials say 
offered bases with the best large parcels near 
major cities. 

Lennar took ownership of Mare Island land 
in 2003 and Hunter's Point in 2005 for $1 
apiece. An affiliated company, LNR 
Property Corp., is helping with 
nonresidential redevelopment of the bases' 
colnbi~led 1,100 acres. The price reflects the 
risk of the two projects, which require more 
infrastructure investment than bases more 
immediately available for home building. In 
contrast, Lennar paid $649 rnillion in 2005 
for the former El Toro Marine Air Corps 
station, covering 3.700-acres in real-estate 
hotbed Orange County, Calif. 

To be sure, Lennar expects both Mare Island 
and Hunter's Point to pay off. After 
investing $80 million in Mare Island, it has 
sold 178 homes for an average of $700,000 
apiece, or nearly $125 million. It splits the 
profits with the city of Vallejo. The 
company expects to invest a similar amount 
at Hunter's Point. It projects a profit there 
by mid- to late 2007 after starting home 
sales. 

And while military-base redevelopment 
represents a tiny part of Lennar's business - 
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in 2005, it had sales of $1 3.8 billion and 
profit of $2.4 billion - some analysts say the 
move gives the company an edge over 
competitors. "This is not going to make or 
break the company," says Stephen Kim, a 
managing director at Citigroup Investment 
Research. Still, he adds, Lennar is gaining 
valuable experience learning to negotiate, 
particularly in San Francisco, a fertile area 
for social activism but a lucrative market for 
home builders. "The more resistance there 
is," says Mr. Kim, "the greater potential for 
a competitive advantage to emerge." 

Lennar executives acknowledge they've 
encountered unexpected problems and 
delays in negotiating with the military, local 
governments and conlmuni ty groups. 
"Everybody - including the Navy, the cities 
and us - all have gone through a learning 
curve," says E~nile Haddad, president of 
Lennar's Western region, v, hich oversees 
these projects. 

Standing on the highest mound of Hunter's 
Point amid neat piles of concrete left from 
razed military buildings, Kofi Bonner, 
president of Lennar's urban land division for 
northern California, points out the 
abandoned industrial warehouses where 
Hunter's Point opened as a shipyard in 1867. 
It closed in 1974, triggering three decades of 
rancorous on-and-off discussions over its 
reuse and sporadic industrial use. The area 
lags behind San Francisco as a whole in 
average household income ($41,994 
compared with $55,22 1 ) and housing values 
(a median of $1 19,600 versus $396,400). 

Lennar executives have pledged that a third 
of the 1,238 homes planned for Hunter's 
Point will be affordable, measured by the 
median household income for Hunter's 
Point. The home builder also has sponsored 
seminars on cleaning up poor credit records 
and joined with an affiliated mortgage 

company to help residents buy homes with a 
minimal deposit. 

But some community leaders say that's not 
enough. Lennar's housing "may be 
affordable to some people, but it won't be 
affordable to people here in Hunter's Point," 
says Willie Ratcliff, publisher of the 
Baiyview local newspaper. 

Lennar's promise to create 1,000 permanent 
jobs over the next decade, with initiatives 
such as attracting the film-production 
industry to the base's abandoned 
warehouses, also has met with community 
skepticism. 

Meanwhile, Lennar faces a marketing 
challenge. Though the Navy spent $400 
million to clean up the area polluted partly 
by a national radiation-defense lab, Hunter's 
Point still has lower life expectancy and 
higher hospitalization rates for chronic 
diseases like diabetes compared with the rest 
of the city, according to Dr. Rajiv Bhatia, 
director of environmental health for San 
Francisco's health department. 

"Some people are convinced that the 
shipyard is a radioactive, pulsating volcano 
of ill winds and vapors," says Scott 
Madison, a local businessman who chairs a 
citizens advisory committee. 

Even along the well landscaped streets lined 
with Victorian homes on Mare Island, 
Lennar has encountered community 
resistance for getting its plans to build 1,400 
homes off the ground faster than its efforts 
to build job-generating commercial and 
industrial space to replace the 10,000 jobs 
lost tvlien the base closed in 1996. 

"We would like to see the industrial go up 
first," says Craig Whittoin, Vallejo's 
community-development director. A Lennar 
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spokesman says the company has attracted 
more than 85 businesses that erllploy 2,000 
and is on schedule to bring in a promised 
6,784 jobs by 201 3. 

Vallejo officials also are pressing the home 
builder to preserve 502 buildings and 
features of the Mare Island base that the city 
considers historically significant. Lennar 
already has spent three years categorizing 
every building for its landmark status, 
architectural integrity and contributions to 
the Mare Island historic district. 

Despite the fmstrations at the two bases, 
Lennar's Mr. Haddad says he's optimistic 
both projects will help the communities and 
be financially rewarding for the home 
builder. "One thing that I love about my 
job," he says, "is that I can ultimately see 
the results of my efforts through tough 
times." 

Unattributed. 2006. " U S 0  Opens New 
Center in Guam." PRNewswire (March 1, 
15:33). 

Arlington, Va., March 2 1 IPRNewswireI - 
The U S 0  is opening its newest center in 
Guam on March 23, 2006, bringing to 125 
the number of US0 centers worldwide. 
Located in the village of Tumon, the center 
is expected to serve thousands of service 
members and their families residing on the 
island. Members of the Guam congressional 
and local delegations are expected to attend 
the opening. 

(Logo: http://www.newscom.com/cgi- 
binlprnhl2003 1 1 19IUSO ) 

This is the second time the US0 has 
operated a center or1 Guam. The original 
center was housed in a Quo~wet hut on 

Guam Naval Base at the close of World War 
11. It was later destroyed during a typhoon 
and re-established at another location in 
1953. The first closed in 1993 due to 
military downsizing. 

"The US0  is proud to be back in Guam, 
offering a touch of home to military 
personnel and their families after 13 years," 
said U S 0  president and CEO Edward A. 
Powell. "We thank Congresswoman 
Madeleine Bordallo and the Guam 
community for their hard work and support 
in helping the US0  make this center a 
reality." 

The center will be located in the Royal 
Orchid Hotel and will operate rent-free for 
the next three years through the generosity 
of the Su family, owners of the hotel. The 
center will offer information resources, free 
Internet and e-mail access, a large-screen 
projection television, video games, movies, 
free pre-paid phone cards, pool table, 
tabletop games and refreshments. Service 
members also will have access to discounted 
products and services in the Tumon area. 

Donations frorn Triple J Motors, Volvo 
International and other companies helped to 
make the center possible. The Guam Naval 
Station Seabees and Andersen Air Force 
Base command also provided volunteers to 
construct the new USO. 

About the USO: 

For 65 years, the U S 0  (United Service 
Organizations) has been providing morale, 
welfarc and recreational services to U.S. 
military personnel and their families. The 
US0  is a nonprofit, charitable organization, 
relying on the generosity of the American 
people to support its programs and services. 
The US0 is supported by World Partners 
AT&T Cot-poration, BAE SYSTEMS, Clear 
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Channel Communications, The Coca-Cola 
Company, Military Channel, S&K Sales 
Company and Tri West Healthcare Alliance. 
Other corporate donors, including the United 
Way and Combined Federal Campaign 
(CFC-0600), have joined thousands of 
individual donors to support the USO. For 
more information on the USO, please visit 
our Web site at http:llwww.uso.orgl. 

CONTACT: Tiane Harrison of USO, +1- 
703-908-6433, or tharrison@uso.org 

Several senior government officials will be 
in attendance, including Phil Grone, the 
undersecretary of defense for installations 
and environment, and Lynn Scarlett, deputy 
secretary of the Interior. 

Insight from federal government officials 
during the conference will help defense 
contractors position their business, said 
Everett G. Willard, director of federal 
contracting for MWH Global in Broomfield. 

Andy Vuong. 2006. "Defense Contractors, 
Environmental Experts Seek Common 
Ground." The Denver (CO) Post (March 
2 1). 

Hundreds of defense contractors and 
government officials will converge in 
Denver this week to discuss efforts to 
improve defense and military work while 
protecting the environment. 

"They provide a little policy overview, and 
from ti- at the contractors kind of get an idea 
of where the money is going to flow," 
Willard said. "So you know if you're well- 
positioned to get some follow-on work or 
new work." MWH will be among the 350 
exhibitors at the conference. Willard said the 
conference is one of the largest defense- 
related trade shows. 

The conference will be held in conjunction 
with the GeoSpatial Technologies 
Symposium. 

That is the theme of the 2006 Joint Services Other local defense contractors that will 
Environmental Management Conference, have an exhibit booth at the conference 
which runs today through Thursday at the include Aurora-based Merrick & Co. and 
Denver Convention Center. Douglas County-based CH2M Hill. 

About 2,500 people representing at least 350 
companies nationwide are expected to attend 
the conference, said Sam Carnpagna, 
director of operations for the National 
Defense Industrial Association, the industry 
trade group sponsoring the event. 

Campagna said some topics will include 
pollution prevention and Base Realignment 
and Closure plans, the government's effort 
to reorganize base structures to more 
efficiently and effectively support the armed 
forces. 

"It's a good venue to see existing clients 
from all over the country," said Gary 
Outlau , vlce president of business 
development for Merrick. 

CH2M Hill will use the conference to win 
new clients by introducing a new product 
called Enterprise Spatial Solutions that will 
help government agencies visualize their 
data, said Brad Jones, a company 
spokesman. 

The Joint Services Environmental 
Management conference has traditionally 
been held in San Antonio. 
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But organizers decided to tnove the 20000320 - (H) HEARING CANCELLED 
conference around the country last year after 
the Defense Department began supporting *;k+**** 

the event, said Campagna, the NDIA 
spokesman. Unattl-ibuted. 2006. "Lawmaker Hopes to 

Attach UXO Cleanup Legislation to 
The conference was in Tampa. Fla., last year Defense Bill." Defense Environment Alert 
and will be in Columbus, Ohio, next year. 1414 (March 2 1 ). 

Unattributed. 2006. "hID HB 1576,2006- 
2006." LegAlert (March 2 1 ). 

Establishing the BRAC Marketing and 
Infiastructure Improvement Program in the 
Department of Business and Economic 
Development; Providing for the 
Administration of the Program; Providing 
for Financial Assistance for Infrastructure 
Improvements in Specified Counties; 
Establishing an Advisory Corninittee for the 
Program; Requiring the Govcrnor to Include 
a Specified Appropriation for the Program; 
Etc. 

20060222 - (H) FIRST READING HOUSE 
RULES AND EXECUTIVE 
YOMINATIONS 

20060227 - (H) RE-REFERRED 
ECONOMIC MATTERS 

20060301 - (H) HEARING 3/14 AT 1.00 
P.M. 

20060309 - (H)  HEARING CANCELLED 

20060309 - (H) HEARING 311 5 AT 1:00 
P.M. 

200603 13 - (H) HEARING CANCELLED 

200603 13 - (H) HEARING 3!23 AT 1.00 
P.M. 

A long-time House champion of speeding 
unexploded ordnance (UXO) cleanup will 
try to attach legislation to the upcoming 
defense authorization bill that would focus 
DOD remediation efforts on UXO cleanups, 
pal-titularly at those bases closed under the 
f i ~  st four rounds of BRAC, according to a 
source familiar with the bill. 

The expected move is the second instance in 
as many weeks where lawmakers have 
indicated plans to jumpstart cleanups at 
bases under past BRAC rounds by 
capiralizing on the heightened congressional 
interest in BRAC given the large number of 
sites to be closed in the 2005 round. 

In the latest effort, Rep. Earl Blumenauer 
(D-OK), founder of the House UXO Caucus 
and a frequent critic of the Defense 
Department's slow-paced UXO cleanup 
effol-ts, is working on legislation that would 
move toward creating a coordinated, 
centralized response to UXO contamination, 
according to a source familiar with the bill. 

The 2005 round of BRAC base closures 
"has absolutely made the issue more salient 
to people, especially those with closed 
bases," given that it closed more bases than 
the first four rounds combined, the source 
says. Similarly, Rep. Sam Fau (D-CA), who 
plans to form a bipartisan BRAC caucus in 
the House later this year, hopes to gain 
momentum for separate BRAC cleanup 
legislation by turning to the many 
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lawmakers whose districts contain closing 
bases under the BRAC 2005 round, 
according to a source in his office. Farr is 
considering legislation that would create a 
new federal agency to oversee all aspects of 
BRAC cleanup and property transfer 
(Defense Environment Alert, March 7, p8). 

Blumenauer's legislation would mandate 
that DOD report to Congress on how it plans 
to remove UXO from bases closed during 
the first four rounds of BRAC, known as 
"legacy" BRAC sites, and would create a 
single DOD "point of contact" for the 
services that would oversee all LJXO 
cleanup projects, according to the source 
familiar with his bill. Blurnenauer expects to 
have the legislation ready by May, when 
defense authorization legislation should be 
seeing committee action. 

The bill will be based on previously 
introduced legislation but will differ in some 
significant respects that the source would 
not discuss, citing the preliminary status of 
the bill's language. "We don't mean to 
downplay what's being done at each 
individual site, but DOD has taken too small 
an approach," the source says. "There's not 
enough fire under them." 

Blumenauer and his allies in the House have 
had success in getting funding for UXO 
cleanup and research in the past but have not 
established the permanent programmatic 
fixes they would prefer. Last year, 
Blumenauer was unsuccessful in his attempt 
to add language to the fiscal year 2006 
defense authorization bill that would have 
conditioned the 2005 base closure round on 
DOD submitting a cleanup plan for the first 
round of BRAC, the source says. 

R/Iany current and former ~nilitary bases 
have UXO, requiring cleanup because of the 
potential for explosive accidents and soil 

and water contalnination from munitions 
compc~~nds. Bluinenauer has often been at 
the forefront of efforts to get funding for 
UXO cleanups and is credited with raising 
the visibility of UXO as an environmental 
issue. Over the past two years he has 
attached appropriations language totaling 
$15 million to defense authorization bills for 
DOD's Wide Area Assessment (WAA) 
program, aimed at identifying UXO on 
federal land, especially at formerly used 
defense sites (FU DS) whose closures 
predate BRAC. Of the approximately 10 
million acres of suspected contaminated 
sites nationwide, only an estimated 20 
percent truly contain UXO, according to 
military research sources. The assessment is 
required to locate potential cleanup sites and 
prioritize cleanup efforts. 

That $15-million figure, however, is a 
fraction of an effort the Defense Science 
Board recommended in 2003, urging 
Congress and DOD to spend $200 million a 
year for five years to survey all federal lands 
with known or suspected UXO. 

Blumenauer's bill could also address several 
other issues, including a DOD inventory of 
all UXO at FUDS and the full funding of the 
U AA, according to the source familiar with 
the bill. "There are good people in Congress 
and at the Pentagon who get it, but some 
others need a pus11 in the right direction," 
thc source says, adding that the lawmaker 
wants to create an economic incentive for 
the commercial sector to develop UXO 
detection and cleanup technology. 

A source with the National Association of 
Ordnance & Explosive Waste Contractors 
(NAOC) calls UXO cleanup "a non-partisan 
issuc" and says there should be additional 
pressule to clean up legacy BRAC sites. "A 
prograin that lasts three hundred years is no 
prograin at all," the source says, referring to 
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DOD estimates of how long it will take to 
clean legacy sites. "They haven't cleaned up 
or funded UXO cleanup because it's not a 
priority, and there's not enough emphasis 
from Congress." 

Unattributed. 2006. "Cases Test Cleanup 
Cost Recovery Capabilities at BRAC 
Sites." Defense Enviro~zment Alert 1416 
(March 2 1). 

Cost recovery litigation at a former Air 
Force base in Colorado could test the ability 
of local governments and developers to 
recover remediation expenses at closed 
bases in situations where contamination is 
discovered after the military transfers the 
property. Should the litigation fail, it could 
stymie BRAC property cleanups conducted 
by redevelopers just as the military is 
looking to privatize more cleanups under the 
2005 Base Closure & Realignment (BRAC) 
round. 

The Lowry local reuse authority (LRA) and 
homebuilders at the former Lowry Air Force 
Base recently filed separate suits after the 
Defense Department refused to reimburse 
the cleanup of contamination discovered 
after the Air Force transferred property to 
them. The cases could set a precedent as to 
what legal conditions must be met before 
new property owners can recover cleanup 
costs for newly discovered contamination 
stemming from past military activities at 
BRAC bases that have already been 
transferred. 

At issue is the cost to remove asbestos- 
contaminated soil at Lowry, where the Air 
Force assured buyers that asbestos was not a 
significant problem. Subsequent 
examination revealed extensive asbestos 
contamination in soil, which resulted in a 
more than $6 million asbestos sampling and 
cleanup project paid for by private 
homebuilder companies and the LRA, a 
venture of local governmental authorities 
o\,erseeing property reuse at the site. 
Although the Air Force no longer owns the 
property at issue, the I,RA and the 
homebuilders have separately filed suit 
against DOD seeking conlpensation for the 
cost of the project. DOD is the party 
respo~lsible for the claim under military 
rules, although the Air Force is listed as a 
co-defendant. 

B~>th parties clain~ that the military should 
pay for the costs under section 330 of the 
1993 Defense Authorization Act, a clause 
thdt states in part that DOD will indemnify 
propel-ty buyers from any liability or cost 
"arising out of any claim for personal injury 
or property damage . . . that results from, or 
is in any manner predicated upon, the 
release or threatened release of any 
hazardous substance or pollutant or 
cc)ntan~inant . . . as a result of DOD 
actibities at any military installation that is 
closed pursuant to a base closure law." The 
clause refers to bases such as Lowry that 
were closed under any of several rounds of 
the BKAC law. Military regulations state 
that thc DOD office of general counsel 
oversees a11 claims under section 330. 

The military says its liability kicks in only if DOD has argued that the phrase "arising out 
another party has brought suit against the of any claim" requires a third party to sue an 
new owner for cleanup, according to a entity such as the LRA for personal injury or 
source familiar with the cases. One case propcsty damage before the entity may sue 
could go to court by the end of this year, for cost recokery, according to a source 
while the other is in preliminary stages. familiar with the cases. 
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But the plaintiffs have said they believe the 
legislative intent of the law makes it clear 
that DOD and the military services are liable 
for the cost whether or not the new property 
owner has been sued, citing a statement by 
Sen. John McCain (R-AZ) during the debate 
over the bill that the government "cannot 
ask states or businesses to assume 
potentially devastating liability for 
conditions they did not create." 

Nevertheless, both plaintiffs also are 
contending that a cleanup advisory against 
them from the Colorado Department of 
Public Health & Environment (CDPHE) in 
April 2003 qualifies as a trigger for suit 
under section 330, according to sources 
familiar with the cases. A cleanup advisory 
is not as serious as an enforcement action 
but carries the threat of costly state oversight 
if the recipient does not co111pIy. 

The LRA first sought relief last October 
through the administrative appeal process, 
which allowed the military to review the 
LRA petition for cost recovery. The Air 
Force denied the request last December on 
the grounds that the LRA had not been sued 
by a third party, after which the LRA filed 
suit. The homebuilders filed their suit 
without first pursuing an administrative 
claim. 

A source familiar with the l~ornebuilder case 
contends it is unlikely the Air Force could 
successfully defend against a claim that it is 
liable for the asbestos pollution. The 
question, the source says, is what action 
rises to the level of a trigger for a cost 
recovery lawsuit to be brought against the 
government. 

"We're mystified as to why we can't settle 
this with the Air Force. On this matter, this 
is precisely what 330 was written for, to 

protect the private sector," the source says. 
"1 don't have any coherent position from the 
Air Force and they haven't made any 
settlement offer." 

If the cleanup advisory does not constitute 
grounds for cost recovery, says a source 
familiar with the LRA case, then local 
authorities are in an impossible position that 
would inevitably end in an expensive 
outcome. 

"The LRA is being put between a rock and a 
hard place." the source says. "If DOD is 
right, the LRA should have waited for 
CDPHE to go to an enforcement action and 
then hught it instead ofjust cleaning up. 
The choice is either to comply with a 
relatively low-level action and clean up, or 
fight a high-level state enforcement, since 
DOD says an advisory doesn't rise to the 
level of a lawsuit." 

The source says "if the DOD interpretation 
[of 3301 prevails, recipients of BIlAC 
propel-ty are going to pay a significant 
amount ot'lnoney for cleanup. For BRAC 
propei-ty sscipients it's a huge deal." The 
sourcc points out that there is no case law on 
section 330 and "if the homebuilder case 
docsn't get a first interpretation of 330, we 
~ 1 1 1 . "  

Both cases are before the U.S. Court of 
Federal Claims. The homebuilder case, 
Richmond American Homes of Colorado, 
Iuc., et a1 v. USA, coinpleted the discovery 
phase in February and the plaintiffs are 
expected to file a motion for partial 
surnmary judgment by a May deadline, 
according to the source familiar with the 
casc. The LRA suit, Lowry Economic 
Redevelopment Authority v. USA, was filed 
in January. The source familiar with the 
homehuilder case says that a trial date could 
be expected by the end of the year if the 
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claim is not addressed in summary judgment school systems across the country that 
or with a settlement. expect heavy impact from BRAC, the return 

of U .S. forces from Europe and other 
******* changes in the military. 

Harry Franklin. 2006. "Phillips to Address 
House Panel." Columbus (GA) Ledger- 
Enquirer (March 2 1 ). 

Superintendent Returns to Stress Funding 
Needs Due to Military Growth 

Muscogee County Schools Superintendent 
John A. Phillips Jr. will return to 
Washington, D.C., next week to address a 
second U.S. House subcom~nittee about 
school districts' need for federal funds. 

The funds Phillips is seeking would help 
communities near military installations with 
construction needs, stemming from growth 
because of the Base Realignment and 
Closure Commission decisions. 

Phillips will have four minutes on March 30 
to state his case before the House 
Appropriations Committee's Subcolnmittee 
on Labor, Health and Human Services, 
Education and Related Agencies. He is to 
speak at 10 a.m. 

The superintcndent spoke belilre the 
Appropriations Committee's Subcommittee 
on Military Quality of Life & Veterans 
Affairs on March 1 .  His comrnents fi-om 
both appearances will be published in the 
Congressional Record. 

Planning to accolnpany Phillips are Deputy 
Superintendent Robin Pennock; Myles 
Caggins, chief operations and facilities 
officer; Hal-ris County Schools 
Superintendent Susan Andrew; Lee 
County, Ala., Superintendent John Painter; 
and superintendents or their representatives 
from The Seven Rivers Coalition, a group of 

Phillips helped organize the coalition to 
work as a unit to seek federal dollars to help 
build facilities to accomtnodate military- 
connected children moving into the school 
districts in the next four or five years. Those 
other coalition distsicts are near Fort Riley 
and Fort Carson, ICan.; Fort Lee, Va.; Fort 
Carson, Colo.; Fort Sill, Okla.; Fort Leonard 
Wood, Mo.; and Fort Bliss, Texas. 

The Associated Press. 2006. "News in Brief 
from the Philadelphia Area." Associated 
Press Newswires (March 2 1, 07:56). 

W~llon. Grove, Pa. (AP) - Upper Moreland 
To~vnship com~nissioners decided Monday 
to vote at their April 3 meeting on whether 
to oppose a civilian or corporate airport at 
the Willow Grove Naval Air Station. 

The co~nmissioners hadn't taken a position 
on the future of the airport in a letter to 
Horsha~n Township last year, after the 
federal government decided to close the base 
by LO I 1 .  Horsham officials and a local 
residents group oppose any nonmilitary use 
of the runway. 

Official base closure documents call for a 
joint use military and civilian airport at the 
base, and regional planners have said the site 
\vould be ideal for a corporate jetport. 

"Tl~is would be a very detrimental use to our 
communiry and surrounding communities," 
said Commissioner James Martin, chairman 
of the board's community development and 
public works committee. The full board is 
expected t~ vote April 3. 
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Colnlnission recommendations, Sgt. Gordon 
said. 

Jim McKinnon. 2006. "Army Reserve 
Welcomes New Commander at 99th." 
Pittsburgh (PA) Post-Gazette (March 21): 
B4. 

The Anny's 99th Regional Readiness 
Command in Coraopolis had its third 
commander in a year take over this week. 

Maj. Gen. James L. Snyder took over 
Sunday frorn Maj. Gen. William H. Johnson. 

Gen. Johnson, now a three-star general, had 
commanded the 99th since August. He will 
take charge of the entire transportation 
command at Scott Air Force Base in Illinois, 
said Army spokesman Master Sgt. Jack 
Gordon. 

Gen. Johnson had replaced Maj. Gen. Karol 
A. Kennedy, who has since retired. 

The 99th, with 13 colonel-level commands, 
includes Anny Reserve facilities for 
thousands of soldiers in Pennsylvania, West 
Virginia, Virginia, Maryland, Delaware and 
Washington, D.C. 

Gen. Snyder said Sunday that he is 
"honored, privileged and humbled" by the 
new assignment. 

"Strategizing the deployments of units for 
the long war on terrorism and transforming 
the Anny Reserve for the future Lvill be 
difficult," he said. "But it is iinportant that 
we accomplish this mission successhlly, 
and I feel confident that we will." 

The headquarters for the 99th. one of the 
more storied reserve bases in the country, is 
slated for relocation to Fon Dix, N.J., under 
recent Base Realignment and Closure 

Jim McKinnon can be reached at 
jmckinnon@post-gazette.com or 412- 263- 
1939. 

Justin Fenton. 2006. "Officials Wrangle 
over Funds Veto Complicates Process in 
Harford." The Baltimore (MD) Sun (March 
20): IB. 

An article in yesterday's Maryland section 
misidentified Harford County Councilman 
Dion F. Guthrie. Also, the timetable for 
Baltimore County's comprehensive rezoning 
process was misstated. The process takes 
place every four years. The Sun regrets the 
errors. 

Several elected officials in Harford County, 
who had promised not to accept campaign 
contributions while they were engaged in the 
politically delicate task of overhauling the 
county's zoning laws, have reversed course 
now that a veto has sent the process into 
01 ertimc. 

Last week, County Executive David R. 
Craig, who last year suggested the halt on 
contributions, held a $500-per-ticket 
fundraiser. Through a spokeswoman, Craig, 
a Republican, said drafting a bill to resolve 
the re~oning dilemma - not collecting money 
- is his focus. 

"'This is only problematic in perception," 
said Roxanne Lynch, director of government 
and community relations. "Right now, he's 
more intent on trying to make sure that we 
have :L comprehensive rezoning process 
that's iair to property owners." 
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But to his opponent and a campaign finance 
watchdog group, Craig is altering rules he 
set forth. 

"At this point, it really looks to me like Mr. 
Craig is not a man of his word and is not to 
be trusted on what he says," said Ann C. 
Helton, a Democrat from Darlington who is 
running for county executive. 

'The rezoning process takes place every eight 
years in Harford, allowing property owners 
to request new uses for their land. In the 
fast-growing county, the implications of the 
current rezoning are viewed as particularly 
important because of the potential growth 
generated by the Pentagon's base 
realignment and closure process, which is 
expected to draw 30,000 private- and public- 
sector jobs to Aberdeen Proving Ground 
over the next six years. 

Though accusations of candidates being too 
developer-friendly are nothing new, the 
Harford council followed Craig's lead over 
the summer and passed a resolution barring 
members from accepting contributions from 
Nov. 1 to Feb. 28. I t  cited a desire to 
"remain objective to best serve the interest 
and needs of all the citizens of the county." 

IJnhappy with amendments added by the 
council that he said created too n~uch new 
business zoning and extended beyond the 
county's designated growth area, Craig 
struck d0n.n the bill in the first week of 
hlarch and pledged to \+ark with the council 
to create new legislation. 

His veto has conlplicated matters. According 
to the zoning code, the process is over and 
the county now reverts to thc previous 
zoning designations resulting fro111 the 1997 
version of the process. Officials a g e e  that 
an updated bill is necessary and hare been 
working to resurrect the effort in some form. 

Councilman 1,ance C. Miller, a Republican 
fiom Darlington who decided not to run for 
re-election, said the council has not 
discussed the topic of another fundraising 
moratoriu~n but might need to reconsider. 

"I think it's a legitimate question to bring 
back," Miller said. "I've got a feeling it will 
be a topic of discussion." 

Other counties in the region have different 
philosophies on fundraising during rezoning. 

In Baltimore County, elected officials rehse  
a political donation during rezoning, which 
occurs every eight years. Councilman Kevin 
B. Kamenetz. a Democrat who has served 
for 12 years, said members voluntarily 
adhere to the policy to avoid accusations 
that the process has been tainted. 

111 Iloward County, the five-member 
council, which doubles as the zoning board, 
continues to raise campaign money during 
rezoning but must disclose gifts of $500 or 
more. In an election year, the council 
refrains from considering zoning cases after 
July. 

Three incumbents on Anne Arundel's 
council, which has no rules prohibiting 
co~~tributions during rezoning, called 
Harford's self-in~posed moratorium 
impractical and said the current system of 
disclos~ng financial supporters is adequate to 
alleviate inost concerns over ethics. 

Bobbie Walton, executive director of the 
watchdog group Com~non Cause Maryland, 
said elected officials have an ethical 
obligation to abstain from taking campaign 
con~nbiltions ciuring rezoning. 
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"If it has the appearance of inipacting any 
decisions that are made. then the public's 
interest is not protected." Walton said. 

In vowing to eschew contributions until the 
administration's work with the rezoning bill 
was finished on Jan. 1 ,  Craig said he wanted 
to avoid the appearance of conflicts of 
interest. 

"Basically, I don't think it looks good for a 
county executive to be raising money when 
we are in the process of changing laws that 
could hurt or help certain people in the 
county," he said in July. 

[ r e ~ o ~ ~ i n g l  bill. I guess at that point we have 
to reconsider." 

Until then, members may want to consider 
upholding that initial vow and be careful 
who they accept contributions from, said 
council President Robert S. Wagner, who 
also is up for re-election. 

"Without something imposed, if I were a 
council mzmber. I'd be a little leery of 
accepting money fi-om someone who may 
have a request in, especially some of the 
ones up lor the possibility of approval," said 
Wagner. a Republican. 

His spokeswoman said Craig would not justin.fenton@baltsun.com\ 
disclose who made contributions at his 
March 9 fundraiser until the next filing Sun reporter Phillip McGowan contributed 
deadline. to this article. 

"Let's look at it technically - it's really not 
in dispute. The veto went through, and really 
we're back at [the county zoning from] 
1997," Lynch said. 

\Valton said Craig was "playing fast and 
loose" with his own self-imposed rules. "If 
[rezoning is] still needed, if it's still in 
discussion, then it's not a dead issue. 
They're making a mockery of their original 
pledge." 

However, Councilwoman Dion F. Guthrie, a 
Democrat from Joppatowne, said that until 
the administration decides how to proceed 
and discussions of a new rel:oning bill yield 
some clari~y, elected officials should be able 
to raise money. He has a fundraiser 
scheduled for April 2, he saicl. 

Staff. 2096. "Boehlert Has Been a True 
Friend." Observer-Dispatch (Utica, NY) 
(March 18): 7. 

At Issue: Congressman Will Leave a Legacy 
of Care and Com~riitlnent 

Shcrwood Boehlert will be remeinbered for 
many things during his 24 years as a U.S. 
congressman. But his real badge of honor is 
that he's been a trde friend of the Mohawk 
Valley. 

Boehlert's effort has been unwavering. And 
his steadfast love fbr this region and its 
people has manifested itself into a legacy of 
care and commitment. 

"I don't know how long you shut down your Hc will be missed. 
ability to raise funds. ... It's very expensive 
to run for oftice," he said. But, he added: "If Boehlei-t, 60, announced Friday afternoon 
we get the new guidelines from the that hc will not seek re-election. The New 
administration and we have to get a new Hartford Republican, who whetted his 
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political appetite while serving as an aide to 
his two congressional pl~edecccsors, was first 
elected to public office in 19'79. when he 
became Oneida County executive. He was 
elected to Congress in 1982. and district 
voters returned him to Washington for 11 
more consecutive terms. 

Boehlert, as he often claimed unabashedly, 
delivered the goods. He did that with an 
energy and enthusiasm tired not by selfish 
political ambition, but by a genuine desire to 
do what was right for the people he 
represented. He was proud of his record, and 
ihat record has strengthened this region. 

Boehlert's national influence is reflected 
through his particularly strong efforts as an 
environmentalist and also as chairman of the 
House Science Committee. He has 
frequently opposed his own party's 
environmental and energy policies and has 
been steadfast in working against 
Republican legislation he considers harmful 
to the country. As Science chairman, he 
presided over congressional hearings 
following the space shuttle Columbia 
disaster in February 2002, and has been a 
key player in shaping policy for the National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration. 

Even better than his influence on significant 
national issues has been his tireless 
commitment to his district. 

In particular: 

- Transportation. As senior member of the 
House Transportation and Infi-astructure 
Committee, Boehlert helped maintain the 
formula used to provide fedel-al highway 
h n d s  to statcs. Revisions prc~posed by 
representati~ cs ol' larger sou tnern states 
would have been detrimental to New York, 
and this region benefited significantly in 
recent years by projects such as the Utica- 

Rome Expressway, Route 840 and 
itnpro\~cments to Route 12 between Utica 
and Binghamton -- all made possible 
through Boehlei-t's hard work. 

- Econo~nic development. The loss of 
Griffiss Air Force Base and some 5,000 jobs 
was arguably the most devastating blow to 
the region during Boehlert's watch. But as 
the leader of a regional team to help 
streilgtiien and rebuild missions left behind 
A namely Rome labs, the Northeast Air 
Dcfcrisc Sector and the Defense Finance 
Accouriting Service A- his work has been 
tireless and productive. The latest victory 
came last October when the Base 
Realignment and Closure Commission 
recommended to retain the DFAS site in 
Rome and add nearly 650 jobs there. 

- (3ras:;roots support. In a world where the 
little things that make community tick can 
easily get short shrift, Boehlert has been a 
true lyiend. Whether securing funds for 
volunteer tire departments or pitching 
prograrns for farmers, his efforts have 
helped to effect change in communities large 
and s~iiall throughout his district. 

Not to he ignored is Boehlert's integrity. 
That always has Seen important to him, and 
in a world where cot-suption and 
cciin17rcxnised ctliics are much too common, 
the congressman has maintained a steadfast 
code of honor. His refusal to walk in 
lockstep u ith his own party often made him 
a target of political opportunists, but he has 
worn the title of  noder rate proudly. He has 
been true to self, and by doing so, he has 
been true to the people of his community. 

For sure, Sliel-ry Boehlert didn't please all of 
the people. all of the time. No one does. No 
one call. But for nearly a quarter of a 
century, he gave it his best shot. That's all 
any ccjmn~unity can ask. 
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Elizabeth Cooper. 2006. "Boehlert Wants 
to Leave at Top of Game." Obserk er- 
Dispatch (Utica, KY) (March 1 8): 1 0. 

Shortly after U.S. Rep. Sherwood Boehlert 
announced his retirement Friday, he sat 
down with Observer-Dispatch reporter 
Elizabeth Cooper in Union Station for an 
interview. Here's so~ile of what he said: 

What was the biggest decidi~ig factor in your 
decision'? 

"I've always not liked seeing someone who 
is at the top of his game and the11 goes one 
more time, two more ti~nes, because he can't 
break away, and you take a 20-game winner 
and somehow he ends up witn a record of 4 
and 12 and sort of tarnishes the whole very 
distingwished record. 1'k.e proven by 
performance in areas that you can measure 
that I'm very effective at what 1 do. and 
now's the time." 

\%at's your hgeatest accomplish~nent as a 
congressman'? 

"I've got six grandchildren. That's like 
asking which is my favorite. They are all 
near and dear to me. I t  means so much to me 
that I was able to be a leadcr in the fight to 
save the those missions in Rome in the 2005 
BRAC (Base Realignment and Closure) 
process. I didn't do it by ~nyself, I was part 
of a team." 

"Sitting in the chamber when the president 
gives the State of the Union speech, and 
knowing that he's coming up to a point 
wherc he is going to announce something 
that you've worked on, to think that some of 
the thing:; I have contributed have had an 
impact far beyond our borders of this 
Congr:1ssional district, but literally 
nationally. is a very gratifying thing." 

Any regrets? Things you wish you could be 
these lix? 

''I don't engage in that because I'm not 
presuinptuous enough to think that little old 
n ~ c  IS going to make the big difference in the 
big picture. I've got i t  started and it's well 
on it's way and not only did he talk about it 
in his speech, the numbers are in the budget. 

"We want those troops over in Iraq to be 
able to leave a country where there is more 
stability and where there is less terrorism 
and u herc there is a seater  ability of Iraqis 
to taKc care of Iraq and come home. I don't 
mrint tlicm to come home too soon, despite 
that they're in haim's way, or all would be 
for naught. ... 

"I wan1 people to recognize that global 
warinlllg is for real, it's not just a figment of 
my imagination, 1 was down to the South 
Pole and they've got some of the foremost 
experts in the world doing research on the 
conditions. And they say global climate 
change is fbrcing the melting of all this area 
in thc South ?ole." 

(Boehle1-t also is proud of the American How do you feel right now? 
Competiti~reness Ini tiatt ve. u liich provides 
money for teaching math and science to "I'm ir, the barber shop (at Union Station 
improve America's competitive edge right bcforc the announcement) and they 
globally. President Bush mentioned it in his warltcd to hold nit back there until 3 
State of the Union): o'c.lc?cl\, because it was going to be live on 

TV. and Jack Willianis came in. Jack and I 
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were in kindergal-ten, we used to play 
together when we were kids, now he's the 
county's public works commissioner. He 
came in and he started talking and he teared 
up and, boy, 1 started tearing up and so 
there's this elnotion." 

What message or advice do you have for 
whomever succeeds you'? 

"I'll work with you and for you to make sure 
we have good representation." 

Keith Brown. 2006. "Assembly OKs 
Authority for Fort Site." Asbury Park (NJ) 
Press (March 1 7): 13. 

Trenton -- The state Assembly Thursday 
passed a bill outlining an authority to direct 
the redevelopment of Fort Mon~nouth that 
was criticized by local officials who said 
they felt misled about portions of the 
legislation. 

The Assembly voted 70-6 in favor of the 
Fort Monmouth Economic Revitalization 
Authority Act. a bill introduced on Feb. 27 
by Assetnbly~nan Michael Pmter, D- 
Monmouth. A sirnilas bill - sponsored by 
state Sens. Ellen Karcher, D-hlon~nouth, and 
Joseph M. Kyrillos Jr., R-Monmouth - 
passed in the Senate on Monday. 

"This bill is an effort to bring together local, 
county, state, pri~rate business and others to 
help plan for the fort's future," Panter said 
before the vote. "I-Iopefully we can turn this 
tremendous loss into a tremeildous 
opportun~ty." 

Some provisions in the Assembly version - 
including how professionals 1- ired by the 
authority can be paid - differ from the 

Scnate bill, so thc Assen~bly bill now goes 
back beforc the Senate. 

The Assembly bill, like the Senate version, 
calls for a 10-member authority charged 
with directing redevelopment for the fort 
site. The ~uthority includes four 
gubernatorial appointments, the head of the 
state Co~nmerce, Economic Growth and 
Tourism Co~nmission, one member chosen 
by tht. Monmouth County Board of 
Freeholders and the mayors of Eatontown, 
Oceanport and Tinton Falls. 

BUL a pi-ovision in both bills strips local 
rna:,~ors of the ability to select a voting 
desigtlzl: in the event they cannot attend 
auihorlty meetings. That ability, included in 
both \>~lls when they were introduced last 
month, was taken out of each of the final 
versions. 

"'I'h,lt's terrible," said Eatontown Mayor 
Gerald J .  Tarantolo, who said he believed 
the provision to hppoint a designee was in 
thc finCil version of both bills. "I feel I've 
been r1iis1t.d." 

Panter i l l  an interview late Thursday 
deiknded thc language he said he added to 
the Assembly bill this week. 

"At thc encl of the day what we're asking is 
that pcople appointed to the committee show 
up for work," he said. "This is consistent 
with e\ery authority in the state." 

But the bill allows a provision for the 
secictary of the commerce department to 
appo,nt a vciting designee. 

"It niisht not be a big deal if we were using 
a levcl playing ficld," said Tinton Falls 
Mayor Peles Maclearie. "But I don't think 
me're using a level field." 

BRAC Commission Early Bird 
Use of these articles does not reflect official endorsement. 

Reproduction for private use or gain is subject tcr or gi ial  copyright restrictions. 



Prior to Thursday's vote, Assemblyman 
Steve Corodemus and Assemblywoman 
Jennifer Beck. both R-Monmouth. criticized 
the provision. 

And Corodemus, who failed in an attempt to 
have the bill amended to include the 
designee ability for the local mayors, called 
the bill a "bitter pill to swallow." for local 
mayors, who comprise a minority on the 
redevelopment autl~ority. 

"Imagine if you will that you're a mayor or 
a councilman." he said, speaking on the 
Assembly tloor before the vote. "The 
redevelopment authority repl~ces the 
jurisdiction of planning and ~ o n i n g  boards 
and transfers 100 percent of those rights to 
the redevelopinent authority." 

A federal panel in September recommended 
closing the 89-year-old Anny post in an 
effort to streamline the anned forces and 
save money. 

The bulk of' Fort Monlnouth' 5 research-and- 
development mission will nlove to the 
Army's Aberdeen Proving Ground in 
Aberdeen, Md. 

The fort is an estimated $3.2 billion 
econon~ic engine statewide that employs 
more than 5.000 civilian and military 
personnel. 

Keith Brown: (732) 643-4070 or 
kbrown@app.com 

******* 
Eileen Sullivan. 2006. "Federal 
Preparedness, Military Officials May 
Soon Populate Regional FERlA Offices." 
CQ Homeland Security (March 16). 

The country may finally see federal 
homeland security officiais in regional 

ot'fices, although not in the same way 
rne1nbe1.s of' Congress envisioned those 
oftices four years ago. 

Depastrncj~t of 1-Iomeland Security Secretary 
Michael Chertoff has committed to building 
on the existing 1 OFederal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) regions by 
adding federal preparedness and military 
officials to the oftices. Chertoff has told 
la~vnlakers a plan could be ready as early as 
this spring. 

Statc and local officials have continued to 
call 1;): ~norc DtIS presence in regions 
across tile country. 

"You can't run it all from Washington, 
D.C.," said Eric E. Holdeman, director of 
King c70unty, Wash., emergency 
n~andgement office. "To me the single most 
th~ng tnat could improve the readiness of the 
nation would be the Department of 
H o m t ~  ind Security having regional offices 
in pl~tcc, coordinating homeland security 
sub-agencies . . . If they had it up and 
running, I think we'd take a great leap 
forn ard." 

L;~u,rnal<ers have been asking for DHS' 
regional plan slnce 2003. The concept of 
establishing homeland security regions 
acnm the courltry dates back to when DHS 
Mias ila~atcd in 2002 (PL 107-296). The law 
mancrdtcd that Ill-IS consolidate and co- 
locate ihe carious regional of'fices of 
agenclcs tllat became part of the new 
depart~nent, such as Customs,the Coast 
Guard and Secret Service. 

But this concept proved to be too political as 
lam mahers fought to have the consolidated 
ofrices wlthin their own jur~sdictions, 
sifi~~ial io the screaming and fighting that 
eltipti, ciurtng BRAC (Base Realignment and 
Closure) d~scussions. 
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"It was so political that you couldn't really 
discuss it," said James Carafano, senior 
research fellow at the Heritage Foundation. 

On Feb. 2, 2004, the Senate Homeland 
Security and Governmental Affairs 
Committee received a report from DHS 
outlining the department's plans for 
consolidating regional offices. DHS said it 
was still in the "preliminary" stages of 
analysis. 

By the time former DHS Secretary Tom 
Ridge left at the end of 2004, DHS had a 
detailed plan of multi-state regions and was 
waiting for tong-essional approval, Ridge 
said in a Dec. 13, 2005 Washington Times 
op-ed. 

Shelved 

Rut after Chertoff took over the department 
a year ago, the original plan of having "mini 
DHSs" across the country was shelved. The 
need for regional coordination, however, did 
not disappear. 

In July 2005, when Chel-toff discussed his 
reorganization plans for DHS. he said there 
could be s~nall regional offices or a few 
DHS officials in some of the existing 
regional centers. 

"What we [are] envisioning is a ninlble and 
small-scale approach to this kind of 
coordination that focuses on network rather 
than a large kind of bureaucratic layer that 
will be between the individual state officials 
and the top management in Washington," 
Chertoff said during a .luly 25, 2005, House 
Homeland Security Committee hearing. 

Implementing such a plan, however, just 
wasn't a department priority until Hut-ricane 
Katrina, Carafano said. 

The shelved homeland security region plan 
co~~l i l  have helped the Katrina response, 
Ridge said in the December op-ed. In the 
plan, icew Orleans, for instance, was to be a 
regional hub. "Had that hub been in place, 
tmsted relationships among federal, state 
and local pal-tners would have spirited life- 
sa~ring actions sooner rather than later," 
Ridge wrote. "We would have had 
knowledge of state and local contingency 
plans and associated gaps." 

Investigati~ns into the government's 
b~ngleil responsc to Katrina came to the 
same c~nclusion: Regional coordination 
could h'lve iinpro~red the Katrina response. 
The W hitc: 1-louse's report on the federal 
response to Katrina calls for homeland 
securitv regions that would Inanage and 
coordinate all preparedness activities for any 
elncrgcncy. I t  also recommends that the 
regional directors be experienced and able to 
step 111to t i~c  po.;ition of the principle federal 
official to coordinate the federal response 
when a disaster strikes. 

Just t1vrc, months until the next hurricane 
seasoil. lawmakers continue to press 
Cliel-to ff about these regions. 

"Any ])1dii to repair the systemic failures in 
tht: I)epartnlent of Homeland Security must 
i n ~ l u d t ~  the establishment [of] regional 
orfi~ec." Sen. Daniel I<. Akaka, D-Hawaii, 
said 111 an <-mail to CQ Homeland Security. 
"Having a pennanent, consolidated DHS 
oftice 1 1 1  tile Guit'Region may have 
pr,vented some of the response failures to 
Hun- cane l<atnna by establishing a stronger 
prc- exlsting relationship between DHS and 
s t ~ ~ t e  anLt local ot~icials and by providing 
olie Ct1S pc3int ot contact." Akaka said he's 
happy Chestoff is addressing this issue, but 
it's still not clear what the regions will be 
like. 
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New Details 

In a speech to the National L,eague of Cities 
on March 14, Chestoff outlined Inore details 
of the regions plan. 

"Using our FEMA regions as a kind of 
headquarters or core cells, we're going to be 
adding preparedness people, and we're 
going to be bringing some military planners 
in, so we can build comprehensive plans 
with mayors and governors close to the 
ground," Chertoff said. 

King County. Wash., emergency 
management director Holdeman said the 
FEMA regions used to have preparedness 
officials before the agency was dismantled 
under DHS. FEMA no longer oversees 
preparedness, but Holdenian and other 
emergency management officials agree that 
a strong disaster response requires a strong 
disaster preparedness. So if Chei-toff wants 
to assign "preparedness officials" to the 
FEMA regions, i t  can oi~ly help. Holdeman 
said. "You need a convening authority, not 
somebody who dictates, but :.;onlebody who 
pulls folks together," he said. 

abunciarce of affordable housing and 
esrahllshed transportation network - as a 
way  to handle the growth. 

Rcpl-escntatives of'the counties in and 
around Fort Meade and Aberdeen Proving 
Groulld said at a meeting yesterday that they 
are taking a regional approach to 
confronting the potential sprawl generated 
by the Pentagon's base realignment and 
closu~.; process, known as BRAC, which is 
expeci::J to clrah 40,000 to 60,000 private- 
and public-scctor jobs to Maryland within 
the ncxt six years. 

A;tn,)ii~h oilicials have concentrated on the 
roads. schools and homes needed to meet the 
needs of two heavily affected installations - 
Fort hleade in Anne Arundel County and 
Aberdeen Proving Ground in Harford 
C O U ~ I ~ Y  - officials are increasingly turning 
thelr attention to what Baltimore City has to 
off'er. 

Clarence T. Bishop, chief of staff' to Mayor 
hlartin O'~Vli~llej, acknowledged after his 
testimony to the regional planning group 
t1-d "tile city has been on the periphery [of 
the BKAC' discussion] because the growth is 
taking placc at Abercleen and Fort Meade." 

Eileen Sullivan can be reached at 
esullivan@<cq.coni 

'No Way around Us' 

Phillip ILlcGowan. 2006. "F'lanners Add 
Baltimore to BRAC Equation." 'I'he 
Baltimore (MD) Sun (March 14j: 2B. 

City's Housing and Infrastlucture Might 
Accommodate Inilux of Defcnse Workers 

As state and local officials focus on ways to 
house and inove thousands of defense-sector 
workers bound for the region, some have 
begun focusilig ( in Baltiniorc - with its 

Ah Ctr as Baltimore's place in the discussion 
01 i3It'lC growth, Bishop said: "There is no 
u ;iy around us." 

Harford County Ekecutive David R. Craig, a 
Rel.>uhlican, ieferred to Baltimore as "no 
longer a hole in the doughnut." He said he 
expected the city to play a role in a regional 
mxketing partnership recently established 
anlong Baltimore, Harford and Cecil 
co~lrltll,s. 
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Discussion of thc city's role came at the 
most recent gathering of the Maryland 
Military Installation Strategic Planning 
Council. a consortium of local, state and 
federal officials overseeing nlilitary growth 
in Maryland. The meeting was held in 
Crownsville in Anne Arundel County. 

While jurisdictions from Prince George's to 
Cecil counties arc preparing for billions of 
dollars of infsastructurc upgrades to 
accommodate the g r o ~  th frolli BRAC, city 
officials emphasized that Baltimore's 
existing infrastructure could accommodate 
170,000 new residents - a goal city officials 
hope to achieve in the next decade. 

Leaders in Baltimore and Anne Arundel 
counties also said that concentrations of 
affordable housing exist within their 
jurisdictions. Many of those areas are in 
older, establlslied neighborhoods such as 
Glen Burnie. or in shuttcreJ industrial areas 
such as in M~ddle River. 

Bishop said the city's location betmreen Fort 
Meade and Aberdeen makes ~t a convenient 
place to house workers from both the south 
and north and prc~vide them with accessible 
commuting options. There was little 
discussion of the city's troubled school 
system, which has gl-appled wlth lob!- 
performing schools. butiget shor<Fdlls and a 
court order over special educat~on. 

Urban Attractions 

Rather, state officials pointed to the urban 
charms and cultural diversity that Balti~nore 
offers in attrac~ing families fiom New 
Jersey, where jobs are being shifted f i o ~ n  
Fort Monmouth to Al32rdcen. and Northern 
Virginia. which is losing job., 10 1o1t Meade. 
They also said the thousands ol'abandoned 
rowhouses could provide a sancluary of 
affordable housing for less-ai'fluent families 

vrt!o i~;i%ht bc displaced by the influx of 
h~rrh-paying defense jobs. 

Bishop said the city'c population decline has 
lcvelcd off. and he pointed to some $10 
billion In private development since 2000 
withi11 Baltimore as a sign of the city's 
rebil-tli. He estimated that an additional $2.5 
billion will be spent there within the next 
two years. 

Anne tlrundel County Executive Janet S. 
Oivens. a Democrat, spoke yesterday of 
p>iitncl.ing with several suwounding 
jul-~sd~ctior~s to bring a regional focus to 
mdnagr ng growth. 

"We need Howard County, Baltimore City 
and I'rincu (>corgc's County," she said, 
adding that Anne Arundel County was in a 
good position "at this point." 

Oivei~s has submitted a bill to the County 
Council to fos~ii a growth committee for the 
FLIIT I\.icatle area. I-low ard County Executive 
Janles h .  J<ubey will soon appoint a similar 
panel by executive order, said Richard W. 
Story, i h i ~ f  executive of Howard's 
Econoinic Development Authority. 

Othcr I egiorlal committees addressing needs 
around Aberdeen have already begun 
dcvcioping a list of road, water and sewer 
irnpro\~en~ents, fi.0111 Balti~nore to Cecil 
co~ l l l~ , l :~ .  

State and local lcaders stressed that the 
pr?qections of job gains are still changing, 
and that the estilnated 60,000 new jobs 
won't translate into 60,000 workers - and 
thor  f'amilics - coming into the state. Some 
workers in No~-thern Virginia, for example, 
ci\l~id cLommute to Fort Meade. 

Oi f'i~iiils said yesterday they hope to redirect 
a po~-t.on of'the state's deep pool of high- 
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tech workers from jobs in the \iasliington 
area to Maryland. 

Joseph W. Rutter Jr.. Anne Arundel 
County's planning director, said, "We are 
really looking to shorten commutes rather 
than moving people." 

Lynne Jeter. 2006. "Lowndes County 
Pursuing Second Mega Deal." Mississippi 
Business Journal 2819 (12ebruary 27): I .  

Columbus - Earlier this month, 1,owndes 
County supervisors agreed to take action 
toward issuing $23 million in bonds for The 
Crossroads, a 1,958-acre megasite west of 
the Golden Triangle Regional Airport 
(GTRA) that officials hope to soon have 
certified automotive-ready by the Tennessee 
Valley Authority (TVA). 

After a 30-day public colnment period, the 
bond issue would be ready on St. Patrick's 
Day, March 17, and the cou~ity would have 
24 months to issue the bonds for the site 
located near the SeverCon. plant now under 
construction. Tlie bond proceeds would 
purchase the property and fund basic 
infrastructure and site preparation ~vork. 

"We didn't have any problem the last time 
we did this (for the first TVA-ce~-titied 
megasite), and we don't anticipate any 
proble~ns tnis go-round," said Joe Higgins, 
CEO of Tlie LINK. 

Last month, when speculation intensified 
about Korean-based Hyunda~ seeking 
alternate sites in the South tbr its ftrst 
American Kia plant, Higgins said The 
Crossroads, which is all under option, is 
"probably the cheapest site to develop in 

Misciss~ppi. In a time when the state's 
b: (1gt:t is under pressure and dealing with 
Kntrira, it's a bargain." 

Ellen if Kia does not consider the Columbus 
site, o fticials are optimistic about selling the 
sitc to cornpanics wanting to benefit from 
the Gulf Opportunity (GO) Zone created by 
Congress in December to spark development 
in the recovery of Hurricane Katrina. 
Loivlldes County is one of the northern-most 
coullrics in the designated area. According 
to th2 I'ederal legislation. new buildings 
must be-completed by the end of 2008. 

"A Ini <>f colnpsnics collie in and pick a site 
ant1 spend Iltcrally weeks and months 
deciciiiig how long everything will take," 
said iiiggins. "We've already completed a 
cri~ica! path timeline for everything that's 
got tc; be clone in the project. For example, if 
an ;iuto~notive assembly plant selects our 
site on Apri I I, they'll be producing vehicles 
by August 29. 2003. Everything's already 
m'ipped out for thein." 

Lad n eeh, actel- the Mississippi Business 
Journd~ went to press, Hyundai Kia 
Auto~noti\/e Group chaii-man MongKoo 
Cliung was rzporiedly in Montgomery, Ala., 
cross~r~g sltcs off the short list of candidates 
for  he 5 1.2-bill~un plant that would employ 
up to 2,500 uorbcrs. Industry watchers 
expect an announcement in March. 

"Kia's been looking longer than most," said 
H1:;gins. "It hasn't been that long ago that 
the tl~ile a,i automotive site began looking 
allti picked a site was 12 months. The 
piltiditc teli cls th:tt process has shortened to 
foj.ii to six months. So any company coming 
in i s  going to want sonleone who can strike 
q-lick." 

A Banner Year 
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Last year was a banner one for The LINK, 
which shepherded five major projects into 
the Golden Triangle area, including 
SeverCorr, one of the year's largest 
econo~nic development coups in North 
America in 2005. Last May, officials 
breathed a sigh of relief when the Pentagon 
proposed additional personnel and niission 
for the Columbus Air Force Base instead of 
closing the ~nilitary operation. 

"If we'd lost our base, lve'd have taken one 
or two steps forward and three or four steps 
back," said Higgins. "Plus, me get to grow 
the base. That's ~ o o d  stuff." 

The projects underway in the Golden 
Triangle area in 2005 represent investments 
totaling $82 1 million and the creation of 
more than 1,200 jobs in an area that features 
261,000 residents located within a 50- 
minute drive. This lineup excludes 
American Eurocopter, which won a $75- 
million, five-year government contract just 
as it was settling into a new 8,500-square- 
foot manufacturing facility at the GTRA. 

The subsidiary of Eurocoptcr, the \vorld7s 
largest manufacturer of conllnerciai 
helicopters, and t:,uropean Aeronautic 
Defense and Space Company (EADS) North 
America wc)n the contract to support the 
Department of Homeland Securlty by 
supplying more than 55 aircraft to the U.S. 
Customs and Border Protectio~l Agency. 

On a Mission 

SteelCorr. Aurora, Baldor, 'Tally Defense 
Systems and a prqject calied Pacesetter 
represented the five projects being groomed 
in 2005. In one instance, Ford and lf jggins 
signed a deal in record time wit11 a company 
that had publicly hinted about locating 
across state linzs. 

"The Stee1Co1-r guys walked into our office 
on Clctober 14. and said they needed to close 
a deal by January 28." recalled Columbus 
Loivndes County Econo~nic Development 
A\soci,?tion (CL.EDA) executive director 
Charlclgh Ferd. "We worked like crazy to 
get e l  crything done." 

Higgins reiterated that expediting the 
development of The Crossroads was not 
sc,lelj tor the benefit of Kia. 

"A lot of people think all we're working is 
Kia. arlcl that's not true," said Higgins. 
' ' S ~ I ~ L  c ~vc've controlled The Crossroads 
sit,:. ~4 o'be had three separate companies' 
hancls in actlve search right now. You can't 
underscore enough the low cost 
development site that ours is. Quite frankly, 
we intend to be the next inegasite location in 
Mississippi period. That's our goal, our 
miss~ati and what we're working for. 
Nothing less than that." 
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Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 

March 23. 2006 

Departmertt o f  D e f e r ~ . ~ ~  Rc*Ien.ve.v 
"Official Savs G F  Could Afford to Give 
Taxpayers 2 Break." 

"Bberndorf Touts Beach's Efforts to 
Keep Jet  Bss2 

Local News ..I ~atic/c?.$ 
"Push to Keep Oceana Nears Hurdle." 

"Competitive Sourcing." 

"More Than 100 Jobs Locally Could Be 
Lost If Navy Makes Switch to Norfolk." 

"Area Leaders Party after IKase IS 
Saved." 

"An Oceana Offer the Navj. Can't 
Refuse." 

"Oceana Battle Mav Take Years." 

"A Down Pavment for Next BRAC." 

"Regional 0fficibl:s Tour Sites Marked 
for Growth." 

"Communitj. Faces Lncert:tinty with Mill 
Closure." 

"Military Expansion a 'Pleasant Problem' 
for S t r u ~ g l i n e  Virginia City." 

DoD Announces Installation Realignment 
in Luxeml>oi~rg 

"Squadron of Predators to be Based in 
Arizona." 

"COP Irritation At Bush Was Long 
Brewing." 

"Air Fc:rce <&~ls Galena Runwav 
Contract." 

"Congressional Primary Mostly 
Uncontested." 

"Virtual Danger Zone Coming to Ohio 
hlilitarv Base." 

"As Plan to liecp Oceana Nears Deadline, ---- 
Adrrlirkl Is , k-nt.oura~ed'." 

"Land B o u ~ h t  a t  Former Air Base." 

"Courrty Warned on Growth a t  Fort -- 
Meade." 

''U9SA Pills 'A'orkforce Hopes on 
Telen ork." - 
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"Ex-Rep. Hansen an Interior 
Contender'?" 

"Seven to Compete under Huge 
Command, Control Contract." 

with fkwer than 50.000 jobs studied by the 
end 01'2005. And federal workers have won 
the job co~npetitions more than 80 percent of 
the time. 

Even so, many federal employees still quake 
"BRAC Attack Unlikely For Members, at the prospect ot'their jobs moving to the 
Even in 1)istricts With Losses." private sector. The latest example came 

yestertlay at Walter Reed Anny Medical 
"Beach City Council Takes Two Steps in Center. where about 70 people protested 
Effort to Keep Jets at Base." plans to contract out the jobs of 350 

~~o~-h -e r s ,  including carpenters, electricians 
"Georgia a Leader in Counties with and security employees. 
Fastest, Slowest Growth Demographic 
Swing." The worker:; and their union, the American 

Federation of Government Employees, say 
.Qpirt ions/ Eclitc~ricri's their winning bid was unfdirly tossed out; 

that the job competition, announced during 
.4dditionul A1otes the Clinton adnirnistration, took longer than 

regulation<, allow; and that the Army, in 
pepartnl ent ot'De fettse Releases breaking the deacliincs, spent money not 

abthorizec? by ('ongress. 
.Vationul News ,4 rticles 

"M1e'rc going to continue fighting this 
Local ATews ,.1 rticles legislatively," said John Threlkeld, an 

AFGE lobbyist. 

Christopher Lee. 2006. "Competitive 
Sourcing." The Washington Post (March 
23): A2 1. 

Remember competitive sourcing? That's 
President Bush's initiative to examine 
whether jobs tione by federal employees 
could bc perfi)rn;ellr more efficiently by 
private contractors. 

Management ~ g r c e d  yesterday to put off a 
decision for se\ era1 months. Even if the 
wor~c r s  sdve thc~r  jobs, their wo~ries  won't 
end. 111c historic hospital in Northwest 
U ashiiigton is scheduled to be shut down in 
20 1 1 as part of the federal base-closing 
pl ocess. 

Bush called i t  his top manageinent priority A~ithany Cronin. 2006. "More Than 100 
when he took office in 2001, saying federal Jobs L,ocally Could Be Lost If Navy 
workers should colnpete with contractors for Makes Swifch to Norfolk." The Day (New 
as many as 850,000 governlncnt jobs that London, ('1'1 (March 22). 
are considered com~nercial, jobs as diverse 
as janitorial ~ t . ~ - \ ~ ~ c c s  ,rnd computer network N lrle iiort1,casterri members of Cong-ess are - 

design. urging the Navy's top officer to block any 
attempts to move its northeast regional 

It has gone far less smoothly, and far more command from Groton to Norfolk, Va. 
slowly, than the White Housc had hoped, 
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